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E method of conveying inſtructi- 


5 on, by eaſy reprefentations in the 


molt common ſcenes of life, and by fa. 
miliar and intereſting deſcriptions of the 
mind, has becn practiſed by the wiſe and 
learned in all ages, and been thought very 
well adapted for the purpoſe of improv- 
ing the - Underſtanding, as well as for 
engaging the attention ; and indeed, no 
_ precepts or inſtructions, have a more 
laſting impreſſion upon the mind, than 
thoſe e have pick'd up in the courſe of 
our amuſement. 

By this method the mind is not weary'd 
by an unremitting application to a dry 
and intricate courſe of reaſoning 3 but 
while the fancy is feaſting itfei', with 
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agreeable entertainment, inſtruction ſteals 
inſenſibly upon the mind, or to uſe the 
ſimilitude, we are gently led thro” the a- 
venues of ſweet and agreeable delight, 
and introduced into a ſpacious field, 
beautified with ſubjects, fic for the moſt 
ſalutary and elevated refleftions.------ - 
Here we find the Avaricious Man, dif. 
piſing others and truſting to himſelf only, 
meeting the demerits of his miſerable 
life ;---------there we find the Ambitious 
rack'd and tormented, by their unſatisfy- 
ing defires and hurled headlong into 
contempt; and Ingratitude the moſt 
deteſtable of Characters, goes unpited, 
and meets with juſt Indignation.-------On 
the other hand ; true merit is amply re. 
warded, the Juſt rever'd, and the Virtu. 
ous goes unmoleſted, pleafure attend. 
ing, all their ſteps, and having peace 
and tranquillity for their habitation ; 
and to add a luſtre to the whole, heroic 
inſtances are carefully interſperſed, and 


of ſuch a nature as may inſpire us with 
the 
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the more noble feelings; a true loyalty, 
and a real love to our country. 

"Tis not mean'd that this collection: 
ſhould be a maſter-piece of the kind ; far 
from it: neither is it made up of pieces 
inattentively jumbled together, no, they 
are the reſult of candour and thought, 
and are placed in the manner that is moſt 
likely to catch the fancy and improve the 
mind. And as this work was more par- 
ticularly intended for thoſe of younger 
years, the compiler has been careful 
to inſert ſuch inſtructions as may kindle 
the more humane and benevolent affec- 
tions of the mind, the exerciſe of which 
is the true characteriſtic of a feeling 
heart. 

The compiler does not boaſt of any ſu- 
perior excellence in himſelf, but he thinks 
conſidering the natural deſire for amuſe. 
mert which is implanted in every breaſt, 
the great importance of having our 
minds properly founded on true princi- 
ples, and the care with which theſe 

pieces 
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pieces have been ſelected, abound- 
autly vindicates a work of this kind: 
and if the impartial Public examine it 
with candour, the young will perhaps 
fiad ſomething to their advantage, while 
thoſe in riper years may ſee ſome in- 
ſtructions calculated to impreſs their 
m nds, with the more virtuous ſentiments: 
and altho' ſome of the cataſtrophes may 
ſeem too diſtreſſing they will perhaps 
find them produftive of good moral 
effects. \ 

Upon the whole, if this ſhall prove 
of any general advantage, the publiſher 
has obtain'd his end. 


Perth, January 
4th 1781. 
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AKMON and SELINA; a Moral TALE. 


aN N one of the moſt delight] bamlets in 
I & China, towards the ſouth of Pekin,s an 
des affectiopate couple, who ſeemed formed 
2f.er the model of Philemon and Baucis, led a lite 
of {crenitv and peace. But heaven refuſed for ſome 
time to their prayers an amage of their loves. Ak- 
mon, who was never heard to complain of the bar: 
renneſs of his wife, walked out one day to the 
fields, where, far retired from mortal ear, he gave 
yent to his forrows, which Echo rendered 
ſtill more fad. © Alas, faid he, that I cannor ſec 
Glenida the mother of a child, who ſhall reſemble 
her! O! lovely partner of my foul! how ſhould I 
prize ſo raviſhing a pieſeat! With what pleature 
ſhould 1 rear this young plant! With what joy 
ſhould I make the ſeeds of virtue and innocence ro 
grow up in his ſoul! 1 would ſhare with him all 
my pleaſares, and conceal from him my woes. But 
ab! 1; is rapoflible. What hands then, Gelaida ! 

'A will 
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will cloſe our eye lids, and perform to us the laſt 
offices? Mult it be thoſe of ſome mercenary ſtrang- 
er? 

Theſe reflections plunged Akmon into the deep- 
cf melancholy. He proceeded ſlowly to his habt- 
tation ; but, the moment he arrived, Gelaida flew 
to embrace him. He ſtood cold Amoveablc : 
Gelnida, trembling and amazed, felt doubts and 
tears ariſe in her bſaq · My friend, my brother, 
mv huſband ; Akmon, my dear Akmon, the ex- 
claimed, what has happened to trouble thy repoſt ? 
What can afflict thee thus? Thy countenance is 
;mpreſſed with ſadneſs ; and the roſes which adorn- 
ei thy cheeks have diſappeared, to give place to the 
paleneſs of death. Has Akmon afflictions, which 
he would conceal from the wife that adores him? 
Pour thy griets into thy boſom of thy Gelnida. 
Here depoſit thy cares; let me alune know their 
bitterneſs.” 

Akmon was rouſed by her tendernefs, and tried 
to ſoothe her. He feigned an indiſpoſition, but re- 
jected every remedy, that was offered to be applied 
tu it. The only cure he expected was from time. 

At length, Heaven, always attentive to the wiſhes 
of pure and virtuous minds, liſtened to his prayers. 
Gelnida became pregnant. With what tranfport, 
did he behold her in this new ſituation! Thou 
thalr be a mother,” ſaid he, embracing her? “our 
ſupplications are granted; we ſhall live in our poſ- 
rerity. One wiſh more, O Heaven! and I am 
completely + happy. May Gelnida be a mother, 
withoat experiencing a mother's pangs.” 

The time arrives ; Gelaida is delivered of a fon. 
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The whole family enjoy this event; they felicitate 
Akmon; and the father anſwers their congtatulati- 
with tears of felicity. The child grows in years 
the aſfection of his parents 1ncreafes with him. He 
is never abſent from their ſight; their hopes center 
in him; and their imaginations conceive the molt 
flattering proſpects. His infancy paſſes: He ar- 
rives at manhood. 

* What views have you conceived, young Ak. 
mon? taid his fne: Will you abandon the abode 
of your parents? The afylum of peace, innocence, 
and candour ? Expcrience, will, one day, convince 
yon, though perchance too late, of its value, an 
you will regret the ſereng contentment which vou 
are about to abarden. You will learn that devour- 
ing cares and painful anxieties reſide in palaces, 
and fly from cotages. Happy ii the conviction of 
theſe truths will, at length, lead yeu to wifdem.” 

Young Akmon had been ſcized with ambition: 
The cottage of his father 2ppeared to him 
too humble. He fighed, to join ia the ſplendid 
buſtle of the world. It was in vain, that every ar- 
gument was employed to diſſuade him from his 
purpoſe. * My ſon,” fait his father, our {imple 
retirement begins to diſpleaſe you. Falſe ideas of 
happineſs have intruded into your wind. You 
know not, that the Great, who have awakened your 
ambition by their ſhow, are leſs the objects of envy, 
than the virtuous man, who performs the will of 
Heaven, under his own rural roof. I have fcen 
men; my vouth was paiTed among them, an- I re- 
gret it, Beheve me, mv dear Akmon, I knew not 
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happineſs, till the moment, which carried me from 
thoſe gaudy, thoſe guiſty ſcenes, which now 
dazzle your eye. I left them for this retirement, 
and conſecrated my days to peace and wiidom, 


Here, I have found innocence and felicity. The 


pare pleaſures of virtue have made my moments 
glide on in ſwectneſs and ferenity. Would to 
Heaven, that 1 could make thee conſcious ef the 
value of fuch moments! Thy tender, thy virtuous 
mother completed my happineſs: The duties of 
Hymen, too atten proftitated in the great world, 
were ever kept inviolate by us. Ah! my, fon! 
were aught on earth to drag us from our retreat 
even to the poſſclhon of a Crown, the very 
thought fills me with horror. 

This diſcourſe made little impreſhon on the 
young Akmon, whoſe gay and inconſtant fancy 
was ever in ſearch after new objects. I am nota 
tryant,” reſumes the good old man; but let me io- 
form you, that, after you have exhauſted every 
pleaſure, and have tafted every ſweet of life, you 
will find yourſelt invaded by langour and ſatiety, 
The world is a vaſt ocean, which holds out rocks 
and quickfands for the ruin ot youth. Guard thy- 
ſelf againſt the fuggeſtions of envy, preſerve thy- 
felt trom the commiſhon ot crimes, and love wit- 
dom. Would to Heaven, that I could tortity the, 
againſt the natural paſhons which tear thy heart! 
My fon! never ceaſe to remember, that deep te- 
morlzg is ever the attendant of guilt, and that in 
virtue alone conhits true happinets.” 

The foul ot young Akmon reiembled a poliſhed 
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turface, which reflects objects without preferving 
th: impreſſion of them. He was little moved with 
the picture, which his father had drawn : His mind 
was filled with illufions and dreams; and with 
wiſhes to realize them. What raptures! he ex. 
claimed, await me 1n the world | Welcomed at 
the Court, carreſſed by the men, adored by the 
women, loaded with the favours of fortune, ---wkat 
condition will be happier than mine? Hare a little 
patience, young man,” ſaid the father, * try, and 
zudge.” 

He arrived at the Court: The raillery and the 
hanghty diſdain of the Conriiers touci:ed him to 
the heart; and his ingenuous mind was ſhocked 
with the praiſe that flattery offers at the ſhi ine of 
greatneſs, Does he ſeek for friends? He finds on- 
ly, in the motley crond that ſurrounds him, mea, 


V ho are idle and uſeleſs ; debauchees whom their 


vices have reduced to want, knaves that follow to 
plunder, and hypocrites who careſs only to betray. 

Friends are the inhabitants of other regions. 
Does he ſeek to ingratiate himſelf with the women ? 
Here too, he is no leſs cruclly diſappointed. In 
one place, he meets a preſidious beauty, who ſports 
with his credulity. In anuther, a coquet, who 
makes him the dupe ot her intrigues, and 1acrifices 
him to a rival.---But let us fnith the picture. Ak- 
mon runs rapidly all the rounds of diſſipation. From 
the humble griſette he palics to quality aud bro- 
cade; and from quality he deſends again to the 
humble grifetre; but in all the revolutions that he 
makes, he meets diſappointment and dilzuit. * Ah! 
wy tather :” iaid bs to inuelf, that I wad liſtened 
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to your counſels : I have periſhed in the tempeſtu- 
ons ocean of life, and you foreſaw it. Let me fly 
this infected ſpot. Periſh the day, when your un- 
happy ſon firſt reſolved to forſake your paternal 
arms! He ſaid; and his ſteps turned towards that 
quiet and guiltleſs retreat, where his parents, 
drowned in tears, were bewailing his errors. 

In the country, young Akmon, learnt how to 
think. Nature appeared to him the fineſt book of 
inſtruction; and he applied himſelf ro ſtudy it. He 
cultivated plants and flowers: and the joys of a 
tranquil life took poſſeſhon of his mind. He repent- 
ed ot the miſtakes he had committed; and became 
enamoured of virtue. 

Near the houſe of his father lived Sclin, who 
was remarkable for his immenſe riches, and for 
having a daughter of extreme beauty. Young Ak- 
mon was not inſenſible to her charms; and, in a 
little time, he was able to ipfpire her with a mutual 
flame. Oſten under the ſhade of the linden-tree, 
did they pour out their ſouls to each other: Often, 
reclined on the bank of a murmuring rivulet did 
they ſwear to each other eternal conſtancy and e- 
ternal love. What a blow was it to their happineſs 
when old Selin thus addreſſed his daughter! 

Selina, my child, marriage is always happieſt, 
when accompanied with fortune . Our neighbour 
Ranka has a ſon, who will be»the hcir of all his 
wealth: To him I have promiſed your hand; and 
I know you are too wiſe to diſobey a father, who 
kas given at all times the ſtrongeſt proof of his af- 
feCicn, 4 
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A thunderboit would not have ſo much aſtoniſhed 
Selina as this addreſs. She caſt down ter eyes, 
bluſhed, ſighed, and ſpoke not 2 word. Her filcnce 
was interpreted te be conſent. Selin retired, and 
left her to the bitterneſs of her fituation. Her eyes 
gliſtened with pcarly tears, that trickled down 
her ablabaſter boſom, which heaved, and beat in- 
ceſſantly, as if ſtruggling to give vent to its woe. 
Ah,“ ſaid ſhe, fetching a deep ſigh, what will 
become of me ? I ſhall be perjured- -I ſhall betray 
my lover--- I ſhall falſity my vous. I ſhall carry 
iato the boſom of Ranka a heart which burns, 
which will for ever burn for Akmon.--- No---it will 
be better to die, than to be per is!10us---And yet, - 
my father---were I tel! him all---perkaps---but tell 
him all,---did I ſay ?---Oh crucl daughter it 
would kill him.“ 

The effects of ſudden grief had diſturbed the 
thoughts of Schina ; Her foul was loſt in inexpreſ- 
{ible anguiſh. Akmon, guided by love, arrives, 
and finds his miſtreſs expiring, * Celeftial powers! 
cried he, Selina! my dear Selina! what barbar- 
ous hand has raiſed itſelf againſt thy lite? What 
monſter dared--- ? Selina! lovely Selina ! death! 
inexorable death !--- What !---Selina is dead, and 
I yet breathe He could ſpeak no more. He preſs 
{ed her to his boſom, he bathed her with his tears, 
he devoured her with his carreſſes. She at length 
revives ; ſhe looks around her; but, in the lovelieſt 
eyes that nature ever formed, there were impreſſed 
the images of deſpair and death. Turuing them 
towards Akmou, ic gazed upon him in à tranſport 


9 PLEASANT 


of tenderneſs, and with a ſigh ſhe exclaimed : 
* Akmon, my dear Akmon, they would ſeparate us 
for ever; but*---Her voice died away upon her 
pale lips. Never was there a ſituation more diſ. 
treſsful. 

Virtue, meanwhile, was watching over the hap- 
pineſs of theſe tender and conſtant lovers. They 
are chaſte, ſaid the goodeſs, their fouls are pure, 
they have rejected thoſe ſhameful connexions, 
which injuſtice has invented, and which cuſtom has 
authoriſed. Their virtuous attachment ſhall be re- 
1 She ſaid, and flew to the father of Se- 

na. 

* Liſten," ſaid ſhe to him; * I am the goddeſs of 
Virtne. From her cradle to her youth, have I been 
the guardian of your daughter. Nature made her 
beautiful, and I have prefered her chaſte. The 
time is come, that ſhe is to crown with happineſs 
the man whom her heart approves. You will in vain 
attempt to reverſe the decrees of deitiny. It is 
Akmon whom the gods have appointed far your 
daughter. Give her to him without murmuring, 
or dread the diſpleaſure of heaven. 

© Goddeſs,” replied Selin, I love my daughter; 
and her happineſs is dearer to me than my own» 
Immortal Virtue. I reſpect, IT adore, I obey you. 
F know, that the lot vou have appointed for Selina 
is the beſt: I reſigu her to you; conduct her, pro- 
tet her, nor ever forſake her; and let her find, in 
the arms of her youthful huſband, the tenderneſs 
and the care of a lover and a father.” 


The altars of Hymen were prepared. Akmon 
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and Selina vowed upon them an eternal love. Their 
hearts became the temple of Virtue; and this hap- 
py couple continued, to their laſt moments, to of- 
ter up to her the moſt pure and perfect incenſe 
the incenſe of virtuous ſouls. 
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THE GENEROSITY OF AN ARAB, 


A Cuſtom equally barbarous and ſuperſtitious 
had been introduced among the Arabs before Mo- 
hammedaniſm : They had conſecrated two days of 
the week to two of their falſe drvinitics. The firt 
of theſe days was conſidered as a day of happineis, 
and the Priace, in order that it might be celebrated 
with joy and feſtivity, granted to all that came into 
his preſence the favour they were pleaſed to re- 
queſt: The ſecond, on the contrary was reputed 
ominous. All thoſe were immolated, who, on that 
day, were ſo imprudent as to appear before th̃ẽ 
King, to ſollicit any favour ; undoubtedly, becauſe 
the idol, to whom that day was conſecrated n a 
very particular manner, paſſed in the minds of that 
groſs people for a terrible diviairy, whoſe anger 
they pretended to appeiſe by theſe victims. 

In the reiga of Naam-ibn Munzir, an Arab of the 
deſart, by name Tai, had fallen from great opulence 
into extreme indigence. Hearing much extolled 
the Naam's liberality, he reſolved to have recourſe 
to it. He ſet out on his journey, after having em- 
braced his wife and children, and aſſured them he 
was going to ſeek the remedy of their misfortun*s. 

RB The 


10 PLEASANT 


The poor man, too much taken up with the 
thoughts of helping his family, did not refle& on 
the fatal day he had choſen, tv appear as a fupph- 
ant before the King. Naam had no ſooner ſeen 
him than, tu ning from him, he ſaid; Wretch, 
what haſt thou done? And why preſent thyſelf be- 
fore me on fo fatal a day as this? Thy lite is for- 
teircd, and it is rt in my power to fave thee.” 

Tai, ſecing his death certain throws himſelf at 
the P:iuce's feet, and coujuics him to delay at leaſt 
lis puniſhment for a tew huurs: * May I be per- 
mitted, ſaid he to him, to embrace, for the lat 
ume, my wife and children, and to carry them 
{ome proviſione, fur the want of which they are like- 
lv to periſh. Thou art roo equitable to involve the 
innocent in the fate of the guilty. I ſwear by all 
that is ſacred, that I ſhall return before ſun- ſet, and 
thou mayſt then put me to death, and 1 ſhall die 
without murmuring.“ 

The Prince, much affected with Tai's ſpeech, 
Was plealed to grant hum the requeſted delay, buy 
it was upon à condition that almoſt made void the 
favour. He required the ſecurity of a ſufficient per- 
ion, whom he might put to death in his room, if he 
fold fail ic his word. 

Tai, in vein. carneſtly intreats all thoſe that ſur- 
rounded the Prince: Not one would dare to ex- 
pote himſelt to fo evident a danger. Then addreſ- 
ling himielt ro Cherik Benadi, the Monarch's fa- 
_ Vuurnte, he ſpoke to him, his eyes batlied in tears: 
And thou, Cherik, whote ſoul is fo noble and 
beat, wii thou be inteniible of my piteous Rate ? 
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Canſt thou refuſe to be ſecurity for me? I call to 
witneſs the Gods and men, that I ſhall return be- 
fore the ſetting of the ſun.” 

Cherik, naturally compaſhonate, was greatly 
moved by Tai's words, and misfortunes. Turning 
to the Prince, he fail he 4:4 not ſcruple to be 
bound for Tai, who, before he had leave to depart, 
diſappeared in an inſtant, and repaired to his wite, 
and children. 

Mean while the tune hamt*d for his return was 
elapſing inſenſibly, and the ſun was realy to ter- 
minare his coarſe, but there was no appearance of 
him. Cheritk was lad is chains to the place of 
puniſhment, and the executioner had already the 
axe uphtred to give the bluw, when a man was per- 
ceived at a diltance runmeg along the plain. Twas 
Tai himſelf, who was out of breath, and covered 
all over with West and duft. Horrors ſeize him 
on ſceing Cherik on che ſcaffold ready to receive 
the blow of death. He flics to him, breaks his 
chains, and puiting bimſelt in his place: I die 
well ſatisſied faid he, having been fo happy as to 
come in time to deliver thee 4. 

Tiais moving ſpectacle drew tears from all pre- 


ſent 
B 2 


+ The circamſtances of this ſtory are of a ſimilar 
nature to that of Damon and Pythias, fo fan nus 
in antiquity ; but it Jeems that the ac tion of Chorik 
is ſuperior to that of Pychaas, genero'ity having in- 
duc him to do for an unknown perſon, what 
friendſhip influenced Pythias to do in favour of 
Damon. 
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ſent ; the King himſelf could not check his own. 
* I never {aw any thing fs extraordinary, cried he, 
trantported with admiration? Thou Tai, thou art 
the model of that fidelity, with which one ought 
to keep his word; and thou, Cherik, none can 
equal thy great foul in generoſity. I aboliſh, in 
favour of both of you, an odious cuſtom, which 
barbanty had introduced among us: My ſubjects 
may for the future approach me at all umes with- 
out fear.” 

The Monarch heaped benefactions upon Tai, 
and Cherik became dearer to him than ever. 


A FABLE. 


A Peaſant had an aſs that carried panniers, which 
his maſter filled with apples to the brim. The 
poor animal, though heavily loaden, trod on with 
obedicat and patient ſteps. At a ſmall diftance 
from his village, the clown ſaw ſome ripe apples 
that hung over the path. O ſays he, you can 
carry thete, as you carry the others ſo well”. The 
als, as patient as his maſter was rapacious, re- 
doubled his efforts, but his ſtrength was unequal 
to his obedience. They had not gone far before 
the clown ſaw an apple lie upon the ground. O, 
for this one, he ſaid, one can never make any dif- 
ference.” The poor beaſt was unable to reply; but 
his ſtrength was exhauſted, he ſunk, and died 
under his burden. 


Now the moral is this: The peaſant is the 
Prince, 
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Prince, and the aſs is the people; but they muſt 
be a very pacific, ais-hke people indeed, who will 
ſuffer themſelves to be cruſhed to death; if they 
have any ſpirit, they will die firft. 


—_— 


a 
- 


The HISTORY of ADDELAS, Kcecount- 
ed by iimtelt. 


My Father was of a noble family, and beloved 
by his Prince. He neglected nothing to precure 
me à good education; nor did I Huſtrate his hopes, 
Wien I entered iato ſocietv, I joined, toa mind, 
not uncultivaicd, a heait begevuiant and incorruprt, 
Among the companions of my itudies, there was 
one, who had particularly diſtingurthed himtelt 5 
and nature had given him a fotrnets and modeſty. 
which tempered the luſtre of his merit, and ex- 
empted him from envy. We conceived an affetti- 
on for each other, which grew with time, and was 
conſolidated by a train of recinrecai and render of- 
fices. When we had completed our ſtudies, we 
entered together into the profeſhen of arms. Azor, 
{n my friend was called, had the fortune to fave my 
life in an engagement. His birth was not inferior 
to mine; and, my tather having died, the place he 
had kept in the heart of his Sovereign was tranſ- 
ferred to the father of Azor. The influence of my 
friend was, of conſequence, conhderable ; and 
he might have procured triends at Court, if the 
ſeutiment of friendſhip could have been felt by 
minds baſe and intereſted. The happinels, huw- 
ever, which lecmed to await him, was blaited by 4 

cruc] 
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cruel event. His father, having diſpleaſed his 
Prince, was diſgraced, and, a few days after, died 
of chagrin and grief. Azor partook of his misfor- 
tunes. All the honours of his houſe were raviſhed 
from kim; and, his father having lived magnifi- 
cently, the eſtates that devolved to him were ſcarce- 
ly ſufficient to ſatisfy incumbrances and debts, 
which had been contracted. 

Azor ſuſtained his diſgrace and diſappointments 
with fortitude. The ingraritude of thoſe whom he 
had obliged did ſurprize him. I alone remained 
t thful to him, and thought not of his loſſes. He 
was formerly my friend, bat ! aow accounted him 
my brother. My fortune, which was conſiderable, 
I thared with him: What was more I ſpoke in his 
favour at Court. But my zeal was interpreted to 
be diſreſpect; and I was degraded ivr having ex- 
preſſed myſelf to the advantage of an unfortunate 
and innocent man. 

I retired without regret, from honours, to which 
merit ſo ſeldom gives pretenſions; and in one of my 
feats, accompauied with Azor, I ſought for repoſe 
and ſatisfaction. We had equally a paſſion for let- 
ters; and books made a part in our amuſements. 
We enjoyed the plexſures of the chace together, 
and our communications and intercourſe were ſo 
aehghtful, that we accounted, as fortunate, the 
calamities and diſgrace which had induced us ro fly 
from ſociety. But our telicity did not continue 
long. It was about to be cruelly interrupted. 

A voung widow lived in our neigh bournood. 
Caniade, to the was named, was poſſeſſed of the 
moit 
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moſt bewitching beauty. Her features were not re- 
gular, but they had in them every tbing that could 
pleaſe. It was impollible to behold her without 
feeling affection and love. We went to pay her 
a viſit: Her wit added to the impreſſion of her at- 
trations. A delicacy, ſoft and ſentimental, diſ- 
tinguiſhed all her expreſhons. I obſerved all her 
charms, and felt the force of them. Azor was ſtill 
more ſtruck than I was. He opened to me the ſtate 
of his heart, and the violence of the paillon he had 
conceived. * But, it Canſade, ſaid he, has made 
the ſame impreſſions on von, I ſhall reſign her to 
your love.” I embraced him tenderly, and affured 
him, that I would not deprive him of his miſtreſs. 
Azor had all the timiditv, in regard to Canſade, 
that perpetually attends an extreme degree of love. 


I told her what my friend had not dared to menti- 


on to her: And I rejected with diſdain, the idea 
of being an advocate for myſelf, and advancing any 
claim to her affections. 

Azor was amible: He loved, and was beloved. 
His miſtreſs had not much wealth; but, having 
made with him a formal diviſion of my effects, he 
was in a condition to eſpouſe her. They were 
married: Poſſeſſion ſerved to add to his love: He 
was the happieſt of men. I was the witneſs of his 
felicity, which I could not think of diſturbing ; 
but I was tortured with anxiety, and gave way to 
deſpondency and dejection. In one fatal night, 
during the heat of ſummer, not being able to pro- 
cure ſleep, I deſcended from my bed-chamber into 
the garden: A delicious coolueſs had ſucceeded 

the 
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the warmth of the day; and the moon ſhone in her 
fulleſt luſtre. I walked inſenſibly to an arbour, 
where I thought I heard the ſound of human voices. 
I liſtened, and could diſtinguiſh ſome words. I 
approached under the impulſe of a fatal curioſity ; 
I ſaw Azor and Canſade, and beheld a conflict be- 
tween modeſty and love. I turned from a ſcene 
that became too intereſting for me ; but the image 
of it remained in my mind. It inceſſantly haunted 
me; and, whether, aſleep or awake, 1 faw Canal- 
ade betore me. 

Azor, mean while, continued to have a place in 
my eſteem. I thould have ſuffered a thouſand 
deaths rather than have betrayed him. Burt there 
were times when I envied his happineſs, and con- 
ſidered my friend as a rival. I perceived that I 
was to blame; I bluſhed for my weakneſs, and per- 
petually fell into it. 

The efforts which I made to be indifferent to Canſ- 
ade, the want of ſleep, and the little nouriſhment 
that I took, were injurious to my health. AZ r 
was alarmed ; he perceived me decline ; and the | 
thoughts of loſing me interrupted his happineſs. 
His 10queitude was extreme: He even carried it 
into the arms of Canſade. 

I was affeted with the proofs he gave of his 
friendthip ; and I thought I ſhould be unworthy of 
it, if I concealed from him any longer what paſſed 
within me. I took the reſolution to unfold to him 
my mind, to avow the ſentiments I felt for Canſade, 
and to fly from him to a diſtant province. Would 


to Heaven, that I had done ſo! But it was deſtined 
T ſhould 
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I ſhould be the inſtrument of deſtroying my friend. 


Women are penetrating in regard to the effects 
of their beauty. Canſade was not 1gnorant of the 
impreſhon ſhe had made upon me: I could not re- 
ſtrain myſelf from beholding her with the eyes of a 
lover. She commiſerated the condition to which 
ſhe had reduced me: And her pity grew, perhaps, 
into a ſentiment ſtill more tender. It happened, 
that we were one day alone, and ſhe {poke to me 
of the alteration ia my health with fo much ſenſihi- 
lity and concern, that I was induced to mention to 
her, that I died for the love of her. But this indifcre- 
tion was no ſooner committed, than 1 repented of it. 
I then told her of my intention to explain myſelf to 
Azor, and to fly from him This delign appeared to 
her improper, and ſhe diſſuaded me from it. She in- 
ſiſted, with me, that my abſence would be highly 
afflicting to Azor, and that to mention to him the 
cauſe ot it would be ſtill more ſo: She inſiſted, that 
I ought to make a generous effort to overcome my 
paſhon; and that I ſhould conſider what I owed to 
Azor, and what ſhe owed ro herſelf. 

The arguments of Canſade had their effect. 1 
continued to ſtruggle againſt an enemy whom it 
was impoſhble I could overcome. My paſſion, in- 
ſtead of decaying, acquired new ſtrength. I even 
thought of allucing Canſade to gratify it, There is 
nothing more ſeductive of the virtue of a woman, 
than the having conſtantly befere her a man all 
whoſe cares and movements are a tribute to her 
charms. If ſhe liſtens to him, if ſhe joins in the 

complaints chat he makes hag his deftiny, ſhe be- 
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comes inflamed herſelf, ſhe catches the fire that 
burns in the boſom of her lover. It was thus with 
Canlade We had frequent aſſignations; and, at 
ond of our meetings, while I ſpoke of the inutility 
ot all my efforts, I perceived that ſhe burſt inte 
tens. My condition, ſaid I, afflicis vou, and 
vou weep for me. No returned ſhe, I weep 
my own unfortunate {ſituation 3 it is no leſs 
deplorable than yours.“ Ah Canſade, cried 
1, why did you not ſ:iF:r me to depart: What re- 
morles do I feel.“ * Mine, £4:d the, are no leſs 
cel: Tam now ſorry for having detained you: 
i conjure you to fy; It is the only circumſtance 
chat can ſave us from our weatnels.” I left her with 
the reſolution never more to chold her; I went in 
ſrarch of Mor, whom I told, that a long journey 
was preſcribed to me as the oniy means cf remoy- 
ing my maladv. Axor could not think of our ſe- 
paration : IIe inſiſted to accompany me; and it 
was with the utmoſt diffigultv that I could prevail 
with him not to ſubjæct himſelf to {> much incon- 
venſence. Mean while, I avoided to fee Canſade; 
and I thouccht to take m departure, without bid. 
ing her an adieu. But the Fates had decreed it 
other wiſe. : 

Two davs before T was to remove, I went into 
the garden, and turned my forrowing eyes to- 
wards the arbour, where I had ſeen the happineſs 
of Azor and Conſade. I experienced a melancholy 
emotion, and I approached with an intention to en- 
courage it. As I entered the arbour, I beheld 
Canſade, with her eyes fixed on the ground, and 

her 
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her cheeks bathed with tears. I helitated how 1 
mould act. I hal not the pyyr to tre: mylclt 
to retire. I threw mytelt at her fegt, and cmbrac t 
her knees. Ah! 1. AA the, can you be fo cruel a. 
to abandoa me? Why did Jever behold you 7? J 
became eaflamed wich love. I forgot my remwrics» 
my friend, ny viituc. 4 . nothing but Cauul ; 
end, never before, did tae appear to me fo brauci- 
ful. She gag me a look of tnexpreffille tendernelts. 
told her, thu 1 was to leave her tur ever. Wc 
wept, and mingied twgeiher our highs. Love en- 
tirely took the pultcitzun ot our hearts; 1 cominitted 
2 crime, of Wich the fad remembrance will uc 
forlake me. 

When we returned to overſelves out of that de- 
lictous and magical torgeiiulngis, into which love 
had thrown us, we were contounded and aftomthed. 
Cantacle, tearing hcricit from my arms, gave way 
to delpair; and | was, tor ſome time, employed 1n 
preventing the ettects of it, At length we 1cpaias- 
ed, our hearts turn with remorſe; and, withour 
Waking at each other, we took an eternal farcy.cl- 
But, in the height of the ſcene we had acted, the un- 
furtunate Azor had appreached the arbour. I did 
not know that he knew my crime; yet, I dread 
to fee him; I could not bear the looks of a fiend 
I had injarsd. I was told, that he had gone to 4 
houſe, two leagues diſtant, at which we genct ally 
called, when we took the plealure of the chacg. f 
was ſurpriſed at his departure, but had no ſathici— 
ons of the cauſe of it. I went to bed; coal: pra— 
Cure no ſleep; and aroſę early in the morning. 1. 
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idea of my crime did not leave me: It was ever 
betore my eyes : it purſued and puniſhed me. I 
telt too ſomewhat of a fatal preſage, which added 
to my horror and my miſery. A letter was brought 
to me trem Azor: my hands trembled, while I 
opened it. The words it contained are engraved 
in my heart; and while I repeat them, pardon me, 
it my tears and my ſighs interrupt my voice. 

* The moment you employ in reading this letter, 
is the laſt in the life of Azor. 1 ſaw you yeſterday 
in the arms of Canſade: May you live with her 
long and happily! And may you never know that 
ſentiment ot grief, which 1 have experienced! 
Adieu.“ | 

I underwent agitations the moſt painful and ex- 
cruciating. My domeſtics haftened to inform 
Canſade of my ſituation. She came to me, and [ 
delivered to her the fatal letter. She fell into a 
ſwoon: 1 left her to the care of her attendants, and, 
Calling for my horſe, I flew to the houſe to which 
Azor had gone. I ſaw his body, threw myſelt 
upon it, and gave vent to my cries and my tears. 
The dagger, with which he had ſtabbed himſelf, 


| preſented itſelt ro my eye: I ſeized it, wounded 


myielf with it, and was carrying it to my heart, 
when I was diſarmed. I fell to the ground without 
{ſenſe or recolle&tion : In this ſtate, I was put to bed, 


and my wound was dreiied. When I came to my- 


lelt, I deteſted the care that had been taken of me: 
I tore off my bandages; 1 was ſeized with a violent 
fever. My lite was deſpaired off; but I had not 


the good fortune to dic. My crime required a 
jons 
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Jong expiation. Nature was ſtronger than my de- 


ſyair : and ſhe ſaved me, that I might be miſerable. 
Canſade, more fortunaie than I was, died the vic- 
tim of her ſorrow. 

When my health was entirely re-eſtabliſhed, I 
formed the reſolution of living in ſolitude aut obſcu- 
rity. The bodies of Azor and Canſade had been 
put in the ſame cefhn ; I ordered it to be tranſport- 
ed to the place of my retirement. I depoſited it ia 
the earth, and cauled a temb to be railed above it. 
Near this ſpot, I pals moments embitrer-d with the 
moſt Mlicting reflections. The fight of the tomb 
perpetually revives in me the idea of my crime, 
and I cannot force myſelf frem it. Every day 1 
bathe it with my tears, and inceſſantly ſigh for the 
moment that is to lay me in the duſt. 


The DEAD ASS. 


Axv this, ſaid he, putting the remains of a cruſt 
into his wallet---and this ſhould have been thy por- 
tion, ſaid he, hadſt thou been alive te have ſhared 
it with me. I theught by the accent, it had been 
an apotrophe to his child; but it was to his aſs, 
and to the very aſs we had ſeen dead in the road, 
which had occaſioned La Fleur's miſadventute. 
The man ſeemed to lament it much; and it inſtant- 
Iy brought into my mind Sancho's lamentation for 
his; but he did it with more true touches of nature. 

The mourner was fitting upon a ſtune bench at 
the door, with the als's panacl and its briddle on 
Ou 
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one ſide, which he took up from time to time - then 
laid them dowa---looked at them, and ſhook his 
head. He then took his cruſt of bread out of his 
wallet again, as if to cat it; held it ſome time in his 
hand - then laid it unon the bit of his als's bridle-- 
looked wiſhfully at the little arrangement he had 
made---and then gave a ligh. 

The ſimplicity ot his grief drew numbers about 
him, and La Fleur among ihe rett, whilſt the horſes 
were getting ready; as I continued fitting in the 
poſt- chaiſe, I could hear and tce over their heads. 

He ſaid he had corge laſt from Spain, where he 
had been from the furtheſt borders of Franconia; 
and had got fo far vu his return home, when his als 
died. Every one ſcemed deſirous to knuw what 
buſincTs could have taken fo old and poor a man fo 
far a journey froin his own home. 

It had pl-ated heaven, lie ſaid, to bleſs him with 
three ſons, the fineſt lads in all Germany ; but have 
ing in one week loſt two of them by the fnall- pox, 
and the youngeſt falling ill of the ſame dilteraper, 
he was afraid of being bereft of them all, and made 
a vow, if heaven would not take him from him alto 
he would go in gratitude to St lago in Spain. 

When the mourner got thus far in his Rory, he 
ſtopp'd to pay nature her tribute---aad wept bit. 
terly. 

He ſaid heaven had accepted tlie conditions ; and 
that he had ſet out from his cuttage with this poor 
Creature, who had been a patient partner of his 
Jourrey---that it had eat the ſame bread with him 
All the way, and was unto him as a frizad. 

Every 
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Every body who ſtood about, heard the poor fel- 
low with concera---La Fleur offered him money 
---- The mourner ſaid he did not want it----it was 
not the value of the afs---but the loſs of him---The 
aſs, he ſaid, he was aſſured, loved him---and upon 
this told them a long ſtory of a miſchance upon 
their paſſage over the Pyrenean mountains which 
had ſeparated them from each other three days; 
during which time the afs had fought him as much 
as he had ſought the aſs, and that they had geither 
fcarce eat nor drunk till they met. 

Thou haſt one comfort, friend, ſaid I, at leaſt in 
the loſs of thy poor beaft ; I am ſure thou haſt been 
a mercitul maſter to him. ---Alas ! faid the mourner, 
I thought ſo when he was alive--but now he is dead 
I think otherwiſe.---I fear the weight of myſelf and 
my afflictions together have been too much for him 
---they have ſhortened the poor creature's days, 
and 1 fear I have them to anſwer for.---Shame on 
the world! faid I to myſelf---Did we love each 
other as this poor ſoul but loved his afs---t would 
be ſomething.- 


The AVARICIOUS PUNISHED; a Circaſſian 
Hiſtory. 


Durs:, Lord of the fruitful plains that lie 
along the barks of the river Teflis, was defended 
from the moſt ancient family that innabited the val- 
leys. His houſe could boaſt of a longer ſeries of 
uuiuterrupted beauties than any other in Circaſha. 


He 


24 PLEASANT 


He :ould reckon fourteen maidens of his own fami- 
ly, who were all ſold into the ſeraglio of Iſpahan. 
ſome of whom had actually poſſeſſed the heart of the 
mighty monarch of Perſia. His anceſtors had grown 
rich by the traffic of beauty, and had left him in 
poſſeſſion of ſuch numerous herds and flocks, that 
they covered the neighouring mountains. 

His riches however were not ſufficient to ſatisfy 
his avarice. He was ftill defirous of increaſing his 
acquiſitions, and ſtill laboured to augment a fortune 
already greater than he could enjoy. He diſpiſed 
his fellow-mortals, and trufted only in his own ex- 
tenſive poſſeſhons ; from them he expected pleaſure 
in manhood, and comfort in age. He took no pains 
to cultivate friendſhip, and felt more pleaſure in the 
diſtant proſtration of diſtant homage, than in the 
warm embraces of affection blended with efteem. 
Notwithſtanding his pride, he had ſtill one friend 
that eſteemed, and one daughter that ſtill loved him. 
His friend Arcadi was juſt, generous and ſincere. 
He had travelled in ſearch of wiſdom among the 
Bramins, who propagate their harmleſs doctrine on 
the banks of Ganges; he had «en initiated into the 
myſteries of thoſe whe ador-d the divinity under 
the ſymbol of fire ; he knew the art of commanding 
armies, and of giving laws to men. Zamora, his 
daughter, ſurpaſſed all che mailens of Circaſſia in 
beauty. Her hair that ſhone briokter than the gold 
of Indoſtan, her features that ſeemed to borrow in- 
nocence from the dove. the blue lure of her eves, 
and the faultleſs delicacy of her perſon, all conſpir- 
ed to render her the moſt accompliſhed of all the 

daughters 


” 3 * "I 


INST RHUGCTO EX 25 


daughters of the eaſt. Diarbec ſeemed happy is 
the converſation of the one, and delighted with the 
innocent careſſes of the other; he loved them both, 
but he loved his riches better. He frequently aſ- 
ſured his youthful friend, that if he could nor fell 
his daughter to greater advantage, and with a pro- 
ſpect of preſiding in the ſeraglio of Perſia, he ſhould 
be preferred; a declaration which Arcadi conſider- 
ed as an actual promiſe: he loved $amora, and 
his merit excited the fime paſhon in her. Every 
thing ſeemed to be comfortable to their wiſhes, and 
a few days had compleated their anion, had not a 


caravan arrived from lipahan to purchafe beautiful 


women for the harems of Perſia. 
The merchants, whom former correſpondence 


had made acquainted with the family of Diarbec, 


repaired immediately to his houſe, and made their 
liirft application to him. Theugh Diarbec had ne 
great inclination to fell his daughter, yet be had a 
ſtrong delire to know her value. He therefore car- 
ried the merchants to her apartment, in order to 
examine her merits and fix her price. The mer- 
chants, whom long cuſtom had rendered diſpaſſio- 
nate judges of beauty, were immediately ſtruck 
with her appearance; they examined her with the 
prying eye of aliffidence and diſtruſt ; they ſearch - 
ed for faults, but could not help commending. 
Every motion, every attitude, and every feature, 
diſplaved the moſt beautiful grace, ſymmetry, and 
proportion: in ſhort, they found her worthy to 
grace the ſeragſio of the Perſian Sophi, and even to 
adurn the ſcat of eaſtern throne. 
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Struck with the appearance of ſo much beauty 
and perfection, they preſſed Diarbec tu name her 
price, and it ſhould be immediately paid, for the 
charms of Zamora were ineſtimable. An offer ſo 
far above the moſt extravagant with of his unbound- 
ed avarice, changed in a moment his former reſo- 
lution ; and forgetting all the ties of parental affec- 
tion, and the declarations of affected friendſhip, he 
determined to fel} his daughter; but at the ſame 
time reſolved to make fo large a demand as would 
conſole him for her abſence, and place him far above 
all the inhabitants of the Circaſſian valleys. Accord. 
ingly he afked with confidence a thouſand ſequins 
ot gold; but aſked it only to try what they would 
be content to offer. He was therefore aſtoniſhed to 
find his demand accepted without the leaſt heſitati- 
on or delay. ; 

The merchants having thus purchaſed the beauti- 
ful Zamora, took the lovely prize from her apart- 
ment, and placed her en a Perſian camel. In vain 
the intreated the piry of her inexorable father; in 
vain ſhe vowed to make no other than her dear 
Arcadi happy. Deaf to her intreaties, and un- 
moved at her tears, the merchaats carried her from 
the houfe of her avaricious father. Her lover, who 
was ſoon informed of her misfortunes, flew to her 
father, %1s former friend ; painted in the molt lively 
manner the misfortunes that would inevitably at- 
tend both him and his daughter; and implored re. 
dreſs. Diarbec heard his complaint with that hap- 
py indifference which ſomerimes ſupports the mind 
under the commullon of tlie moſt atrocious crimes : 


he 
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ke heard, pretended to pity, but failed to relieve. 


The caravan now ſet forward on its return to 
Perſia ; for Zamora alone ſeemed a prize ſuaſſicient 
io recompence their ecpenſive and toilſome journ- 
ed. Her unfortunate lover, who had built all his 
hopes of future happineſs on the flattering i.*ca of 
poſſeſſing the lovely daughter of Diarbec, determin- 
ed to abandon a country where he could never hope 
for tranquility or peace. Accordingly he {old his 
{mal} poſſoſſion in Circatha, and hired himfelt as a 
camel driver to one of the merchants, and reſolved 
in that diigniſe to reſcue the lovely Zamora, or 
periſh in attempt. 

In the mean time, Diarbec triumphed in the late 
addition to his fortune; he reflected with delight 
that the expences of his family was leſſened by the 
abſence of his daughter, and at the fame time his 
funds increaſed by the prodigious ſum he had re- 
ceived from the Perſian merchants ; he found, ot 
at leaſt fancied he found in his riches, a ſuflicicat 
recompence for the loſs of his family and friends; 
and than ked heaven for indulging him in a profuli- 
on of the only bleſſings he eſteemed below. Bur 
this tranquillity did not long continue ; an army of 
Tartars, numerous as the inſects that ſport in the 
noon-tide beam, came ſweeping down from the 
mountains of Jarigorod, and covered the who 
plains of Circaſſia like a flight of locuſts wafted by 
the eaſtern breeze. 

Now the riches, the herds, the flocks of Diar- 
bec, thoſe fleeting treaſures of fortune, in which he 
gloried, became an eaſy prey to bands of lawleſs in- 
vaders: 
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vaders; and his ſervants, who deteſted the avarice 
of their maſter, refuſing to defend him, he wat 
taken priſoner by enemies, whoſe hearts were, if 
poſſible, greater ſtrangers to the feelings of huma- 
nity than his own. He was now, whea too late, 
convinced, that he wanted a friend tv aſſiſt him in 
repelling the enemy ; and that even the preſence of 
his daughter would either have mitigated the fury 
of the enemy, or ſoftened the ſeverity of ſervitude. 
Bur it was in vain to wiſh for what was mot to be 
found, or endeavour to recal the fleeting moments, 
when he ſacrificed both to his unbounded avarice. 
He now beheld all his ſubſtance diſperſed like the 
fands that fly before the winds on the plains of Bo- 
kara, and himſelf fold to an Armenian ſhepherd, 
who employed him in tending his flocks at the foot 
of Mount Ararat, where his only portion were in- 
ceſſant toil, and unſheltered diftreſs. 

His mind, before a ſtranger to the ſofter paſſions 
of pity and commiſcration, now began to acquire 
wiſdom in the ſchool of adverſity ; he now reflected 
on his former conduct, and the juſtice of his puniſh- 
ment. How often did he wiſh to behold once more 
his offended friend, and unjured daughter. He 
found no relief in reflecting that ſhe might perhaps 
enjoy the ſmiles of majeſty, while he himſelf felt 
the cruel hand of an unrelenting maſter, and his 
hoary head bent beneath the weight of fervitude. 
He was however forced to ſupport a burden which 
could not be removed, and bear with misfortunes 
which could not be mitigated by complaints. Buy 
ume itleis could not recuncile a mind to ſlavery 

that 
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that had been nurſed in the lap of liberty ; he was 
therefore reſalved to attempt an eſcape the firſt op- 
portunity, though he well koew that his life mult. 
pay the forfeit of a diſcovery. - 

Let us now follow the Circaſhan lovers, whom 
we lett on their journey with the Perſian caravan. 
Arcadi, who had diſgniſed himſelf in the habit of a 
ſervant, and hired himſelf as a mule-driver in the 
caravan, attended the camel that carried the lovely 
Zamora with aſſiduity and filent diſtreſs. One 
night when he was poſted as centinel to watch the 
caravan, he ſelected two Arabian courſers, flecter 
than the wind, and placing Zamora on the one, 
and kimſclf upon the other, left the Perſian mer- 
chants burned in ſleep, and, after two days, arriv- 
ed ſafely at Reſchid, a city which, though ſurround- 
ed with mighty monarchies, claims a peculiar jurif- 
diction to itſelt. 

In this city his great abilities ſoon procured him 
both honour and eſteem; he was raiſed from one 
poſt and employment to another, till at laſt he be- 
came chief governor and judge. In this high ſtati- 
on his integrity and capacity gained him the farour 
of the great, while his humility and lenity render- 
ed hm the favourite of the poor. Twice every 
day he fat on the ſeat of juſtice, hearing complaints 
and redreſſing grievances; and few came before 
him that were not ſatisfied with the juſtice of his 
deciſions. 

One day as he was thus diſperſing juſtice in pub” 
lic, a criminal was brought betore him, that ſcem- 
ed to have been long acquainted with famine and 

fatigue 
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latigue. The fetter had left on his leg the mark of 
ſlavery, and his hair being lately cut, evidently 
proved that he had fled from his maſter; a crime 
always puniſhed with death; and, accordingly, 
Arcadi was going to pronounce the fatal ſentences 
when te wretched priſoner, in an agony of deſ- 
pair, cried out, Alla is but one, and Mahome: 
* is his prophet ! I deſerve to die, for I deſpiſed 
* friendſhip, abuſed my parental authority, and 
« preferred wealth and poſſeſnons, though more 
* fleeting than the morning cloud, to domeſtic, 
* tranquillity. Were Arcadi or Zamora preſent, 
% could encounter af: tions with fornude! 
Their forgiveneſs would ſinooth my paiſage to 
the grave. I could reſign my life with ple: dure 
in the arms of my faithful friend, and deareſt 
* daughter. O curft ambition, wretcked wealth, 
to what a miſerable ſtate have you reduc.d the 
unfortunate Diarbec!“ 

The judge heard this exclamation with rapture 
and ſurpriſe. He gazcd with aſtoniſhment on the 
miſerable priſoner, and beheld in his face the fear 
tures of the once-oonlent, the haughty Circaſſian, 
now clouded with ſorrow, and rendered obſcure by 
famine and fatigue. Deſcending therefore from his 
tribunal, he flew to his father, and embraced him 
with all the forgiving fondneſs of a faithful friend. 
Diarbec was lot in amazement at ſo unexpected a 
ſcene of happineſs and joy; but how was he tran- 
ſported to hear that his lovely daughter was ftill 
haypy, and in his friend's polleiſion i But even the 


pen of Dali, that delight of the heart, and roſe of 


rerfection, 
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perfection, cannot fully deſcribe the joy that ſill-4 
the breaſts of this ouce- ambi dus Circathan an! ing 
beautiful daughter, at ſo unc ted an evert. Let 
it therefore ſuffice to ſay, at it can only be equal- 
led in the bowers of paradiſe, the happy manlions ot 
tranquillity and joy. 

Thus was the condition of Diarbec changed at 
once, from miſery and deſpair to happineſs au? * 
ultation. The ſentence of death, which he evnect- 
ed to hear pronounced from the tribunal of ja hee, 
turned into the kizd cong;atulations of a taichtul 
friend. And as Diarbec had learned in {Iivery the. 
leſſons of wiſdom, of juſtice, of humanity he now 
felt for the afflicted, rejoiced in removing the pon- 
derous hand of misfortune trom the breaſt of che in- 
digent, and ia defending the poor and needy a- 
gainſt the cruel tyranny of the rich and powerful. 
He was convinced, that the paths of virtue were the 
paths of happinets, and the only avenues that lead 
to the perennial fountains of felicity. 


— 


A REMARKABLE RELATION OF A HIGH. 
LAND ROBBER. 


N OT many vears after the laſt Rebellion in 
Scotland, an Officer of ſome diſtinction was travel- 
ling through the Highlands. Barbarous as that 
part ot Scotland ſtill is, it was much more fo then. 
The public roads, where there were any, were 
hardly perceivable. The people, though originally 

gyod- 
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good natured, were peculiarly inimical to ſoldiers, 
while the maſſacre that followed the Battle of Cul- 
loden was yet recent in their memories. 

Thus ſituated, the Officer could not poſſibly 
know his way, and it was almoſt in vain to aſl 
where he could neither underſtand nor be under- 
ſtood. To complete his misfortune, there happen- 
ed to be that day a great fall of ſnow. He was at- 
tended only by a ſingle ſervant. In ſuch circum» 
ſtances they continued their journey, not doubting 
but they ſhould periſh at laſt. After wandering in 
this painful ſuſpenſe the whole day, they 
diſcovered, in the dufk of the evening, ſomething 
like a light at a diſtance. *Thither they repaired 
without heſitation ; but when they reached the ſpot 


where they expeRed to find a houſe, they found 


themſelves at the foot a tremendous precipice, and 
the light that had decayed them ſtill glimmering at 
an inacceſhble height above their heads. In this 
ſtate of deſperation they hallooed with all their 
might, and were immediately aſked by a human 
voice what they wanted. They then declared their 
ſituation, and only begged to know whether they 
could hope for any relief. In an inſtant a man came 
and deſired them to follow him. They did fo, but 
were obliged, though reluctantly, to leave their 
horſes faſtened below. They ſoon arrived by a 
zigzag way, to a large cavity in the middle of the 
rock, and the firſt ſight they ſaw was a vaſt pile of 
taggors lighted up in the center of a prodigious 
vacuity. There their guide left them, and return- 
el in a moment from ſome coaccalcd part in this 

ſubterrancous 
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ſubterraneous habitation, with above fifty armed 
men. 

At ſuch a formidable and unexpected object, in 
circumſtances otherwiſe ſufficiently perilous, our 
Travellers were greatly and unavoidably ſtart- 
led, when one, who ſeemed to have the command 

of the reſt, addreſſed them to this purpoſe : 
© You can be at no loſs to gueſs what we are, 
trom our appearance; but you have nothing to fear. 
For tho' we hve by what is called violence, we are 
not infenſible ro humanity. Our depredations are 
ever ſtained with cruelty, and feldora with blood; 
and thoſe whom necellity have thrown on our care, 
have never either been treated with barbarity, or 
ſutfered to want. We extort a little from thoſe on- 
Iy who are able to ſpare it; but rather augment 
than diminiſh the property of the poor. We know 
what we have to expect when we fall into the hands 
of the rich and powerful, and are reſigned to our 
late; but we never take advantage of the miſerable. 
Nor is it to diſtreſs others, but ſolely to ſupport our 
ſelves, that we live in this manner. You fee our 
quarters, and ſhall have all the accommodati- 
on they can afford you; and if you can truſt us, 
who have no reaſon to deceive you, we welcome you 
to a temporary reſidence in theſe adamantine abodes, 
with the moſt perfect ſincerity. Our fare is homely 
but wholeſome, and our beds, though coarſe, are 
uct in feſted with vermin. Nor be under any con- 
cern for your horſes; they too ſhall ſhare out pro- 
tection and hoiſpitalty. We kave no hay, but 
iney ſhall not want for coru and water. Stables 
| E we 
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we have none, but can ſhelter them for one night, 
at leaſt, ſufficiently from the inclemencies of the 
weather.” | 

This harangue revived the courage of the gueſts, 
and they were ſeaſonably preſented with a cup of 
whiſky each, to recover them from the cold and 
fatigue they had ſuffered. Their ſtomachs by this 
time muſt have been abundantly keen, and by their 
own account, they never ſupped more delicioully 
in their lives than they did that night, on poultry 
and fine Highland mutton haſtily broiled on the live 
aſhles. 

Reſt was the next thing of which they ſtood moſt 
in need: and their generous hoſt led them to an 
inner appartment in the Cave, which ſeemed to 
be at once their treaſury and their magazine. There 


two facks of heath were by his orders brought in, 
and put on end with its crop uppermoſt. Then a 


rope was faſtened about the whole to kcep it to- 
gether. On this ſimple contrivance, which form- 
ed a moſt delicious ſofa, they laid themſelves down. 

The Officer had ſome notes of value about him, 
a above twenty guineas in gold, beſides a very 
bandſome gold watch, and other coſtly trinkets ; 
bet us he expected they would fearch him for his 
mourcy, he did nut attempt to ſecrete any thing. 
Their Eoſt c:ither e, d or ſuſpected their timi- 
dity, and vitcred bin! to be their guard. They 
diſſuaded him as much as poſlible; but he told 
them plainly, that uulcts he kept himſelf conttant- 
ly by them, he could not be anfwer. Ie tor the con- 
duct of his compentcrs. 
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He therefore ſlept by them on the bare rock the 
whole night. In the morning they found them. 
ſelves thus alone with him, and every thing as they 
left it in the evening, fave that of the whole fiity 
men they ſaw, not one was now viſible but the head 
of the gang. Another fire of wood was inſtantly 
lighted up, and as he told them they had near 
twenty miles to ride before they could find any pro- 
„ion for themſelves or horſes, they were prevailed 
on to eat very heartily of cheeſe and whuky ere 
thev fer out. 

He then produced their horſes, who had been 
well fed, and were in charming ſpirits. He like- 
wiſe inſiſted on putting them on a road where they 
might be in no further danger ot loſing their way. 
On this the ſervant was ordered to diſmount and 
give him his horſe ; but he choſe rather te walk, 
and told them, he could eaſily keep up with them. 
At their parting---** Sir, (ſaid the Officer) we are 
ſtruck at the whole of your conduct, from tirit to 
laſt, with equal admiration and gratitude. We 
have been treated like Princes, where we expected 
our throats were to be cut. It 1s not in my power 
ſpfhciemly to reward your generolity ; but here is 
a ſmall purſe of guineas, which is all the ready caſh 
I have about me. I can very well ſpare it, and ſhall 
think mvielf honoured by your acceptance of ir. 
I am only forry it is not more, for your fake.” 

* Look'e, Sir, (ſaid the Highlandman) you now 
ſee our way of life. The fellows you ſaw are all 
truſty and tried. We go to a free market for 
whatever we want. In ſuch a ſituation money can 
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be no object to us: though it were, know, that 
Serjcant More 1s above being hired to do what his 
heart tells him is right.“ -- Are you Serjeant 
More?“ exclaimed the Officer.“ I am.“ 
© Why, your name is a terror to the whole country 
round. It is.“ Do you know that a re- 
ward is offered for you, dead or alive?“ --- 1 do.“ 
---+* Why then do you truit yourſelf alone with 
two armed men?” ---** To ſhew you that my heart 
is a ſtranger to fear.” He then drew his ſword, 
and leaning on it gently, ** Sir, (ſaid he) I was 
born a Gentleman, and have lived a Clown. Early 
misfortunes obliged me to conce my name and 
family, and inliſt in the Army. My conduct there 
attracted the attention of my ſuperiors, but 1 had 
ne intereſt to riſe higher than a Halbert, and was 
diſcharged with the Regiment in which I ferved- 
This way of life was then impoſed on me by neceſ- 
lity. It is likely 1 ſhall be made an example, to 
deter others from the ſame- clandeſtine practices: 
and all I aſk, when you hear of my death, whether 
public or private, is, that you remember you once 
owed your life to him who never took one but in 
the cauie of his country, when he fought for his 
King, and expoſcd his own. Farewell!“ 


A NOBLE INSTANCE OF GENEROSITY. 


n 

1 HE Elizabeth, an Engiiſh man of war, would 

intallibly have been loſt in the ſuoals on the coaſt of 
Florida, 
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Florida, in 1746, had not Captain Edwards ventur- 
ed into the Havannah. It was in time of war, and 
the port belonged to the enemy, I come (ſaid 
the captain to the governor). to deliver up 
% my ſhip, my Gailors, my ſoldiers, and myſelt, 
into your hands: I only aſk the lives of my men.“ 
© No-“ (faid the Spaniſh commander) © 1 will 
„not be guilty of ſo diſhonourable an action. Had 
we taken you in fight, in open ſea, or upon our 
coaſts, your ih1p would have been ours, and you 
© would be our priſoners. But, as you are driven 
in by ftreſs of weather, and are come hither for 
tear of being caſt away, 1 do, and ought, to for- 
get that my nation is at war with yours. You 
« are men, and ſo are we: you are in diſtreſs, and 
have a right to our pity. You are at liberty to 
© unload and refit your veſſel; and, if you want 
it, you may trade in this port, to pay your 
charges: you may then go away, and you will 
have a paſs to carry you ſafe beyond the Ber- 
mudas. If, after this, you are taken, you will 
be a lawfhl prize; bur, at this moment, I ſce in 
Engliſhmen, only ftrangers, for whom humani- 
* ty claims our aſſiſtance.“ 


— — 7 FEEL CCC —— 


MENALCAS AND ALEXIS. 


Meynxaucas was old. Fourſcore years had al- 
ready bowed down his head. The filver hairs 
ſnhadowed his forehead, and a ſnowy beard flowed 


Over 
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over his breaſt. A ſtaff ſecured his tottering ſteps. 
As he, who, after the labours of a fair ſummer's 
day, in the cool of the evening fits down conrent, 
and thanks the gods, waiting for peaceful ſlumbers; 
ſo Menalcas conſecrated the remainder of his days 
to repoſe, and to the worſhip of the gods: tor he 
had paſſed his life in labour and beneticence; and, 
therefore, tranquil and reſigned, he waited for the 
ſlumbers of the grave. 

Menalcas ſaw bleſſings diffuſed among his chil- 
dren. He had given them numerous flocks, and 
fruitful paſtures. Full of render anxiety, they 
ſtrove to cheer his latter days, and to repay the 
care he had taken of their tender years. Tis a 
duty the gods never leave anrecompenſed. 

One day, as he was tinting at the entrance of his 
cottage, refreſhing himſelf in the morning fun, no 
one was with him but his grandſon Alexis. The 
lovely youth had not yet ſeen fourteen winters. The 
roſes of the ſpring bloomed on his cheeks, while 


locks of gold flowed o'er his ſho:1ders, The old 


man entertained him with diſcourſes or. he happt- 
neſs of doing good to mankind, and of relieving the 
Indigent. There is no pleaſure, he ſaid, can equal 
that we feel after a virtuous action. The brilliant 
charris of Aurora, the ſweet ſetting of the ſun, and 
the variegated beauties of nature, all fill the heart 
with delicious ſentations: but the pleaſure which 
ſprings from beneficeace, is far, far more delicious! 
---Tears of joy and tenderneſs bedewed the cheeks 
of young Alexis. The old man faw them with 
tranſport. You weep, my child, faid he, fixing 
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his eyes tenderly on him: ſurely my diſcourſe, 
alone, could not cauſe theſe tears! There is ſome- 
thing in thy hear t, that makes them flow. 

Alexis wiped the drops from his roſy cheeks 3 
but his eyes were ſtill filled with treth tears. Oh! 
I know, yes, I feel, that nothing is fo ſweet as do- 
ing good. 

Menalcas was affected. He preſſed the youth's 
hand in his; and ſaid, I fee by thy countenance, 
I read in thine eyes, that thy mind is touched, and 
that it is not merely by what I have tad. 

The young ſhepherd, abaihed, turned away his 
face.---At laſt, reftraining his tears, I will tell you, 
ſaid he, what, perhaps, | ſhould have concealed 
for ever in the bottom of my heart; for I have 
learnt from you, that he who boaſts of the good he 
does, is but good by halves, It was for that reaſon, 
I would have concealed from you, what made my 
heart throb; what convinced me fo pleatingly, that 
the ſatisfaction of doing good, is the moſt delicious 
pleaſure of our lives. 

One of our ſheep had ſtraved. I went to ſeek it 
on the hills; when I heard a voice. I crept to- 
wards the place whence the voice ſeemed to come; 
and I perceived a man. He took from his ſhoulders, 
aheavy burden; and, ſighing, laid it on the ground. 
I cannot, no, he ſaid, I cannot go any further. 
How fall of bitterneſs are my days! A ſcanty and 
wretched fſubliſtence is all I obtain by my labour. 
Many hours have I wandered, loaded with this 
burden, amidſt the moſt inteuſe heat; and I can 
find no ſpring to quench my thiiit, no tree, not 
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even a buſh, whoſe fruit can refreſh me. I ſ-e no- 
thing all around me, but frightful deſerts ; no path 
appears to lead me to my hut, and my tottering 
knees cannot ſupport me longer. Yer, let me not 
murmur.---Gods ! you have always ſuccoured me. 
Thus lamenting, he laid himſelf, exhauſted, off 
his burden. 

Then, without being obſerved, I ran with all 
my ſtrength to our cottage. I inſtantly put into a 
baſket, freſh and dry fruits, and filled my largeft 
flagon with milk. I flew back to the mountain, 
and again found the unhappy man. He was then 
in a peaceful ſlumber. Softly, quite ſoftly, I ap- 
proached him, ſet the baſket and flagon of milk by 
his fide, and hid myſelf at a little diſtance. He 
ſoon awoke. What a ſweet refreſhment is tleep ! 
he ſaid; then, looking on his burden, 1 will now try 
to carry thee further; fo, haſt thou not ſerved as a 
pillow to my head ? Perhaps, the gods will direct 
my ſteps, that I may ſoon hear the murmur cf 
ſome fountain, or that I may find ſome cottage, 
whoſe hoſpitable maſter will receive me under his 
roof. 

At the moment he was taking up his load, he 
perceived the flagon and the baſket. The burden 
fell from his hands. Ye gods! he cried, what do 
I fee? Alas! my want diſturbs my ſenſes! I furely 
dream; and when I ſhall awake, all will vaniſh. 
But, n0,---I am awake.---He laid his hand upon 
the baiket.---Yes,---I am awake! What divinity ; 
O! what propitious power, hath wrought .this 
muacle? To thee I pour the firſt drops of this milk; 
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io thee 1 conſecrate theſe two apples, the faireſt of 
the baſlet. Receive, O vouchſate favourably to 
receive my grateful offerings! Thou knoweſt the 
ſincerity of my heart. He then ſat down, and ate, 
while tears of joy ran down. his tice. When he 
was refreſh:d, he roſe, and offered his thanks, 
once more, to the pewer that Had watched over 
him with fo much goodaeſs, Or, have the go is, 
be ſid, hure they ſent thither ſume benencent mor- 
tal! Why cannot | (ec and embrace him! Where 
ait thou? Let me thank and bicks tice. Mav Vie 
wods blets him! bleſs the gencrous man, all that 
are lis, and all that are dear to lum! 1am atis 
lied. I will take with me, theft: fois: my wife 
and children ſhall eat of them, and bicks, with me, 
Our unknown benefactur. ie went lus way, and I 
wer tor joy. 

I then ran till l had gat before lim, and fat down 
by the way through which he muſt pas. He came; 
he ſaluted me, and ſaid, My fon, hat thou len 
ny one in theſe mountains, bearing a fagon and 4 
beſkat of fruit ?---T have met no one bearing augen 
and a baſket of fruit: but howcame you into this ert 
ſaid I: you muſt ſurely have loft your wav: there 
is no path, that leads hither. Alas! my child, he 
ſaid, I did unluckily lefe my way; and, if tome 
beneficent deity---or, if it were a mortal, the gods 
bleſs him! if ſome beneficent being had not favea 
de, I ſhould have periſhed with hunger and din iſt, 
on theſe mountaius.--Let me ſhew thee the way, 
ſaid I; give me thy burden. that I may carry it, 
aud tliou wilt the more ealily follow mie.---Aiter re- 
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fuſing along time, he gave me the burden; and I con- 
ducted him to the road, that leads to his cottage. 

This, my father, is what makes me ftill weep 
with joy. What I did, coſt me little trouble; yer, 
every time I think on it, the remembrance delights 
me. How happy muſt he be, who has done a great 
deal of good ! | 

The old man embraced the youth, with the 
ſweeteſt tranſports of pleaſure.---Ah! now I ſhall 
deſcend, without regret, to the grave; ſince I leave 
bein me, in my cottage, piety and beneficence. 


AN AFFECTING INSTANCE OF PAREN- 
TAL AFFECTION. 


In one of the obſcure corners of London, lived 
an indigent, but honeſt mortal, with his wife and 
three children, who gained a mean livehhood by 
ſelling greens, which he purchaſed of an opulent 
gardener in the neighbourhood, who had agreed 
to furnith him with what he wanted, on condition 
of his paying for them every week. This agree- 
ment was fur ſome time literally performed; but at 
hiſt the wife and eldeft child falling fick, the un- 
bappy man found it impoſſible to fulfil his promiſe, 
and at the jame time procure the neceſſaries requi- 
fite in his afflicted family. And by this means he 
owed his griping credicor the immenſe tum of two 
ard forty ſliillings. 

Ths rich gardener, on finding the poor man had 
Not 
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n2t paid him as uſual the weekly account, flew t 
his houſe, and after telling his debtor that l 
would no longer ſupply him with greens, added, in 
the moſt unp2rious manner, that unlets he inſtantly 
paid his arrears, he would fend him without delay 
to a priſon. The poor man pleaded for time in the 
molt pathetic manner; ſhewed him his wife and 
child, who lay in the moſt dangerous condition 
and begged he would be contented to take halt the 
ſam, for the preſent, as he hoped then to be able to 
farnith his little ſhop, fupport his indigent family 
and pay him the remainder in a reatonable time. 
But all his attempts to ſoſten the ſtony heart of his 
creditor were of no elle; he intiſted on his 
paying him the whole dicetly, without ſhewing the 
Icaſt regard to the moving complaints of his fellow 


creature. The pour man ſiading it in vain to plead 


for indulgence, paid the debt, which was the whole 
ſam he was maler of The inhuman creditor 
having received the money, leit this untortunute 
family, and, iuſtead ct pirying, inſulted their miſ- 
fortuncs. 

But the pcor man was hardly alone, than he a- 
bandoned himlc!r to his grief, which, by reflecting 
on the miteries he imapined mult invenably - end 
his diſtreſſed family, ſoon changed into deſpair. At 
length he was rouſed from his melancholy ſug- 
ge ſtious by his wite who begyed him to bring her a 
live water, and provide ſomething for the chil:irea 
who were crving for bread. ** My dear children. 
« cried he, your wants mall be jupplicd, but it will 
«< colt your poor father dear.“ Ile knew that th: 
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pamſh was obliged to take care of diſtreſſed widows 
and orphans, aud could think of no other method 
ot prelerving them from perithing, than by depriv- 
ing her ot a huiband and them of a father, who 
was incapable of ſupplying them with bread. 

Filled with this terrible purpoſe, he retired into 
a ſmall clofet, where he uſed to keep his herbs, de- 
termining to put it immediarely in execution. The 
thoughts of a future ſtate ſtopped him tor ſome mo- 
ments; but retlecting there was no other method 
of taving his tamtly, he addrefled himſelf to his 
Creator, begging he wenld not impure that to him 
as a crime, which, in order to fave the lives of his 
innocent Wife aud children, it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſiry ler lim to peilurm. Ee now placed about 
bis neck the fatal cord, and had foon launched into 
eternity, had not a woman who lived in an adjacent 
aa!tment heard the blows he gave the partition 
With his fect in ſtruggling for lite. She was then at 
breaktait; and thinking the lick woman ſtood in 
immcdiate need of her atliltance, ran in with a knite 
in hei hand, and entering the cloſet, cut down the 
unllappy wietch, who had probably only a few 
moments to live. Her cries brought the tick wo- 
man and a nughbouring furgeon to her alliſtance; 


by which means the unfortunate man Was recover- 
ed, 


This remarkable action ſoon ſpread over the 
veighbourhood, and forwnatcly rcached the ears 
of a perſon of ditinSinmn, remarkable for his huma- 
ery, who ordered him to be bovght to has houſe ; 
aud after placing the enormity of his crime in the 
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moſt conſpicuous point of light, gave n money 
ſarncient to furniſh his (hop, aud provide neceilarics 
tor his family, ordering hun whenever ne was ag un 
reduced to mistoctunes, Us apply to him. Ihe poor 
man, filled with grattude, gave his Lordſhip a 
faithful acgount of ene wile tranſaction, and de- 
ſcribed, in ſo afl ting a manner, the dreadtul fi- 
tuation he ws m, on tecing his chiidtren on the 
point ot Derivinag wirn hanger, that luis Sener“ 
bunefactor could not refrain fro tears. 

How diſſcrent muſt the coedud of the cruel 
gardener, and that of this hum ee noble man. ap- 
Par to the cye of every unprejuuniced mortal? The 
former excites our contempi ant abhorrence ; while 
the latter engap2s our warmett witches for his laps 
pinels. And turely thoſe wierches themlelves, 
u % have no regard for any thing but their own 
intereſt, ca mot help applauding this beneficent 
a ion, though their ſordid fouls will put faffer 
th m to aht the needy, nor Wipe the teais rom 
the brow of indigence. | 
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DPESCRIPTION CF A STORM. 


Ser the whole atmoſ, bete is hurled into the 
moſt tumultuous contui:on. The acrial torrent burits 
its way over mountains, ſæas, and cartinents. All 
things feel the dreadtul ock. All things tremble 
before the furious blaſt. The foreſt, vex<d and 
tore, groans under the ſcourge; ner ſturdy fons 
are firained to the very root, and almoſt kils the 
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the ſoil they were went to ſhade. The ſtubborn 
oak that diſdains to bend is daſhed headlong to the 
ground; and, with ſhattered arms, and proſtrate 
trunk, blocks the road. While the flexible reed 
that ſprings in the marſh, yielding to the guſt, e- 
ludes the force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidſt 
the wideſpread havock. 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky 
ſeems to be aſſwaged; but ir intermits its wrath, only 
to increaſe ns ſtrength. Soon the ſounding ſqua- 
drons of the air return to their attack, aud renew 
their ravages with redoubled fury. The ftately 
dome rocks amidſt the wheehng clouds. The im- 
pregnable tower totters on its baſis, and threatens 
to overwhelm whom it was intended to protect. 

The rugged rock is rent in pieces; and even the 
hills, the perpetual hills, on their deep foundations 
are ſcarce ſecure. Where now is the place of 
ſafery? When the city recls, and houſes becomes 
heaps of ruin! Sleep afrighred flies from the eyes 
of mortals. Diverſion is turned in horror. All is 
uproar in the elements; all is conſternation among 
mortals, and nothing but one wide ſcene of ructul 
deveſtanion through the land. 

The ocean ſwells with tremendous commorions. 
The ponderous waves are heaved from their capa- 
cious bed, and almoſt lay bare the untathomable 
deep. Flung into the moſt rapid agitation, they 
ſu cep over the rocks, they laſh the lofty cliffs, and 
toſs themſelves into the clouds. Navies are rent 
trom their anchors, and, with all their enormous 
load, are whirled ſwift as the arrow, wild as the 
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winds, along the vaſt abyſs. Now, they climb the 
rolling mountain, they plow the frightful ridge, 
and ſeem to ſkim the ſkies : Anon they plunge into 
the opening gulph, they loſe the ſight of day, aud 
are loſt themſelves to every eye. How vain is the 
pilot's art! How impotent the mariners's ſtrength ! 
The reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the jarring 
hold ; or cling to the cordage, while burſting ſeas 
foam over the deck. Deſpair is in every face, and 
death fits threatening on every ſurge. 

Now the clouds diſcharge themſelves in a tor- 
rent of hail, that heavy artillery of the ſky. Driven 
by the vehement wind, withwhat dreadful impetuoſit y 
does the ſtrong ſhower tall ? How it rebounds from 
the mountains, and rattles ou the reſounding dome! 
It attenuates the rivers into ſmoke, or ſcourges 
them into foam. It cruſhes the infant flowers, and 
deſtroys the gardener's early plants. But the 
fierce attack is quickly over. The clauds have ſoon 
ſpent their pointed ſhafts. 

But, behold a bow of no hoſtile intention; a bow 
painted in variegated colours on the duiburdened 
cloud. How vaſt is the extent, how delicate the 
texture of that ſhowery ch! It compalleth the 
heavens with a glorious circle, and makes us for- 
get the horrors of the ſtorm. Elegant is its form, 
and rich its tinctures; but more delightful its 
lecred ſiguificancy. While the violet and the 
roſe bluſh in its beautiful aſpect, the olive-branch 
{miles in its gracious import. It writes in radiaut 
eyes what the Angels ſung in harmonious ſtrains, 


Peace on caith, good-will towards men.” 
INGRATITUDE 
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INGRATITU DE PUNISHE D. 
An Eaſtern Tale. 


A Derviſe, venerable by his age, fell ill in the 
houſe of a woman who had been loeg a widow, and 
hved in extreme poverty in the ſubuibs of Bultvia, 
He was lo touched with the care and zal with 
which ſhe bad aſſiſted him, that at his departure he 
ſaid to her, I have remarked that you have where» 
with to ſubſiſt alone, bur that you hate nor ſub u- 
tence enough to fharc it with yeur only lun, the 
young Abdallah: It you will truſt him to my cares 
I will endeavour te acknowledge, in lus perſon, the 
obligations I have to you for your care 6f me. The 
good woman received his propoſal with joy; and 
the Derviſe d-parted with the voung man, ad verti- 
ſing her, that they muſt perform a journey which 
wouid lat near two years, As they tra;eiled, he 
kept kim in afluence, gave him excellent inftruc- 
tions, cured him of a da ous diſcaſe with which 
he was attacked; in fine, took the ſame care of 
him. «as if he had been his own ſon. Abdallah a 
hundred times teſtiied his grainude to him for 
all his boduties; but the old man alwavs anſwered, 
My fon, it is by actione chat gratitude is proved; 
we ſhall ſee, in a proper time and place, whether 

you are ſo grateful as you pretend.” 
One day, as they cuninucd they travels, they 
ſound 
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found themſelves in a folitary place, and the der- 
vile faid to Abdallah, My ton, we are now at the 
end of our journey: [I ſhall employ my prayers to 
obtain from heaven, that the earth may open and 
make an entrance wide enough to permit thee to 
deſcend into a place, where thou wilt find one of 
the greateſt treaſures that the earth incloſes in her 
bowels. Haſt thou courage to deſcend into this 
ſubterranean vault ? continued he. Abdallah ſwore 
to him, he might depend upon his obedience and 
zeal, Then the derviſe lighted a ſmall fire, into 
which he caſt a perfume; he read and prayed for 
ſome moments, after which the earth opened, and 
tine derviſe ſaid to him,“ Thou mayeſt now 
enter, my dear Abdallah; remember that it is in 
thy power to do me u great ſervice, and that this 
is, perhaps, the only opportunity thou canft ever 
| bave of teſtifying to me, that thou art not. ungrate- 
ful: Do not let thyſelf be dazzled by all the riches 
that thou wilt fiad there; think only of ſeizing 
upon an iron candleftick with twelve branches, 
which thou wilt find cloſe to a door; that is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to me; come up immediately and 
bring it to me.“ Abdallah promiſed every thii'g, 
and deſcended boldly into the vault. But, forgot- 
ting what had been expreſly recommended to him, 
whilſt he was filling his veſt and his boſom with the 
gold and jewels which this ſubterranean vault incloſ- 
ed in prodigious heaps, the opening by which he 
had entered cloted of itſelf Ha-had, howevers 
preſence of mind enough to ſeize upon the iron 
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candleſtick, which the derviſe had fo. ſtrongly re- 
commended to him; and, though the fituation he 
was in was very terrible, he did not abandon 
himſelf to deſpair; and, thinking only in what 
manner he ſhould get eut of a place which might 
become his grave, he apprehended, that the vault 
had cloſed only becauſe he had not followed the 
order of the derviſe; recalled to his memory the 
care and goodneſs he had loaded him with; 
reproached himſelf with his ingratitude, and 
knithed his meditation by humbling himſelf be- 
fore God. At length, after much pain and 
inquietude, he was fortunate enough to find 
2 narrow paſſage which led him out of this 
obſcure cave; though it was not till he had follow- 
ed it a conſiderable way, that he perceived a ſmall 
opening, covered with briars and thorns, through 
which he returned to the light of the ſun. He look- 
ed on all ſides, to ſee it he could perceive the der- 
viſe, but in vain; he dehigned to deliver him the 
iron candlcftick he fo much wiſhed for, and form- 
ed a deſigu of quitting him, being rich enough, 
with what he had taken out ot the cavern, to live in 
afaence without his aſhſtance. | 

Not perceiving the derviſe, nor remembering 
any of the places through which he had paſſed, he 


went on as tortune directed him, and was extreme- 
ly aſtonithed to find huet eppolite to his mother's 


houſe, which he untagiued he was at a great diftance 
trom. She wamediaicly enquired atter the dervite. 
Abdallah told her frankly what had happeucd to 
hun, and Uis daiycr le lad run © ſatiszy his un- 
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reaſonable defires; he atterwards ſhewed her the 
riches with which he was loaded. His mother 
concluded, upon the fight of them, that the der- 
yiſc only defigned to make a trial of his courage 
and his obed:ence, and that they ought to make 
uſe of the happineſs which fortune had preſented to 
them; adding, that doubtleſs ſuch was the inten- 
tion of the holy derviſe. Whilſt they contemplar- 
ed upon theſe treaſures with avidity;  whulit they 
were dazzled with the luſtre of them, and formed 
a thouſand projects in conſequence of them, they 
ail vaniſhed away betore their eyes. It was then 
that Abdallah tacercly reproached himſelf with his 
ingratitude and diſobedience z and, perceving that 
the iron candie!tick had rehited the, enchantmeat, 
or rather the juſt puniſhment which thoſe: deſerve 
who do not exceute what they promiſe, he ſaid, 
proftrating himſolt, - What has happened to me 
is jaſt ; 1 have loſt what I had no deſiga to reſtore, 
and the candleſtick, which I intended to deliver to 
the derviſ:, remains with me: It 15 a proof, that 
it rightly belongs to him, and that the reſt was an- 
juſtly acquired.“ As be fiaiſhed theſe words, he 
placed the candleſtick in the midſt of their little 
woſe. 

When the night was come, without reflecting 
upon it, he placed the light in this candleftick. 
Immediately they ſaw a derviſe appear, who turns 
ed round for an hour, and diſappeared, after having 
thrown them an aſpre. ws Candleſtick had 
twelve branches. Abdallah, who was medrraring 
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Was willing to know what would happen the ext 
night, it he put a light ia each of them; he did ſo 
and twelve derviſes appeared that inftant; they 
turned round alſo tor an hour, and each of them 


threw an aſpre, as they diſappeared. He repeated 


every day the ſame ceremony, which had always 
the ſame ſucceſs; but he never could make it 
{ucceed more than once in twenty-four hours. This 
uifling ſum was enough to make his mother and 
* himlelt ſubbſt tolerably: There was a time when 
they would have deſired no more to be happy; but 
it was not conſiderable enough to change their for- 
tune: It is always dangerous tor the imagination 
to be ed upon. the idea of riches. The fight of 
what he believed he ſhould poſleſs; the projects he 
had formed for the employment of it; all theſe 
things had left ſuch profound traces in the mind 
of Abdallah, that nothing could efface them, 
Therefore, ſeeing the ſmall advantage he drew 
from the candleſtick, he reſolved to carry it back 
to the derviſe, in hopes that he might obtain of 
him the treaſure he had ſeen, or at leaſt find again 
the riches which had vaniſhed from their ſight, by 
reſtoriag to him a thing for which he had teſtified 
fo carncit a defire. He was fo fortunate as to re- 
member his name, and that of the city where he 
inhabited. He departed therefore immediately 
tor Magrebi, carrying with him his candleftick, 
which he lighted every night, and by that means 
turniſhed himſelf with what was neceflary on the 
ruad, without being ubliged to implore the aſſiſtance 
and compallion of the faithful. When he arrived 
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at Magrebi, his firſt care was to enquire in what 
houfe, or in what convent Abounadar, lodged; he 
was ſo well known, that every body told him his 
habitation. He repaired thither directly, and found 
fifty porters, who kept the gate of his houſe, 
having each a ſtaff with a head of gold in their 
hands: The court of this palace was filed wth 
ſlaves and domeſtics; in fine, the rehdchce ot a 
Prince could not expoſe to view greater mazz;nifi- 
cence. Abdallah, ſtuck Muh aſtoniſhment and 
admiration, teared to proceed. Certainly, thought 
he, I ether explancd myleif wrong, or thu, to 
whom I addrriied myieit, deligned to make jet 
of me, becaute | was a ſtranger; this is noc tie 
habuation of a detviſe, it is that uf a Rug. lie 
was in this embarraſiment, when a mau ap- 
pioached him, and ſaid to him, Abduilan, thou 
art welcome; my maſter Abounadar has long en- 
pected thee. He then conducted him to an agree- 
able and magnificent pavilion, where the derviſe 
was ſcated. Abdallah, ſtrack with the nches 
which he beheld on all ſides, would have proſtrat- 
ed himſelf at his feet; but Abounadar prevented 
him, and interrupted him, when he wuuld have 
made a merit of the candleſtick, which he preſ{-at- 
ed to him: Thou art but an ungratelul wretch, 
ſaid he ro him; doſt thou imagine thou canft im- 
poſe upon me? I am not ignorant of any one of 
thy thoughts; and, it thou hadſt known the value 
of this candleſtick, never wouldit thou have brought 
it to me: I will make thee ſenſible of its true uſe.” 
Immediately he *placcd a light. in each of its 

branches; 
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54 PLEASANT 
branches; and, when the twelve derriſes had 
turned for ſome time, Abounadar gave each of 
them a blow with a cane, and in a moment they 
were converted into twelve heaps of ſ:quins, dia- 
monds, and other precious ſtones. * This, ſaid 
he, is the proper uſe to be made of this marvellous 
candleftick. As to me, I never deſired it, but to 
place in my cabinct, as a taliſman compeſed by a 
fage whom I revere, and am pleaſed ro expoſe it 
lometimes to thoſe who come to vitit me; And, to 
prove to thee, added he, that curwfity was the 
the only occaſion of my ſcarch for it, here are the 
keys of my magazines, open them and chou ſhale 
judge of my riches; thuu flialt tell me, whether 
the moſt inſatiable miſer would not be fatished with 
them.” Abdallah obeyed him, and examined 
twelve magazines cf great extent, fo full of all 
manner of riches, that he could not diſtinguiſh 
what merited his admiration moſt ; they all de- 
ſerved and produced his defires. The regret of 
having reftored the eandleſtick, and that of not 
having found out the uſe of it, pierced the heart 
of Abdallah. Abounadar ſeemed not to perceive 
it; on the contrary, he loaded him with careſſes, 
kept him ſome days in his houſe, and commanded 
him to be treated as himſelf, When he was at the 
eve of the day which he had fixed ior his departure, 
he ſaid to him, - Abdallah, my fon, I believe, 
by what has happened to thee, thou art corrected 
of the frightful vice of ingratitude; however, I 
owe thee a mark of my afie&on, for having un- 
dertaken ſo long a burner with 4 view of bringing 

me 
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me the thing I had defired; thou mayeſt depart, 
I ſhall detain thee no longer. Thou ſhalt find to- 
morrow, at the gate of my palace, one of my horſes 
to carry thee; I make the a preſent of it, as well 
as of a ſlave who ſhall conduct thee to thy houſe ; 
two camels loaded with gold and jewels; which 
thou ſhalt chuſe thyſelf out of my treafares.” Ab- 
dallah ſaid to him all that a heart ſenſible to avarice 
could expreſs, when its paſhon was ſatisfied, and 
went to lie down till the morning arrived, which 
was fixed for his departure. 

During the night he was ſtill agitated, without 
being able to think ef any thing but the candleſtick, 
and what it had produced. I had it, ſaid he, 
ſo long in my power; Abounadar, without me, had 
never been the poſſeſſor of it: What riſques did I 
not run in the ſubterranzan vault? Why does he 
now poſleſs this treaſure of treaſures? Becauſe 1 
had the probity, or rather the folly, to bring it 
back to him: He profits by my labours, and the 
danger I incurred in fo long a journey. And what 
does he give me in return? Two camels loaded 
with gold and jewels; in one moment the candle. 
ſtick will furniſh him with ten times as much. It 
is Abounadar who is ungrateful : What wrong 
thail I do him in taking this candleftick ? None 
certainly; for he is rich: And what do I poſſes? 
Theſe ideas determined him, à length, ro make all 
poſlible attempts to ſeize upon the candlieſtick. 
The thing was not diſlicult, Abounadar having 
traſted him with the keys of his magazires. He 
knew where the-candleſtick was placed ; he ſeized 

upon 
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upon it, hid it at the bottom of one of the ſacks, 
which he filled with pieces of gold and other riches 
which he was allowed to take, and loaded it, as 
well as the ret, upon his camels. He had no o- 
ther eagerneſs now than for his departure; and, 
after having haſtily bid adieu to the generous Abou- 
nadar, he delivered him his keys, and departed 
with his horſe, his ſlave, and two camels. 

When he was ſome days journed from Balſora, 


he ſold his ſlave, reſolving not to have a witneſs of 


his former poverty, nor of the ſource of his preſent 
riches. He bought another, and arrived without 
any obſtacle at his mother's, whom he would ſcarce 
look upon: 80 much was he taken up with his 


treaſure. His firſt care was to place the loads f 


the camels and the candleftick in the melt private 
room in the houſe; and, in his impatience to feed 
his eyes with his great opulence, he placed lights 
immediately in the candleſtick : The twelve derviſes 
appearing, he gave each of them a blow with a 
cane with all his ſtrength, leſt he ſhould be failing 
in the laws of the taliiman : But he had not re- 
marked, that Abeunadar, when he ftruck them, 
had the cane in his leit-hand. Abdallah by a natu- 
ral motion, made uſe of his right; and the derviſes» 
inſtead of becoming heaps of riches, immediately 
drew from bencath their robes each a formidable 
club, with which they ſtruck him to hard and fo 
long, that they lett him almoſt dead, and diſap- 
peared, carrying with them all his treaſure, the 

camels, the horſe, the ſlave, and the candleſtick. 
Thus was Abdallah puniſhed by poverty, and 
almoſt 
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almoſt by death, for his unmeaſureable ambition, 
which, perhaps, might have becn pardouable, if 
it had not been accompanied by an ingratitude as 
wicked as it was audacious, lince he had not 
ſo much as the reſource of being able to con- 


ceal his perſidies from the too piercing eyes of his 
benefactor. 


— ä — 


GOOD-NATURED CREDULITY. 


A Chaldean Peaſant was conlucting a goat to 
the city of Bagdat. He was mounted on aa als5 
and the goat followed him, with à bell ſuſpentted 
from his neck. © b (hall fil theſe animals, taid be 
© to himſcit, for thurty pieces of filver. With this 
money I can purchate a new turban, aud a rich 
© veitment of taffety, which I will tie with a faſh 
© of purple ic. The young damlicls will then 
Hulle more favourably upon me, and 1 thail bg 
© the finelt man at the Moſque.“ 

Whilit the Peafrnt was thus anticipating io idea 
his future enjoymeats three aritul rogues coacerted 
a ſtratagem to plunder him of his treaſures.---As 
he moved along, one of them ſlipped off the 
bell from the neck of the goat; and, faitening 
it, wihout being perceived, to the tail of the aſs, 
carried away his booty. The man, riding upoa 
the aſs, and hearing the found of the bell, conti- 
nued to muſe, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
fs which he had ſuſtained. Happening, how- 
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ever, a ſhort while afterwards, to turn about his 
head, he diſcovered with grief and aftoniſhment, 
that the animal was gone, which conftituted ſo 
conſiderable a part of his riches ; and he inquired, 
with the utmoſt anxiety, after his goat, of every 
traveller whom he met. 

The ſecond rogue now accoſted him, and faid, 
1% J have juſt ſeen, ia vonder fields, a man in 
« great haſte, dragging along with him a goat.” 
The peaſant diſmounted with precipitation, and 
requeſted the obliging ſtranger to hold his aſs, that 
he might loſe no time in overtaking the thief. He 
initantly began the purſuit ; and, having traverſed, 
in vain, the courſe that was pointed out to him, he 
came back, fatigued and breathleſs, to the place 
from which he ſet out; where he found neither his 
als, nor the deceitful informer, to whoſe care he 
had entruſted him. 9 

As he walked penſively onwards, overwhelmed 
with ſhame, vexation, and diſappointment, his at- 
tention was rouſed by the loud complaiuts and 
lamentations of a poor man, who ſat by the ſide of 
a well. He turned out of the way toj ſympathize 
with a brother in affliction, recounted, his own 
misfortunes, and inquired the cauſe of that violent 
ſorrow, which ſeemed to opprels him. Alas!” 
{aid the poor man, in the molt piteous tone of 
voice, © as | was reſting here to drink, I droped 
„ into the water a catket ful. of diamonds, which 
„% I was employed to carry to the Caliph at Bag- 
& dat; and I ſhall be put to death, on the tulpiciva 
„ot having ccd lo yaluabic à tieaſure.“ 

18 Wuy 
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«© Why don't you jump into the well, in ſearch of 
« the caſket?” cried the peaſant, aſtoniſhed at the 
ſtupidity of his new acquaintance. © Becauſe it is 
« deep,” replied the man, and I can neithe® 
« dive nor ſwim. But will you undertake this 
« kind office for me, and I will reward you with 
© thirty pieces of filver” The peaſant accepted 
the offer with exultation; and, u hilſt he was put- 
ting off his caſſock, veſt, and ſhippers, poured out 
his ſoul in thankſgivings to the holy Prophet, for 
this providential fuccour. But the moment he 
plunged into the water, in fearch of the pretended 
caſker, the man {who was one of the three rogues 
that had concerred the plan of robbing him) ſeized 
upon his garments, and bore them off in ſecurity 


to his comrades. 
Thus, thro” inattention, ſimplicity, and creduli- 


ty, was the unfortunate Cheldean duped of all his 
kttle poſſeſhons ; and he haſtened back to his cot- 
tage, with no other covering for his nakedneſs, 
than a tattered garment, which he borrowed on the 


road. 


— — OY 


RUS TAN AND MIR ZA. 
An Eaſtern Tale. 


Rosran and Mirza, both of the city of Iſpahan, 


were nearly of the ſame age, and ſimiliar in their 
ſit uation and circumſtances ; they were merchants 


by proteſhon, and known in the city by the name 
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of the two friends. This friendſhip became con- 
ſpicuous in their infancy, ſo that, while they con- 
tinned at ſchool, they gave inſtances of ſuch at- 
fection for each other, as is rarely equalled by 
mature age: they were conſtant companions in 
ſtudies and diverſions; the ſame inclinations were 
common to both, and they ſeemed animated by 
the ſame foul. Thrir triendſhip increaſed with 
their years, and gathered ſtrength in proportion 
to their bodies. I beir tathers both died about the 
ume time, and left them in eaſy tho” not affluent 
circumitances. They entered into partnerſhip, 
and in a few years made a large addition to their 
common turtuce. Ineir common intereſt being 
thus united, they increaſed the bond of union by 
marrying two ſulcis. In this happy ſtate they 
continued for ſome years, the envy ot the malici- 
ous, aad the partern ot ti wiſe, of the city of I- 
pahan, when Ruſtan's wite died. This was the 
fGrſt inſtance of adverſe tortune either of them had 
known; but the amiable affection which animated 
both their breaſts, made them participators of each 
other*s grief, and, by dividing the burden, render. 
ed it the hghter. Mirza did all in his power to 
comfort Raſtan; and indeed only fo dear a friend 
could find language ſuiticient to eaſe a mind % 
deeply affected. Time at laſt began to mitigate 
tlie melancholy of Ruſtan, and, to complete the 
cure, the two friends determined ta take a journey 
to Moaco, partly to ſettle tome aftiirs with their 
agent, but more to remove trom Ruſtan thoſe ob. 
ects which conſtantly brought to his reniembrance 
his faithful and beloved ſpoils Tuc: 
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They left their affairs to an old ſervant, and ſer 
out together for Moaco, hoping to return within 
the year. After ſettling their affairs, they indulged 
themſclves in all the innocest amuſements of the 
place; and, in order to render themſelves more 
particularly acquainted with the general rules of 
commerce, they courted the acquaintance of all 
the Europeans of note, which trade had invited to 
that famous mart, They foon became imiwate 
wien thole of the greate{lt conkequence among them, 
and their modeft deportment and affable behaviour 
procured the efteem of erery individual; but, at 
one of thoſe enrertaiaments which the Europeans 
gave to the Aſiatie merchants, a quarrel happened 
between Mirza and one of them, while Ruftan was 
abſent. The company prevented any miſchief at 
that time, but the European, after the cuſtom ot 
his country, whiſpered Mirza to meet him the 
next day without tne city. Mirza had tod much 
nobleneſs of foul ro refuſe the challenge, aud left 
the company pretty early, in order to meet his 
antagoniſt at the place appointed. But, in his re- 
turn, he happened to fall, and by that meaas diſ- 
located one of his arms. He was carried home 
by the inhabitants, where he continued full of pain, 
and in the greateſt agitation of mind. His dear 
fricnd was equally affected with his misfortune, 
but was ignorant of the true cauſe of his emotions, 
which pruceeded more from his being unable to 
me-t the European merchant, than from the an- 
guith of his fall. Ruſten, however, ſoon found 
means to penetrate the lecret, and olfered to meet 

the 
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the European in his place; but this Mirza would 
not conſent to; he ſet too high a value on the life 
of his friend, than to agree to his expoſing it in 
ſuch a manner. Here a noble firuggle of friend. 
ſhip enſued, in which neither would yield to the 
ſaperiority z but Mirza, with the anguiſh of the 
bruiſe, and apitation of mind, fainted away, and 
continued ſpeechleſs all that night, and part of the 
next day. Tho” the parting with lite itielt was 
ſcarce equal to leaving his friend in theſe circum- 
ſtances, yet Ruſtan had too delicate a concern for 
his honour, than to omit meeting the European at 
the time appointed. The latter, enraged to find 
that he was only to ſight a deputy, aſter loading 
Ruftan with the moſt opprobrious epithets he could 
deviie, faid he was glad, at leaſt, of having an 
opportunity of being revenged on his friend. This 
ungenerous behaviour inflamed Ruſtan the mere, 
ſo that tzcy engaged, like two furies, and, in a 
few momeats, Ruſtan had the good fortune to 
pierce the heart of his adverſary. Immediately 
ſeveral Europeans ruſhed from a neighbouring 
thicket, and ſeized Ruſtan, whom they carried 
before the Cadi It was in vain to prevaricate; the 
European was killed, the' fairly, and Ruſtan, by 
the law, was condemned to die. He was accord- 
ingly dragged to priſon, and orders given for his 
execution in eight days. Mirza, in a few hours, 
recovered from his inſenſibility, but it was only to 
feel the utmoſt ſhock of treacherous fortune. The 
melancholy tale was concealed from him for ſome 
ume, but at laſt be was made acquainted with it. 
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His grief was too great to be expreſſed ; he re- 
ceived the news of his friend's fate, as if a thunder- 
bolt from the clouds had pierced his breaſt ; he 
was incapable of uttering a ſingle word, and only 
fighs found a way from his afflicted heart. At laſt, 
recollecting himſelf, that a ſtate of inactivity was 
very unſuitable to the calls of friendſhip, he roſe 
up, and, notwithſtanding the inflamation in his 
diſlocated arm, wholly applied himſelf to fave the 
life of his friend. He applied to the Cadi, by 
means of the interpoſition of the greateſt men in 
the city, but in vain : The Judge admired the et- 
fects of their mutual friendſhip, and would wiling- 
ly have ſaved Ruſtan for Mirza's fake ; bat the 
whole body of the Europeans were determined to 
ſee juſtice executed on the murder of their country- 
man, and it would have been very impolitic in him 
to ſave a life, juſtly forfeited, at the expence of the 
diſpleaſure of fo great a body, on whom the trade 
of Moaco depended. Thus the judge remained 
obſtinate, and the interceſſion of the European 
merchants alone was ſufficient to delay the executi- 
on. Mirza repaired to the Conſul of the Europe- 
ans, offering him a ſum of money for his interpo- 
ſition with the Cadi; which he accepted, and the 
Europeans at laſt agreed to take twenty thouſand 
crowns as a rauſom, to be paid in forty days. Ac- 
cording!y, the Cadi ſuperteded the ſentence, and 
Mirza took leave of his dear fricad, to raife the 
prodigious raatum, by the ſale of their common 
eftecis. But, when he came to Iſpahan, he found 
his treacherous let vant had embezzled the greateſt 
Lat 
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part of their eſtate, ſs that he could raiſe only two 
thirds of the promiſed ſum ; he applied to all their 
relations, to borrow the remaining part, but in 
vain; they ſhunned the unhappy Mirza, and 
deſerted him, when they faw he bad diſpoſed of 
his fortune: That friendſhip they ſo much admir- 
ed, while they were in flouriſhing circumſtances, 
they now accounted madneſs. The generous 
Mirza was too much affected with the danger of 
his friend, to be much moved with the ingratitud- 
of their common relations, and reſolved to ſet hin. 
at liberty at any rate. He had nothing left but 
their houſhold goods, with his wife and children. 
even theſe he parted with, and tho' he loved his 
wife with all the tenderneſs of a new-born paſñon, 
and his children beyond the common bounds ot 
paternal affection, yet neither nuptial love, nor 
the fondneſs of a parent for his offspring, was equal 
to his friendihip. Accordiagly he bargained with 
a dealer in ſlaves, received the purchaſe money, 
and delivered them with a heart overcharged with 
grief beyond defcriprion. The tender but ſubmiſ- 
five vpbraidings of a loving ſpoule, the ſoft com- 
plaints of faifering infants, the anguith of a fond 
father and aff-Ctonate hetband, at ſo fatal a parting 
repreſent a ſcene too full of horror, too big wit 
unnstural woe ror human language to exprels. 


The unhappy Mirza no ſooner found himſelf ! 


poſſeſſed of his friend's ranſom, than be ſet out 
with a caravan of merchants, travelling to Moaco, 
flattering kimfelf with the pleaſing idea, that he 
ſhould at leatt be able to releaſe his friend; bu: 

fate 
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fate had another trial in ſtore for him, another ſub- 
ject to exerciſe the mighty power of friendſhip, 
When their caravan was within a day's journey of 
Moaco, they were attacked by a band of robbers, 
who, in ſpite of a gallant reſiſtance, tripped them 
of every thing but their cloaths. - 

Mirza was, for ſome minutes, in deſpair, agi- 
trated with the moſt poignant grief, to find that all 
bis hopes were vaniſhed; he upbraided fate for 
ſparing his life in the engagement, ſince he could 
be of no ſervice to his friend; but, recollectiag 
himſelf on a ſudden, he determined to ſacrifice his 
own life, to obtain the liberty of his friend. In- 
ſoired with this reſoluton, he preceeded to Moaco, 
and went directly to the Cadi, acquainting him 
that he had endeavoured to raiſe the ranſom of his 
friend, but could not recover the whole, unleſs 
Ruftan went in perſon to execute the ſale of part of 
his eſtate, which he might do within the time li- 
mited, offering, withal, to remain in his place, 
and ſubmit to ſafer the ſentence, if Ruſtan did not 
return. The Cadi was ſurpriſed at the generous 
behaviour of this uncommon friend; and, alter 
conſulting with the Europeans, who were to re- 
ceive the money, conſented that Mirza ſhould be 
accepted in Rcurity for Ruſtan's return. Mirza 
then told his friend a formal ſtory, which induced 
him to believe that his preſence at Iſpahan would 
procure the deſired ſum, without hinting one word 
of what had happened to himſelf. Ruſtan ſer out 
the next day, fully ſenſible of the prodigious oblie 


gations he lay under to the generous Mirza. 
I | How 
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Day after day paſſed, in hopes of Ruſtan's return; 
the day of execution approached, but no tidings 
of Ruſtan; the Europeans beſet the palace of the 
Cadi, demanding juſtice on the ſecurity of Ruſtan, 
The Cadi fent for the unhappy friend, and aſked 
tim what he had to offer, to pacify the enraged 
Furopeans ; Mirza told the Judge he had nothing 
to lay in his defence; that he had reſolved, when 
he entered the priſon, - to ſuffer for his friend; thay 
it was impoſſible to raite the ranſom : And then re- 
latcd bis adventures in his laſt expedition to Iſpa- 
Ban, the reſolution he had taken, when robbed, 
and the artiſice he had made uſe of, to perſuade 
Ruſtan to go for that city. This relation drew 
tears from all that were preſent, and the rigorous 
Judge expreſſed his amazement at the uncommon 
effects of triendſhip ; but the Europeans, who ſaw 
the hopes of their great ranſom was vaniſhed, 
breathed nothing but revenge, and inſiſted that 
Mirza ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment, to which his 
triend was condemned. The Cadi found in him- 
ſ-If all the emotions of tender compaſſion for the 
entapny young man, but was obliged, in compli- 
ance to the lawvs, and the ſanguinar y humour of the 
mercenary ' Europeaus, to give orders for Mirza's 
execution, at che hour appointed: but, to mitigate 
tice ſeverity, as much as in his power, directed 
that it ſhould be done in private. 

The Furopeans erouded to the priſon, to ſee 
b Jaſt effort of ſo ſtrange a friendſhip; and the 
Cad hilf, Wille ta fee if human nature was 
Giza: 2 Af fh 130! 2 ange calamuty, went 
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likewiſe to the place of execution. The dreadtul 
apparatus of death was prepared in an inner room 
of the priſon, which opened, by two folding doors, 
to the great gallery, where the ſpectators waited 
for the fatal cataſtrophe. Mirza was brought out, 
and viewed the croud of mercenary Europeans 
with contempt; he ſurveyed the dreadtul engine on 
which he was to fuffer, with the utmoſt compoſure 
of mind, without expreſſing the leaſt dread in his 
countenance ; on the contrary, as the fazed minute 
approached, his ſerenity ſeemed to increaſe, and 
a chearful ſmile ſettled on his countenance ; and, 
2ddreihng himſelf to the Cadi ſaid, I enjoy a 
pleaſure unknown to mortals, the tranſporting 
thought of dying to ſave my friend! A thought iv 
exquiſite, that my mortal faculties are too ſmall to 
contain the extaſy : This frail fabric has no organs 
proper to expreſs my joy; but the happy hour is 
come, when that engine, now my only comfort, 
frees me from that clog of earth, and wafts me to 
happier regions, where I ſhall enjoy a whole eterni- 
ty, in contemplating the mighty tranſport.” Then, 
bowing down his head to the ground, he bid adicu 
to the Cadi, and entered the place of execution, 
with the extaſy of a bridegroom. He was extend - 
ed on the rack, but, before the executioner received 
the lignal to pull the wheel, the doors were ſhut, 
and the croud diſmiſſed. 

The city of Moaco reſounded with the magnam- 
mous behaviour of the generous Mirza ; the inha- 
bitants pitied his fate, and curſed the avarice of the 
European merchants; even they relented, and were 
heard 
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heard to murmur out his praiſes in ſpite of their 
diſappointment for the loſs of the ranſom, that they 
had flattered themſelves with receiving. The con- 
jectures, with regard to Ruſtan, were various; but 
moſt blamed him for not returning, when he found 
it impoſſible to raiſe the ranſom; Ruftan was how» 
ever blamed in vain. For, on his arrival at Iſpahan, 
he was acquainted with the true ſtate of his affairs, 
and from ſome merchants of that caravan, who 
were returned, learned what had become of his 
effects; and as a friendſhip, ſuch as theirs, could 
not exiſt but in a ſympathy of ſouls, he ſoon gueſſed 
the motive of his friend's conduct, in ſending him 
to Iſpahan, but reſolved to diſappoint him, by re- 
turning within the time limited. Hurried by the 
danger Mirza was in, he ftayed but one night in 
the city, reſolving to ſet out next morning for 


Moaco, to d:\charge his faithful ſecurity; but he 


was prevented; ſome malicieus perſon, finding the 
affairs of the co-partnerſhip deſperate, complained 
to the Cadi, that Ruſtan owed him a conſid erable 
ſum of money. The unhappy man was breught 
before the Magiſtrate, and, by the force of perjury, 
committed to priſon, till payment of the pretended 
debt. This was the utraoſt effort of malicious 
fortune; friendſhip, henour, and reputation were 
now forfeited, and the unhappy Ruftan had not a 
glimpſe of hope. His grief, his anguiſh, and de- 
ſpair were boundleſs as their cauſe, and too great 
tor the power of words to expreſs. His caſe ſoon 
became public at Iſpahan, and the moſt obdurate 
-hearts melted inte tears at his unhappy fate; but 
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this pity was deſtitute of relief, till chanee or rather 
the unerring hand of providence, carried the ſhock- 
ing tale to the Captain of that band of robbers who 
had attacked the caravan. This wretch was touch- 
ed with remorſe at the relation, and retolved to a- 
tone for his paſt villanies, by one act vt juſtice and 
generolity. He ſent immediately to the Magiftrate, 
acquainting him that he was the perion who had 
robbed the caravan, and was willing to return all 
the effects, if aſſured of pardon. Ihe propolal 
was accepted, the goods were delivered to the 
owners, and the money, taken from Mirza, was 


paid to Ruſtan, with a large additional ſum, of 


which the robber made him a preſent. Thus he 
was at once delivered from all his difficulties, bur 
feared that the time loſt had forfeited his friend's 
life, which was the only misfortune he dreaded. 
He ſet out with all expedition for Moaco, and 
hurried to the priion; but did not arrive till a day 
after tho execution, and heard the dreadtul cataſ- 
trophe of his dear friend, and his gallant behaviour 


in his laſt moments. The thoughts, that himſelf 
only was inftrumenta] to his death, were reflecti- 


ons too heavy for humanity ; the unhappy Ruſtan 


ſunk under his calamity, and fell into a ſwoon, in 


which he remained fer ſome hours 

The noiſe of his arrival ſoon ſpread thro” the 
City, and the priſon was again crouded by Europe- 
ans, and people of all nations, who came te gaze 
on ſe uncommon an object; the Cadi himſelf made 
one of the number, and ordered remedies to be ap- 
plied, to recover the yet ſpeechleſs Ruſtan. At 
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laſt he came to himſelf, but it was only to feel a 
weight ſuperior to the hand of death. He attempt- 
ed to lay violent hands on hiniſelf, and called aloud 
to the Cadi for his friend. This Magiſtrate, touch- 
ed with his misfortunes, ordered the Europeans, 
who had proſecuted Ruftan, to appear before him, 
and demanded if they had any claim upon him; 
they acknowledged they had not, ſince his friend, 
by his death, had ſatisfied the law, which they 
were ſorry had been carried to ſuch extremity. 
The Cad: entered their confeſſion upon record, aud 
then produced an order of the Baſhaw of the pro- 
vince to pardon both the friends, and, upon a ſignal 
given, Mirza appeared, to the ſurprize of ail the 
ſpectators; but the tranſports of the friends admit 
of no deſcription: ſuch only as are capable of ſo 
pure a flame, can have any idea of the mighty ex- 
taſy. When the firſt trat ſports of their mutual 
_ endearments were over, they mutually acknow- 
ledged the juftice and humanity of the Cadi, who, 
by his entereſt, had procured a pardon from the 
Baſhaw, and by the ſham execution of Mirza, ſatiſ- 
fied the malice of the greedy Europeans. Ruſtan 
related to the Cadi, the ſucceſs of his journey tg 
Iſpahan, and, by that means, removed all ſuſpici- 
on, trom himſelf, of uſing his friend with leſs ami- 
ty than he deſerved, and filled the whole audience 
with admiration, at the ſurpriziag viciſſitudes of 
ſablunary things, and the wiſdom of the divine di- 
rector of events, orderivg his diſpenſations for the 
virtuous, and the manifeſtation of his ewn glory 
and jaſtice. 

The 
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The two friends, after continuing a few days at 

Moaco, returned to Iſpahan, where Mirza redeem- 

ed his wife and children, and lived with them and 
his dear friend, in mutual fidelity, to a great age. 


AVARICE: propetly rewarded. 
An onental Tale. 


Trax dwelt at Bagdad an old merchant, nam- 
ed Abow Caſſem, noted for his avarice; although 
he was very rich, his cloaths were nothing but 
patches and rags, his turban was of the coarſoſt 
cloth, and ſo dirty that it was difficult to diſtinguiſh 
the colour; but of all his whole dreſs, his pantouf - 
fes (ſlippers) were what merited moſt the attention 
of the curious: the ſoles were armed with large 
nails, and the upper leathers were an aſſemblage of 
botchies: the famous ſhip of Argos had not ſo many 
pieces in it, and ſince they had been pantouffles, 
which was about ten years, the moſt ſſcilful coblers 
in all Bagdad had exhauſted their {kill to keep them 
together. They were even become ſo heavy, that 
they paſſad into a proverb, and when any one want- 
ed to expreſs a thing that was gemarkably clumſy, 
Caſſem's pantouffles were always the object cf com- 
pariſon. : 

One day this merchant was walking n the bazar 
(the public market of this city) an offer was mace 
him of a large quantity of chryſtal, of which he 
made an advantageous purchaſe ; hearing ſome 

Gays 


72 PLEASANT 


days after, that a perfumer, whoſe affairs were in a 
ruinous ſtate, had ſome excellent roſe water to 
ſell, which was his laſt reſource, he inſtantly took 
advantage of the poor man's misfortunes, aud 
bought his roſe water for half the value; this new 
bargain put him into good humour ; however, in- 
ſtead of giving an entertainment to his neighbours, 
according to the cuſtom of the merchaats of the 
Faft, when they have made a fortunate purchaſe, he 
found it more convenient to go to the public baths, 
where he had not been for a long time. As he was 
undreſſing, a perſon whom he took to be his friend, 
[for the covetous rarely have any real ones] told 
him, that kis pantouffles were the ridicule of the 
whole city, and that he ought to buy a new pair. 
I have thought of it a long time, replied Caſſem. 
but they are not yet ſo bad but they may ſerve a 
little longer; during this converſation, he was quite 
undreſſed, and retired to the bath. 

While he was bathing, the Cadi of Bagdad came 
Iikewiſe to bathe. Caſſem coming out before the 
Judge paſſed firſt into the dreſſing room, and having 
put on his clothes, he ſought in vain for his pan 
touffles, in the room of which he diſcovered a new 
pair; our avaricious merchant perſuaded, becauſe 
he wiſhed it fo, tilt the perſon who had juſt re- 
buked him abour his old flippers, had made him 
a preſent of the new pair, put them on his feet 
without heſitation, and quirted the place, over- 
zoyed at the thought of being ſaved the expence of 
buying. 


looked 


When che Cadi had done bathing, his ſlaves 
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looked about for their maſter's pantouffles, in ſt ead 
of which they could only find a vile old pair, which 
were readily known to be Caſſem's; the Cadi's 
officers went directly in queſt of the ſuſpected thief, 
and finding him wich the ſtolen effects upon him, 
after exchanging the pantouſſſes, the Cadi ſent him 
to priſon, and as he was reputed to be as rich as 
le was covetous, he was obliged to compromitle 
the matter with the Cadi by the payment of a con- 
Udcrable fam of money. 

On his return home, the a fflicted Caſſem tor very 
ſpire, threw l. s ſi.ppers into the TI which 
ran under his windows; ivine days after, a ſuher- 
man, pulling up his net, tourd it heavier than 
un which was owing to the weight of the pantout- 
tlie; the nails of which had catched hold of tis 
nat, and broke teveral of the methes. The poor 
fi herman, entaged at Cailemn and his ſlippers, too“ 
it into his head to thing then in at the windows, 
and he threw them with ſuch rurce, that he over- 
ſ.t rhe chryltal vaſes that decorated the cornithes 
and mantle-picce of the room; and one of thera 
likewiſe ſtru k the bottle cuntuining the roſe water, 
and duihed it ro pieces. 

Figure to yourſelf, if you can, the agonies of 
Caſtem, on bcholding this ſcene of devaltinion ; 

red pantoulfles! exclumed the covetous wiench, 
tewing his beard, you {hall not do me any future 
miſchict ; fo ſaying he took up « ſpade, repaired to 


lis garden, and dug a hole wo bury them. One of 


his neighbours, who fur a conſiderable time had 
owed him an ill office, ſceing him turning vp tl e 
; K braved: 
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ground, ran to the Governor, and acquainted him, 
that Caſſem had juſt dug up a hidden treaſure in 
his garden. This was ſufficient to rouſe the cupi- 
dity of the commandant, and our miſer in vain 
remonſtrared that he had not diſcovered any gold, 
but was only burying his curſed ſlippers ; the Go- 
vernor had made ſure of money, and the unfortu- 
nate Caſſem could not obtain his liberty, without a 
handſome preſent. 

The diſtracted old man gave his pantouffles moſt 
heartily to the devil, and went and threw them 
ivto an aquedud at a great diſtance from the city 
imagining that he ſhould hear no more of them ; 
but the devil who had not done playing his tricks 
with him, directed them to the conduit of the aque- 
duct, by which means they intercepted the current 
of the waters, and cauſed an inundation in the ad. 
joining gardens; the owners, on diſcovering the 
cauſe, rogk the ſlippers to the Cadi, and demand- 
- ed ſatis faction for the damages they had occaſioned. 
The unhappy maſter of them was once more com- 
mitted to priſon, and condemned to pay a fine, 
which amouned to a larger ſum than the two form- 
er; after which, the Cadi, who would by no means 
detain his property, reſtored him his choice pan- 
t.utfics. Caſſem, that he might be finally deliver- 


ed hom all further harm, now determined to burn 
them; but as they had imbibed a great deal ot 


water, he ſet them on the terras at the top of his 
houſe to dry by the ſun. But fortune had not 
yet exhaulted his quiver againſt the unlucky man, 
and the now dealt lum a more cruel ſtroke than 

all 
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all the reſt: a young dog in the next houſe, 
perceiving the flippers leapt from his maſter's 
terras over to Caſſem's, and feized one of them in 
his mouth, played his gambols witl it, till he at 
laſt let it fall over the parapet, and unhappily it 
alighted on the head of a woman with child, who 
was paſſing along in the ſtreet, before Caſſem's 
door; fear, added to the violence of the blow, 
made the poor woman miſcarry; her huſhand car- 
ried his complaints to the Cadi, and Callum was 
condemned to make him a recompence, proporti- 
oned to the injury he had done his wite. 

Upon this freſh misfortune, he ran home and 
taking his pantouffſes in his hands, he once 
more repaired to the Cadi: * Behold,” ſaid he, 
« my Lord, with an impeteolity which diverted 
the Judge, the inſtruments of all my ſufferings 5 
theſe curſcd pantouffles have reduced me to pover- 
ty; deign therefore to publiſh a decree that I may 
not be made reſponſible for the i!ls they will douht- 
leſs occaſion.“ The Cadi could not refuſe this 
reaſonable petition; and Caſſem at length, by dear 
bought experience, learned the fatal effects of 
vile avarice. 


so Yu and AL MENA. 
A pleaſant IIiſtory. 


Ix a pleaſant valley of Mcſ»poramia, on the banks 
of the Irwan, lived Solyman, the fon of Ardavan 
the 
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the ſage. He was early inſtructed in all the learn- 
ing of the eaſt; but as his underſtanding opened, 
he grew weary of the laddurs of ſtudy, and thirited 
only for the knowledge of mankind. With much 
im portunity he prevailed on his father to permit 
him to travel; and the aged parent, after laying 
before him the dangers to which his virtue was 
expoſed, intimated his conſent in theſe words ; 
« My ſon, if you are determined to-trave!, let 
your ear attend to the inſtruction of age. Move 
not one ſtep from the valley of Irwan, it your heart 
rely not on the eternal providence: it is that con- 
ſidence alone which muſt ſupport you under all 
the poſſible contingencies of dittreſs.----- May that 
immortal being whoſe eve is over all his creatures, 
fave thee from folly and trom vice! may his hand 
direct thee in the hour of negligence and his ſpirit 
guide thee through the maze of error! When 
thy mind thall be enriched with the knowledge of 
his works, may he reſtore thee, more virtugus, 
to the valley of Irwan, to the arms of thy aged 
father! and may he forgive this tear, which pro- 
ceeds not from a diſtruſt of his providence, but 

falls for the loſs of Sulyman.” | 
The morning was ſpread upon the mountains 
when Solyman departed ; and after various adven- 
tures he reached Dehli, the capital of the Mogul's 
dominions. Here he inſenſibly contracted a paſlion 
for the beauteous Almena; who returned it with 
reciprocal aſſect:on; conſented ro a perpetual va- 
on of hearts, and occalionec! Sulyman to lay aiide 
the further purſuit of knowledge, and reſolve upon 
returning 
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returning to Irwan, to paſs the remainder of his 
lite in the ſweets of connubial buts. For the great- 
er Conveniency it was agreed they thuuld take their 
pailage by ſea: the lovers accurdingly proceeded 
to the coaſt, v here they went on buard a Peritan 
veſſel, bound for the gulf. "They bat not procced- 
ed above five leagucs from the ſhore, when they 
were purſued, and, atter a bloody engagement, 
taken by a ſhip belonging to the King of Sundah, 
who at that time was at war with the King of Kan- 
ara. They diſiniſlod the veiſel and Solyman, but 
they took Almena. What heart does not bleed, 
what eye does not ſhed a tear tor the wretched 
Solvman ? Pravers and tcars, and agony, and an- 
gniſh, were in vain. Tic lover ſaw his dear, 
trembling, fainting maid, dragged by the hands 
of the unteeling iatiors into their own ihtp, atter 
they had bound him to prevent the eſfects of his 
rage. I aik net for vour mercy,“ (cred ine 
wretched youth), © only take me into your veſel 
along with that lady, and ;wepare your tortures, 
your racks, and wheels; for me prepare thems 
and let me periſh betore thete eyes lote tight of 
Aimena !?? h 
The ſhip having loſt her freignt, returned to the 
conſt of India, and Solyman went immediately in 
queſt of Almena. Though almoſt exhauſted with 
fatigue and ſorrow, he travelled night and day 
until he reached the kingdom of Sundah. Baur 
alas! what could he do on his arrival? Stranger 
as he was to tue people, and in a great meaſure to 
the language, he had as much to lope from chance 
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as from application ; but his reliance upen Provi- 
dence kept him from ſinking into deſpair. Im- 
mortal Mithra !”” (faid the afflicted youth), ** thou 
bcholdeſt me oppreſſed with miſery : but thy beams 
ſtill ſhine upon me; and while I enjoy thy light, I 
will hope for thy favour.” Thus comforting him- 
ſelf, he ftill continued his ſearch; and as he was 
walking one evening by the caftle of Sevaſir, he 
diſcover2d through the iron paliſadoes of the gar- 
den, by the glimmering of the moon, an unage 
that glanced through kis hearc more ſwiftly than 
the ligh:ning {mites the traveller on t}.> mountains 
of Hima. It was Almena herſelf; and in a burſt 
of tranſport, he cried, © Almena! Solyman ;” 
Strack at once with the voice, the name, and the 
figure of Solyman, ſurpiſe overcame her, and he 
tell ſ-nſelefs upon the terras. 

Solyman, unable to enter the garden, in an agn- 
ny of terror, cried out. Save, fave my Almena!” 
at the fame time running round the walls in the 
utmoſt diſtraction. His exclamations alarmed the 
guard, who immediately ſecured him; though, 
from his cries and confuſion, they concluded him 
to be mad, and made their report of him as ſuch 
to the governor of the caſtle, who ordered him to 
be immediately brought before him. 

Solyman, the moment he beheld the governor, 
ftercely cried out, I conjure thee if thou art a 
human being, let me inſtanly fly to the relief of a 


lady in thy gardens.” The governor was alarmed 


by an appearance of reaſon in this requeſt, and 
ordered him to be ſecured, while he went himſelt 
into 
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into the gardens, to know if there was any foun- 
dation for it. There he found Almena ſupporting 
herſelf againſt the wall, not having perfectly re- 
covered either her ſtrength or reaſun. Art thou, 
indeed, my Solyman?” (faid the;) “ if thou art 
my Solyman, ſupport me in thy arms.” In his 
arms he took her, and bore her to a pavillion, 
where he held her till her reaſon returned. She 
turned her eyes full upon him, and with a look full 
of fear and horror, ſhrunk from his embrace. 

He then ſothed her grief, and ſollicited her fa- 
your : but the weeping beauty pleaded fo empha- 
tically, and threw herſelf before him in ſuch an 
agony of forrow, and ſuch a poſture of ſupplication⸗ 
as would have moved any heart, in which vice had 
not extinguiſhed every ſpark of humanity. However, 
Nagrakurt (for that was the tyrant's name) was not 
affected. On the contrary, he told her, that Soly- 
man had no indulgence to hope for, but what her 
compliance might procure him; and then with- 
drew, to enjoy the balm ot {leep and reireſhmenrs 
while the vituous Solyman and Almen tutfered 
the moſt poignant affliction. 

When the morning appeared, Nagrakut went 
ar his uſual hour, into the garden. Almena, who 
was ſtill there, overcome by the weight of continu- 
ed forryw, had ſunk into a tranſient ſlumber, on a 
bench in the pavilion. Nagrakut approached, and 
ſtood by her as ſhe ſlumbered. There was a light 
that might have excited tenderneſs in the brealt of 
a ſavage: but it moved not the heart of Nagrakur, 
nor awakened eny other pailiog in him but that of 
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a lubidipous defire. In a dream, ſhe waved her 
hand, and cried, with a voice of mournful tender. 
neſs, ** Do not murder him, Nagrakut! * Jer 


my Solyman live! then letting fall the hand ſhe 


had raiſed; ſhe ſunk again into ſilent flumber. 


Nagrakut yet felt no pity; but placing himſelc 


near her on the bench, incloſed her in his arms. 
She awoke; and, finding herſelf in the embraces 
of the tyrant, ſhrieked out with the moſt diftreſstu} 
horror. Her cries pierced the cell where Sulyman 
was confmed. With the united ſtrength of rag? 
and terror, he burſt the door of his priſon; an 
rung through the appartments of the caſtle with 
a dagger in his hand, which he had fprtunatel7 
ſnarclied up in the wav, he fle to the garden. 
Almena was ftill ſhrieking and ſtruggling ia the 
arms of Nagrakut, who endcavouring to ſooch her 


to his embraces, had not oblerved the approach «.r 


Sulyman, Villain,“ (faid Sulymin). “ rcmore 
thy excerable hands from the pertoa of that ladv, 
and employ them in the defence of thy own! 
Nagrakut, who was the molt abject coward, called 
aloud ro his gurds. Coward! ſlave!” (fail 
Sulyman), “ draw this inFant, or my dagger (hail 
pierce thy Ecart.” Nagrakut then fell at his fect; 
and begging fur mercy, promited him Altera 
and liberty. us momieat, then,” [ faid Suly- 
wan], “ ciſmifs us from thy curſed piiſen.“ No 
ſooner had he uttered theſe words, than the guards 
apbeared. Nagrakut imme atcly beckened t9 
them to ſeize him: but Solyman, obſerving his 
motion, haſti'y ran up to him, and plunged h's 
d k 24'S to his heurts The 
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The tyraat fell. No way of eſcape, however, 
was left for Solyman: he was inſtantly ſerzed by 
the ſoldiers, loaded with heavy chains, ad ſhut 
up witn Almena, in a ftrong apartment of the 
caitle: with Almena he was thut up; for jealouſy 
now no longer parted them; and ſhe was conlider- 
2d as an accomphce in the murder of the governor. 

Nut long after, a body of Kanarians entered the 
country, and reduced the caftle of Sevaſir, where 
the lovers were confined. Almena was preſented 
to the King, agreeable to the eaſtern cuſtom; and 
Solyman having convinced the Kanarians, that he 
had no connections with the King of Sundah, en- 
tered into the ſervice of their prince, as the only 
m-ans by which he could attempt the recovery of 
Almcaa from this new bontage. He ſignified 
to tae officers of the court, that he had ſome im- 
purtant intelligence io communicate to his M. jeſt y; 
he gained admittance, aad proftrating himſelt be- 
tore the King, ne thus expreſſed himfſ-if: © Let 
the King of Kanara live! for his car is open to the 
complaints of the unhanpy, and he deſpiſetk no 
man tur the miferies which chance hath broaght 
won him.” “Ian a man,” (iaterpoſed the 
K:ng, ** proceed.” * It was my hand that put 
an end to the life of your enemy, the governor of 
Sevatir”” © In that,“ replied the prince,) © you 
dd me a ſignal f-rvice: . bat let me know your 
motives; and I ſhall be better able to judge of the 
ation, as well as of my obligatiuzs to you for 
_ — 


He then related the ftory of his love and mi- for- 
L ; tunes 
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tunes, how he had lot and fognd Almena, and 
plunged his dagger in the breaſt of the tyrant, 
who wanted to violate her honoar; conluding with 
th:ſe words, O prince, I am ſtill miſerable. 
J have reaſ-n to believe, that ſome ot your officers 
will dewvain that lady, as a prize taken in the cattle 
of Sevaſir ”” No officer of mine,” [| replied the 
King.] ſhall be ſuffered to detain her: let me 
ha her name, and ſhe ſhall be immediately re- 
ſtored to you.” “ Her name,” [aid Solyman] 
* in Almena.” 

The King appeared diſturbed. He knew that 
Alena was the lady whom he had ſcle&ed among 
the captives; and he had the moſt tender affection 
tr her. In a few moments he withdrew. ard com- 
mande?d Sole man to attend him the following day. 
Ir frat-d by conteniing paſſions, urged on the 
one hand by the moſt powerful love for Almena, 
and diſſuaded on the other by pity for Solyman, 
by truth and humanity. he reafoned with himſelt, 
and virtue at laſt triumphed over paſſion. 

The hour came at which he had ordered Sol- 
man to attend him. The King received him with 
a con.l:{centing ſmile; and without the leaſt ap- 
pen of uncahneſs or diffarisfattion in his coun. 
1604.C2, deſired him not to he apprehenſive about 
Ai.2-va. for that he {huuld ſhortly be put in poſ- 
sehon ut her, 

Having thus ſpoken, he went immediately to 
ker apartment, and gently taking her hand, 
* Mott beautiful of the daughters of India,“ [aid 
„ae,; ** Scale your loriows! 1 am not now come te 

offer 


INSTRUCTOR 93 


offer you my love; but to recommend to you 2 
nother lever, who pothbly may be happier 16 your 
favour than I could cvet hope to be: he is now 1n 
the palace; and if you will give me ce, In 
introduce hi #:0 you,” „ My heart“ | faid K- 
mena | © has vecn fo much accaltomed to new 
ditreiſ:s, that it is not now ſhocked by their fle- 
quency : bur if you have any pity for me, ſuiker me 
to bewail my miſcites in ſoluude. Not to be inter- 
rapted in my forrows, is all | alc; and that is no“, 
ſurcly, too much tor ycu to grant,” The Kg 
arſvered with a ſmile, © It ln got tobe happy in 
your love, Ian determined tizat none but the per» 
ſn whom 1 am about to introduce to you, ſhall de 
ſo;”” and hattily quitting the «partment, he te- 
turned with $0! yman. 

Ine lovers few to each other's arms: © My 
$0dlyman!”? © My atacus!” In a icw munents 
being recullefted, ey three themſelres at the 
et of the King; and Suly nan, as well as the 
traniporrs of his heart would give him tare, ex- 
preileu nis graitale; * Geacrous prince,” | laid 
he,] “ the thanks ui S yang arc uot wach yuur 
acc:prance, But you will not be without a1cwarc: 
vn, tal! be the lupicme pleaſure Of CLINICS 
gooun:t:; yours bell be the care ef the Eterna 
Provicence, and the ptayers and wichag ot Stu- 
man and Aimena.”” 

hH.ving thus tarmoanted adverſity, and -btained 
tot nt ardeat withes, they fc out by lard to 
Wut the T=;.cr2ahle Ardavan. and the vall-, of r. 
wan: Waere they ariived without ad be 4 
zꝛccide 7 
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accident, or interruption to their felicity. The 
benevolent ſage rcjoiced to receive his ſou, not 
oaly fate from the dangers ot travel, but lep yin 
the enjoy:nent of his love; and with a heart tuil 
of tenderneſs, he tnus conterred on boch his pater- 
nal bencdiction: 

„% Chiluren of the h-art, and comfort of the 
years of Ardavaa! Sulyman ſhall be as the ſun, 
witen he cometh trom the chambers of the Kaſt, 
When he ſpreadeth his glories over the waves of 
Ganges; my ſen ſhall be as the Euphrates, the n- 
ver of plenty, whole wares are the delight of a 
thuuſand mcaduws ; he thall be like the roc vpn 
the mountains, that danceth in the vigour of his 
heart, and ſaith to the fence of the huſhandn an, 
What art thou? His head ſhall be crowned with the 
Tays of Mithra becauſe his heart melted with com- 
paſſe and becaute his hand was ftretched forth 
to relieve the children of afflict on! 

Almena is fairer than the women of the Faſt: 
ſhe is mote virtuou* than the daughters of mes: 
love dwell th in her heart, and benevolence ſitteth 
in her eye. She (hall be like the tree that dropp»:h 
balm upon the flyers of Irwan; as the ſtar of the 
eveaing reflected from the river. Her countenance 
hall be pleaſant as the ca'm furtace of the ocean, 
when the gilled clouds of evening blaze upon its 
bÞ:ium : ſhe (hail be as the monn, when fhe lenderh 
ker rays to the traveller, and ſheddeth a mild light 
over the groves and valleys. Her voice ſhall be as 
the voige of the turtle, ciliny to her mate in the 
thickets of the foreſt. Like the ſtars that ſurround 

the 
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the cEariot of the moon, ſhall be the Children of Al- 
m- na; kgauritul as the plai.ts of the cedar, and 
ſprigh ly as the fawns upon the mountains,” 

1 hus bl ſſed by the voice of Arcavan, and hap- 
py in themietves, the virtuous Sc lynian and Alue- 
va live in the valley of Irwan! Euch day is endea- 
ed by he duitghts of tender love; and ever grae- 
tul for the divine favour, tney cloſe each way with 
Pl«yti 46 plaile,”? 
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STORY of SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY. 


F. E Fs and Philoſphers have univerſ.lly agreed, 
that the Country is the native {al of happrrets, 48 

en, the ſccne and gu of Innocence. But is 
truth has been ottener pronounced as a mete 2 
d:xi't, arii..g from clunce ur «pinion, than as 4 
nt monſtrable problem proccetig trom natural 
cauſ , which neceitarily produce their eitc ct. 

Happineſs and Virtue are twins, which cau never 
he dimmed; they ate born aw flomith, or ticaca 
and die together. They arc the joint ottspring uf 
Good-fente and lanocerce, and while they contiane 
under the guicance of ſuch patents, they are in- 
„ Herahle to anjury, and incapable of decay. 

This Ali-gory can ſcarcely want ex-!anation, 
eren to the ſi noleſt mind; tor every one will reachly 
a mit. that good-ferfo wil be 126 Crotiflicared in 
the calaiucis of rural tetirsacat, UN. amidſt the 

noiſe 
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noiſe and buſtle of a city, where every ſober thought 
is hurried away by the torrent of Fathion, and 
{wallowed up in the whirlpool of Giddinefs ad 
Diſhpation. Nor can it admit of a doubt, but 
that Inaocence will be more likely to preferve its 
purity, where it is lealt liable to temptation 
But if this dues not futhorently demonſtrate the 
pr puſition, the following tale may tee more tuliy 
to luſtiate it. For as theory without experiment, 
is intitled tw no credit in Potlof :pliy, fo 18 precept 
a hut exa ple of as little ava | in Mora's. 

Sir Wil am Sidney had been marned about three 
Ycars to one of the molt lovely and aniahic wwnen 
that th s couutty or any other ever produced, I hey 
bad long been the ol jeAs of + ach other's choice, 
and, when united, were either tue delight or en 
of all who knew them. 

About this æra an uv jaſt attack upon a very con. 
able part of his eſtate, o lige him to defend 
his proper: y by law; and he was of oute under a 
neceſh'y of going to London, to ſohien lus ſuit. 
Jt was impoillole he could think of being fepar ared 
f. ni his beloved fula; the covlt as ill ta; Hort hs 
a lence; ticy. thereof are, mutual agreed to quit 
ter peaceful remement tugeth.r, and take 2 
kouſfe in 1 own ni] their affairs were hually artjatted, 
Te breught two lovely intants with her, determin— 
eu that the care of theif health and education 
ih -uld be rhe prineipal object ot her attention, and 
ther innocent bland!thments rhe cluct ſource of her 
anutement, during thts excu tin, 

At their iſt coming to Tou, Sir William was 

obliged 
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obliged to paſs much of his time with his Lawyers 
but always returned with a delightful heart and 
chearful countenance to the happracts that awaited 
him in the ſociety of an elegant and iond wie 
and his beautiful children. 

In the courſe of his buſineſs, he became ac- 
quaint.d with an agreeable young Barrifier of the 
name of Wilſon, who was reckoned a man cs 
parts, and wncommonly eminent in his profeihon ; 


he had a pleaſing perſon and engaging addreſs, Wh 


an appearance and cu'itenance calculated to infpire 
confidence, even upon a ſhght acquaintance. 

Under this faſcinating maſque this wretch con- 
cealed one of the vileſt hearts that ever yer diſgraced 
human nature.----- Upon his fiſt introduction o 
Lady Sidney, he formed 2 plan for her ſeduction; 
but when, upon a more intimate acquaintance, he 
found her virtue guarded by the tendereſt attach- 
ment to her huſband, he changed his battery. and 
reſolved to compleat the ruin of this happy pair, 
by detaching Sir William's affections from his ami» 
able wife. 

He began by expreſſing his aftoniſhment to Sir 
William at their mutual fondneſs, upon heari g 
they had been married near four years; talked ef 
the charms of varicty, and of the milery of con- 
fiaing aF-Qion to a particular object. Sir Willam 
ſeemed, at firſt, racher diſguſted at this common- 
place converſation ; but as cunſtant dropping wears 
the marble, this kind of diſcourſe, aided by wit 
and raillery, at length protuced irs effect fo far as 
to make Sir Willam cauuvys of expreſhug his 

tenderucis 
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te-Aerncſ, for his wife or children before Mr 
W Iton. | 
Lovers have Lyn1xes eyes, and even this little 
change 1a her butband”s manners quickly alarmed 
the anx'2us heart of Julia. Unut d to dipuiicd 
thought from him, ſhe expreifſ-.4 her ap; rehenfion 
of naving yawittingly offended 3 bu Sir Winaem 
quckly removed her del cate fra s. by the tender» 
eit aſſurances of his Love and conſtancy ; but ob- 
fſzrved, that nt was unta honable in London to ſhe w 
the fans degree of forniinefſs and attent ou towards 
Cai ier, wiichih y hal been wiltd to indulge 
in the country,- -* Taen, would to Heaven (ta . 
Jula, ſmliag through her rears) tha! 1 had ever 
quitted it!” He kifſ-d away the pearly drops tat 
plikered in her ey s. and Lady Sidacy's happia-ls 
and conficlence returned, | 
Though Wilen hat been originally poſſoſſed of 
a ſuthicicot pattimonv, which was rendered mute 
afflucat ftiom ins protethoo, he was at this cis 
become necziliruus to the laſt Cegr:2. His extra- 
vagance had lung fince diſhigated the fi ff, nor 
c ald the later furport his aebuuched manner of 
lng. Upon Aus pretences et ur exvectzd calls 
r lus chetts, he had frrquen ly bor: oed pretty 
IUurge Cons om Sir Wilan, thocgh he was c n- 
vinced hat he woult life hs in, avd ot cdulle be 
potter « nieceluly Of I<quiring immediate repay» 
ment. | 
Ti-is. however, Od nor deter him from proceed- 
ing u die baſe an; he rhought he Had alrcaCy 
$4-20 bins ious lus purity, aud ke fclolted 
's 
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ta hurry his victim en even to the gulph of miſery. 
One morning that Wilſon had invited Sir William 
to breakfaft with him at his Chambers, he was ſur- 
prifed, on his entrance, with ſeeing the moſt 
beautifal weman he had ever beheld, with ſome 
parchments in her bands, fitting by Wilſon : ſhe 
was drefied in weeds, and did not appear to be 
above eighteen years old. Sir William would hav: 
retired immediately; but Wilſdn, with an unem- 
barrafſed air, begged him to walk in, ſaying, he 
could make free with Mrs Herbert, as ſhe was 
both his couſin and his client; and hopped the 
Baronet : was not fo ſtrait-laced as to fly from a 
pretty woman, though Lady. Sidney was not of 
the party, 

The freedom of this addreſs excited Sir William's 
gallantry towards the Lady, who received it with 
the eaſe and politeneſs of a woman who had lived in 
the world; and the converſation became fo inter- 
eſting, that the clock ftruck three before any of 


the party thought of ſeparating, 


On zir William's return home, his thoughts 
were entirely taken up by the beauty and vivacity 
of the young Widow. Lady Sidney was near 
lying - in, and happened on that day to be confined 
to her chamber; ſo he had nothing to interrupt 
bis reverie, and continued to indulge it, till he was 
routed from it by Wilſon's calling upon him, about 
ſeven in the evening. Their converſation immedi- 
ately turned upon Mrs Herbert, whom Wilton ſaid 
he had dined with, and that the had never ceaſed 


talking of the happineſs Lady Sidney muft pol- 
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ſeſs, in being bleſſed with ſuch a huſband :---- 
For (added he) I have been deſcribing you ag 
the paragon of conjugal conſtancy.” 

Where is the mortal proof againſt flattery ! The 
unhappy Sidney became its victim, even whilſt it 
was undermining the virtue which it ſeemed to | 
praiſe. 
Durcipg the time of Lady Sidney's confinement, | | 
Min took particular care that Sir William ſhould Þ| | 
not waſte his days in ſolitude; be contrived per- ( 
petual parties of pleaſure, fo artfully, as almoſt to {| 
make them appear the effect of accideat, left Sir 
Witlam's remaining tendernets ſhoutd have been 
alarmed at a continued ſcea2 of diſſipation, and 
negligence towards his wife. In all theſe interviews 
the luvcly, lively Widow Herbert was the princi- 
pal olje +; and in order to apologize to Sir Wil- 
liam for ber uncharacteriſtic vivacity, ſhe forged 
a tale of having been compelled ro marry an old 
wretch, who uied her ill when living, and dying 
jeft her poor. This laſt circumſtance excited the 
generoſity of her lover, as he was now become; 
he gave with profuſion, and ſhz accepted with avi- 
dity, till his circumſtauces became ſhortly fo much 
diftreiſed, chat he was obliged to make a reform 
ir his family, be reducing the number of his do- 
m<ſtics, and laying down his coach. 

The acgieted and unhappy lady Sidney langui- 
ſhed away her hours in uſ:lcts regret for the abſence 
of her huſband; he ſeldom ſaw her; he was our 
Early, and came home late; and even in thole 
moments whea ihe would requeit to ige him, even 

at 
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at the hazard of her reſt, his ſhort ſtay was marked 
by impatience, and his enquiries after her h-aith 
expreſſed in tuch a manner as if he ſeemed nat to 
defire an anſwer. 

Too quickly the preceived the loſs of her happi- 
neſs in that of his love, yet did ſhe never oucc at- 
tempt to make him wretched, by lamenting her 
ſufferings, or upbraiding his unkindneſs ;- Sir 
William's heart is good and generous [would ine 
often ſay to herſelf; ] and though, by faicinatiun, 
for it muſt be ſuch, eſtranged tor the preſent from 


"me and my children, nature will yet recover its 


rights, and his affc&ions will return to us, Pere 
haps endeared by fherr temporary intermuſſion. 
Notwithſtanding the ſenſe, virtue, and teſoluti- 
on of her conduct, grief pr-y2d upon her tender 
frame, and the fell into a coutumption, which it 
was ſuppoſed would terminate her liſe in a few 
months. Sir William was not ſo totally luit to 
the feelings of humanity, as not to be effected at 
ſceing her decline; he wiſhed to behave wit) Kind- 
nets towards her; bat whenever he beheld her, 
his conſcience ſinote him, as the canſe of her ſu*f- 


\ ferings, and he endeavoured to fly from her and 


himſeif into the arms of diſſipation and vice. His 
concern for Julia was abſorbed by Mrs Herbert's 


gaiety; and the diftreſs of his circumſtances re- 


ceived temporary relief by Wilſon's fertiſitly in ex- 
pedients. The loſs of his law-fuit, however, Hut- 
ing an end to the latter, he was e N by bis 
cteditors, and their clamours rendered ins home 
as uneaſy to him, as it had before become unp:caf- 
ing. he 
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The tender, the neglected Lady Sidney ſaw and 
pitied his diftrefs, and with a firmneſs which virtue 
alone can beſtow, prepoſed to him what he wanted 
conrage to require from her, the ſelling of her 
Jointure, in order to accommodate his difliculties- 
She aſſured him ſhe felt intallible fgns ot her ap- 
proaching diſſolution, and that there fore ſhe ſhould 
not need the generous proviſion he had made tor 
her; but that it any thing could reftore her health, 
it would be the tranſport the ſhould feel at having 
it is her power to contribute to his happiseſs. 

Sir William could not ſupport ſuch unmerited 
goodneſs; he threw himſelf at her fret, declared 
himſelf anworthy of her tenderneſs, and promiſed 
that his future life ſhould atone for his paſt errors. 
Sbe flew into his arms, he preſſed her to his heart, 
embraced his children, and once more experienced 
the finccre delight of an hutband and a father. 

The only difficulty now remaining was to break 
with the ſtill charming Mrs. Herbert. He was 
refolyed to part from her, but that ſeparation ſhould 
be gentle. Little did he kaow that Mrs. Herbert's 
thorough knowledge of his diſtreſt circumſtances, 
had rendered him perfectly indifferent to her, and 
that ſhe heartily wiſhed for an opportunity to get 
rid of the engagement, without any ſeeming rup- 
ture on her part. 

Fortune at that inſtant played one of her extra- 
erdinary gambols, and introduced a young man 
juſt arrived from India, to the acquaintance of Mrs 
Herbert. In the courſe of their converſation he 
told her, that a gentleman had died in the ſhip 

that 
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that brought him over, who was ſuppaſed to be 
worth a million of rupees, and that he had left 
his whole fortune to à niece of his, who was called 
Lady Sidney.---This intelligesce inſtavily changed 
Mrs Herbert's ſeotiments toward Sir William, and | 
attached her more ftrongly ꝛ0 him than ever; the 
was therefo:e really attjicted, when he with facie. 
ering rogue and downcaſt eyes informed her, 
that he was come to take an everlaſting leave of 
her. She burſt into tears, three berfelt ar his feet, 
commenced his virtue, lamented the tenderneſs of 
her attachment to him, which could cad but with 
her lite; ard besged, that in oder ts ſoothe her 
ſcruples, and prove that he had really loved her, 
he would conſent ro fign a promite, that if u ſhou'd 
ever be in his power io marry het, he won do fo, 
goder a penalty of ten thouling pounds. He was 
at firſt Rartled at the propoſal, but he ſtill loved 
her, and would at that moment have fulklled tie 
promiſe ſhe exacted, had it been in his power” 
Her tears and blaudihments prevailed, and the in- 
farnared Baronet ſigued the article, which Wilton 
had already prepared. | 

Her point ſo far gained, this artful woman and 
het vile accomplice, Wilinn, were impatieat for 
the total aceompliſhment of their deſigns, by haſt- 
ening Lady Sidney's death. They provided a 
poiſonous drug for her, which Willun undertook 
to periuade Sir William was almett a paaacea in 
conſumptions, and buggel of him to prevail upon 
Jus wife to take it. The un{uſpeing huſband fel] 
ealily into the ſnare, and the draught was accord- 
ingly prepared for the innocent julia. But 
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But Providence would not ſuffer their wicked 
deſigns te ſucceed :--Mrs Herbert's maid had over- 
heard the infernal accomplices diſcourſing of the 
dccd, and ſeen them mix the deadly potion; and 
being ſtruck with remorſe, flew to Sir William 
Sianey's houſe and revealed the dreadful ſecret to 
Lacy Sidney's woman. That faithful creature 
tremb'ed at the horried tale, and when her Lady 
Called for the ſappoſed medicine, refuſed to deliver 
it into her hands, and acquainted her with what 
ſhe had juſt heard. 

The terrified julia too eaſily conceived that her 
huſbaad muſt neceſſarily be aa accomplice in this 
crime, elſe wherefore ſhould Mrs Herbert or Wil- 
ſon wilh her death? © If it be ſo (ſaid ſhe to her 
maid,) Maria, I have mo with to live, and will 
obey my fate. The bane of lite is an antidote to 
all its ills; and On I charg you, bv all you hold 
moſt ſacred, never to rev-al this fatal ferret, nor 
let my cruel hutban4 fſuifer for his crimes to me, 
more than his conſcience ſhall indct upon him. 
Now bring my childreg to me; let me embrace 
and claſp them to my dying boſom, and recom- 
mend them with my parting breath to the protecting 
care of Heaven.---Alas! they ſoon will have no 
earthly friend; they have no father! or ſure he 
would not wiſh to rob them of a mother's feftering 
care.” | 

The painful parting with her children paſt, ſhe 
forced the poiſon from her weeping maid, and 
raiſing up her eyes to Heaven, implored forgiveneſs 
for her cruel huſband, and bleTngs on her child- 
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ren; then bent her lips to meet the fatal draught, 
which ſhe was ſure would give her endleſs peace. 

At that inſtant Sir William, pale, frantic, and 
almoſt breathleſs, ruſhed into the chamber; he 
ſnatched the envenomed drug from her weak hand, 
and daſhed it to the ground.---* Oh, have I ſaved 
vou!“ he exclaimed, and ſank upon the bed be- 
fide her. 

When his returning ſenſes would give him leave, 
he proſtrated himfelf upon the earth, and returned 
thanks to Heaven, for having been the inſtrument 
of his beloved wife's preſervation. 

Returning home hs had met Mrs Herbert's maid, 
who had acquainted him with the horrid particulars 
already related, and he had flown to fave his Julia. 
When reconciled to her, his next emotion - was 
that of juſt reſenrment. He ſent for an Officer of 
Jaſtice to ſeize Mrs Herbert and Wilſon, but their 
guilty ſouls had taken the alarm at her maid's long 
abſence, and they were bath fled.---Wilſon was 
ſome years after broke upon the wheel for a mur- 
der at Paris, and his fair, but wicked ailociate died 
in a premature old age of want and miſerv. 

Sir William, now entirely cured of his delirium, 
after receiving his Indian legacy, and ſeitling his 
aTairs, returned with his amiable wife into the 
country; where peace and affluence foon retored 
her health; and where they ſtill continue, in the 
mid of wzir lovely family, living proofs of the 
maxim firſt lai-l down, © That the Country is the 


J. ative fi»! of happineſs; as being the ſcene and 


nurſe of Innocence.“ 
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— — 
CITTI NIGHT REFLECTIONS. 


N HAT a foleman ſtillneſs reigns around me 
All is dark and (ilent :---The clock has truck one; 
the expiting taper riſes, and finks in the ſocket; 
the watchman forgets the hour in ſlumber; the 
laborious and the happy are at reſt; guilt, exceſs, 
and black deſpair, alone are waking ; the drunk- 
ard oace more hills the deftroying bowl; the reb- 
ber prow!s his midnight round; and the wretch, 
intent on ſuicide, lifts his guilty arm againſt his 
own ſa-red perſon. | 

Let me no longer wafte the night over the page 
of antiquity, the works of genius, or the eſſay ol 
fancy; let me no longer diſtract my brain with re- 
flections on paſt calamities, or preſent troubles ; 
the firſt of which, as time is paſt, are, in their 
nature, rem=dile(s; and the latter, of which pati- 
ence and reſignation can alone extract the barbed 
darts of anguiſh from, and leſſen the preſent pain 
of; Bui let me, in imagination, purſue the wlitary 
walk, where Vaoity, ever changing, but a few 
hours paſt, walked before me; where ſhe kept up 
the pageant ; and now, like a froward child, ſeems 
huſhed with her o:yn importunities. Let me ſup- 
pole myſolt within the environs of à large and o- 
pulent City :--- What a gloom hangs all around me! 
—— The dying lamp ferbly emits its expiring 
gleam ; no lound is heard, but of the ſlowly-ſtrik- 
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ing clock, or diftant watch-dog ; all the buſtle of 
human pride is forgotten; and this ſad ſilent hour 
difplays an uſeful memento of the emptiaeſs of 
human vanity. 

There may come a time when this temporary ſo- 
litude may be made continual, and the city itſelf, 
like its inhabitants, fade away, and leave a deſert 
in its room. How have the moſt noted cities, nav, 
empires, once triumphed in exiſtence, obtained 
their victories, and reigned in pomp and ſplendor 
for a while; then, with ſhort lighted preſumption, 
have they promiſed themſelves immortal luftre ;--- 
But where are now the claud-capped towers, the 
gorgeous palaces? of ancient Greece and Rome: 
The muſing traveller wanders over the awful ruins 
of theſe ; he revolves their ancient ſplendor in his 
mind, and feels the tranſitory ſtate of human gran- 
deur and every earthly poſſeihon. 

Here, ſays the meditating mind, ftood their 


citadel,---but, now, oyergrown with weeds ; their 


Senate-houſe, where they harangued with nervous 
eloquence and ſtrength of argument, is nuw the 
haunt of every noxious reptile : Temples and thea- 
tres ſtood here ;---now, only an undiſtinguiſhed 
heap of ruins ;---they are fallen! luxury and diſ- 
ſipation made them feeble. The rewards of State 
were conferred on amuling, rather than uicful 
members of ſociety; riches and opulence invited the 
plunderer, and at lift ſwept the degenerated ſtate 
into general deſtruction. 
How few appear in the ſtreets, which, but a few 
| huurs 
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hours ago, were crouded ! and they, whe appear, 
no longer now wear their daily maſk, or attempt 
to hide their wickedneſs or their miſery. But who 
are thoſe, who make the ftreets their couch, and 
had a ſhort repoſe from their wretchedneſs at the 
doors of the opulent? Tell me, every feeling 
heart, is their a circumſtance demands your pity 
more than thoſe, whoſe circumſtances are too 
hamble to expect redreſs, and their diſtreſſes too 
great, cven for pity: The world ſeems to have 
diſclaimed them; ſociety turns its back upon them, 
and gives them up to infamy and huager. Theſe 
poor, ſhivering females, have, once, ſeen happier 
days; but deluded by a villain, and deſerted by 
their friends, have been forced into the horrid paths 
of proſtitution, and are now lying at the doors of 
their betrayers, and ſuing to wretches, whoſe hearty 
are inſenſible to calamity, and dead to every feel- 
ing of humanity, or benevolence. 

Why was I born to feel the ſufferings of wretches 
I cannot relieve?- Poor houſeleſs creatures 
The world will give you reproaches, but will not 
give you relief. Why was this heart of mine form- 
ed with fo much ſenſibility and tenderneſs, with- 
out a capacity of relieving the wants and miſeries 
of our fellow-creatures? This ſenſibility makes 
indeed the heart that feels it more wretched, than 
the object that ſues for its aſſiſtance. But let me 
tura from theſe ſcenes of infamy and diſtreſs to the 
ſanctiſied hypocrite, who has been talking of virtue 
and honeſty all day, and now, under the cover of 


night 
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ight, iſes every vice, the reverſe of all he 
— — 2 of : Well ſays the immortal 
Mikoa : 
For neither man, nor angel, 
Can diſcern hypocriſy, the only evil 
That walks iavilible, except to God alone. 
But the unexpected day-break from on high 
ſhall withdraw the veil from nis hypocrily, and 


put an end to his double-dcaling, as it does now 
to my reſlections 


A COUNTRY NIGH T's Reflections. 


War a delightful night !---The meon, full- 
orbed, appears in majeſtic ſplendor, in the front 
of yon high eaftern hill : The lengthening ſhadows 
move along the plain below; the whele creation 
ſleeps; pain and arguiſh only wake: The labo- 
nous huſbandman forgets the toiis of the day in 
peaceful ſlumbers; and nature makes a pauſe--- 
an awful pauſe, prophetic of her end. 

Here let the muſing mind a-while indulge reflec- 
tion; reflection awful and inſtructive, as this 
midnight hour :---the clock ſtrikes tweive.---Oh 
Time, memento of eternity | how are thy hours 
ſquandered away in trifles and intemperance! vet, 
who ſhall redeem thy loſs, or give back yeſterdays 
to come? The once hoſpitable manſion riſes before 
my view, but now, alas! forlorn, aatenanted,---- 
the owner flies to Courts, and cities, unmindful of 
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the village ſwains; intemperate feaſts, and poiſen- 
ous luxury, ſucceed to harmleſs mirth and hoſpi. 
table chear; but let the voice of reaſon and reflec- 
tion thus addreſs thee :---Return thou to qe hoſpi- 
table ſeat of thy forefathers, let thy flock cloath the 
naked, and let thy table feed the hungry; be thy 
inſtruction the guide of the ignorant, and thy ex” 
ample reproof to the froward ; fo ihall benevolence 
increaſe thy ſtore, and thou ſhalt look forward, to 
the end of life, as the conſummation of thy felicity. 

The miſer now counts his ill-gotten ſtore ; he 
fears even the whiſtling wind, which his tears mil- 
conſtrue as the midnight thief, while he worſhips 
in ſecret the god of his idolatry: As he accum- 
ulated wealth, he diſcovered his own importance 
by increaſe ; but, as he prized it more, he uſed it 
leſs; and, as the hand of time ſcattered ſnow upon 
his head, the freezing influencc extended to his 
boſom ; he ſurveys the ſhining ore, with a look of 
Se den caution : Thou fool, this night 
ſhall thy foul be required of thee, and then, whoſe 
ſhall all theſe things be? The ambitions, waking, 
now plan ſchemes of future glory® unmindful of 
this tranſitory ſtare and the uncertainty of human 
power; while others, perhaps, lament the time 
miſpent in ſuch purſuits, and are ready to ex- 
claim :--- 

Where now, ye lying vanities of life, Ye ever 
tempting, ever cheating train, where are you now, 
and what is your amount! 

The ſons of poverty, doſing a while, forget their 
craviegs aud their daily cares, while luxury in 
palace? 
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palaces lies ſtretching its vain thoughts to form 


imaginary wants. 
The plaintive voice of mourning, breaks, through 


the ſtillneſs of night, on my attentive hitemng car; 
---the unhappy tair-one breathes the accents of her 
woe; like another Philomel, the complains of the 
petjured youth; the villain ſlecps, unconſcious of 
remorſe, unmindtul of her anguiſh; but he ſhall 
one day awake to a ſenſe of guilt like his, and ſhall 
acknowledge, that no life can be plcaling to God, 
but what is harmleſs and innoffealive to human 
kind. | 

Thou who ſiteſt inthroned in power, relieve the 
wants, and heal the calamitics of ail thule who, 
from the remoteſt parts of the earth, waking in 
the bitterneſs oi their ſpirit, O aderets thy Throne; 
ſleeping and waking, defend them ſtill; let thy 
day-ſpring, from oa high, break in upon, and 
ſuſtain them. 

The ſprightly larks ſhrill martin wakes the morn» 
here pauie my thoughts a while. 


LOUISA: or, Love rewarded. 


I; we examine impartially that eftimare sf pleaſure, 
which the higher ranks ot ſociety are apt to form, 
we ſhall probably be ſurpriſed to find how little 
there is in it either of natura feeling or real ſatis- 
faction. Many a faſhionable voluptuary, who has 
not totally blunted his taſte or, his judg:ncat, will 
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on, in the intervals of recollection, how often he 


has ſuffered from the inſipidity, or the pain of his 
enjoyments ; and that, if it were not for the fear of 
being laughed at, it were ſometimes worth while, 
even on the ſcore of pleaſure, to be virtuous. 

Sir Edward „to whom I had the pleaſure of 
being introduced at Florence, was a character much 
beyond that which diſtinguiſhes the generality of 
Engliſh travellers of fortune. His ſtory was known 
to ſome of his countrymen who then reſided in Ita” 
ly; from one of whom, who could talk now and 
then of ſomething beſide pictures and operas, I had 
a particular recital of it. 

He had been firſt abroad at an early period of 
life, ſoon after the death of his father had left him 
maſter ot a very large eſtate, which he had the 
good fortune to inheric, and all the inclination na- 
tural to youth to enjoy. Though always ſumptu- 
eus, however, and ſometimes protuſe, he was ob- 
ſerved never to be ridiculous in his expences ; and, 
though he was ſometimes talked of as a man cf 


pleaſure and diſſipation, he always left behind him 


more inftances of beneſicence than of irregularity. 
For that reſpect and efteem in which his character, 
amidſt all his little errors, was generally held, he 
was ſuppoſed a good deal indebted to the ſociety of 
a Gentleman, who had been his companion at the 
Univerſity, and now attended him rather as a friend 
than a tutor. This Gentleman was, uftfortunatelys 
ſeized at Marſeilles with a lingering diſorder, for 
which he was under the neceſſity of taking a ſea 


voyage, 
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voyage, leaving Sir Edward to proſecute the re- 
* maining part of his intended tour alone. 

Deſcending into one of the valleys of Piedmont, 
where, notwithſtanding the rugedneſs of the road, 
Sir Edward, with a prejudice natural to his coun- 
try, preferred the conveyance of an Englith hunter 
to that of an Italian mule, his horſe, uvaluckely, 
made a falſe ftep, and fell with its rider to the 
ground, from which Sir Edward was lified by his 
ſervants with ſcarce any ſigus of life. They con- 
veyed him on a litter to the neareſt houſe, which 
happened to be the dwelling of a peaſant rather a- 
bove the common rank, at whoſ> loor ſme of his 
neighbours were aſſembled at a ſcene of rural mer- 
riment, when the train of Sir Edward brought up 
their maſter in the condition I have detcribed. The 
compaſſion natural to his ſituation was excited in 
all; but the owner of the manſion, whoſe name 
was Venoni, was particularly moved with it. He 
applied himſelf immediately to the care of the 
ſtranger, and, with the aſſiſtance of his dangher, 
who had left the dance ſhe was engaged in, with 
great marks of agitation, ſoon reſtored Sir Edward 
to ſonſe and life Venont pofſ fled ſome little fill 
in ſurgery, and his daughter produced a book of 
receipts in medicine. Fir Edward, after being 
blooded, was put to hed, and tended with every 
poſſible care by his hoſt and his family. A fever 
was the conſequence of this accident; but, after 
ſome days, it abated, and in a ſhort time he was 
able to joiu in the ſociety of Venoai and his dangh- 
ter, 
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He could not help expreſſing ſome ſurpriſe at the 
appearance of refinement in the converſation of the 
latter, much beyond what her ſituation ſeemed 
likely toconfer. Her father accounted for it. She 
had received her education in the houſe of a Lady, 
who happened to paſs through, the valley, and to 
take ſhelter in Venoni's cottage,) the night of her 
birth. When her mother died,” fail he, the 
Signora, whoſe name, at her deſire, we had given 
the child, took her home to ker owa houſe ; there 
ſhe was taught many things, of which there is no 
need here; yet ſhe is not ſo proud of her learning 
as to wiſh to leave her father in his old- age; and 
I hope ſoon to have her ſettled near me for life.” 

But Sir Edward had now an opportunity of know- 
ing Lowfſa better than from the deſcription of her 
father. Mulic and painting, in both of which arts 
ſhe was a tolerable proficient, Sir Edward had 
ſtudied with ſucceſs. Louiſa felt a ſurt of pleaſure 
from her drawings, which they had never given 
her before, when they were praiſed by Sir Edward; 
and the family concerts of Venoni were very dit- 
ferent from what they had formerly been, when 
once his gueſt was ſo far recovered as to he able to 
yoia in them. The flute of Venoni excelled all the 
other muſic of the valley; his daughter's lute was 
much beyond it; Sir Edward's violin was finer 
than either.---But his converſation with Louifa---- 
it was that of a ſuperior order of beings !---ſcience, 
taſte, ſeritiment !-----It was Jong ſince Louiſa had 
Beard theſe ſounds. Amidft the ignorance of the 
yalley, it was luxury to hear them; from Sir Fd- 

ward 
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ward, whe was one of the moſt engaging figures [ 
ever faw, they were doubly delightful. In his 
eountenance there was always an expreſſion, ani- 
mated and intereſting; his ſickneſs had overcome 
ſomewhat of the firſt, but greatly added to the 
power of the latter. 

Louiſa's was not leſs captivating----and Sir Ed- 
ward had not ſeen it fo long without emotion. 
During his illneſs he thought this emotion but gra- 
titude; and, when it firſt grew warmer, he checked 
it, from the thoaght of her ſituation, and of the 
debt he owed her. But the ſtruggle was too inct- 
fectual te overcome, and, of cen{-quence, increaſed 
his paſhon. There was but ene way, in which the 
pride of Sir Edward allowed of its being gratihed. 
He ſometimes thought & this as a baſe anworthy 
one; bur he was the fool of words which he had 
often deſpiſed, the ſlave of manners he had often 
condemned. He at lat compromiſed matters with 
himle!lt; he reſolved, if he could, to think no more 
of Louiſa; at any rate, to think no more of the tics 
of gratitude, or the r-{traints of virtue. 

Loaiſa, who truſted to both, now communicated 
to Sir Edward an important ſecret. It was at the 
cloſe of a piece of mulic which they had been play- 
ing in the ablesce of her father. She took up her 
lute, and touched a linle wild melancholy air, 
wliich ſhe had compoſed to the memory ot her mo- 
ther. That, ſaid ſhe, no-body ever heard except 
my father; I play it ſometimes when I am alone a1d 
in low ſpirits. I don't know how I came to thi -k 
of it now; yet I have ſome reafon to be fad.” Cir 
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Edward preſſed to know the cauſe : after fome he- 
fitation ſhe told it all. Her father had fixed on the 
In of a neighbour, rich in poſſeſſions, but rude in 
manners, for her huſband. Againſt this match 
hie had alwavs proteſted as ftrongly, as a ſenſe of 
dtv, and the mildneſs of her nature, would allow; 
but Venoni was obſtinately bent on the match, and 
ſte was wretched from the thoughts of it----* To 
marry, whcre one cannot love, to marry ſuch a 
man Sir Edward !----It was an opportunity beyond 
his power of reſiſtance. Sir Edward preſſed her 
hint; ſaid it would be profanation to think of 
{ch a marriage; praiſed her beauty: extolled her 
vri193; and concluded, by ſwearing, that he ador- 
e her. She heard him with usſuſpecting pleaſure, 
wi.ich her bluſhes could iN conceal. Sir Edward 
improved the favourable moment; talked ot the 
ardency of his paſſion, the inſigmilicancy of cere- 
monies and forms, the inefficacy of legal engage- 
ments, the eternal duration of thoſe dictated by 
love; and, in fine, urged her going off with him, 
to crown both their days with happineſs Louiſa 
Barred at that propoſal. She would have reproach- 
ed him, bat her heart was not made for it; ſhe 
e2'"!d only werp. 

They w-re imterrypted by the arrival of her fa- 
ther, with bis i teneled tan-in-law. He was juft 
ſuch a man as Tomi. had reprefented him, coarſe, 
yulgur, and ignorant. But Venom, though much 
above their neighbour in every thing but riches, 
looket on him as poorer men often look on the 
wealilty, and dilcoyered none of his imperfections. 
He 
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He took his daughter side, told her he had 
brought her future hulband, aud the: he intended 
they ſhould be marri-d in a week a hett. 

Next morning Lou! was inadpolrd, aud kept 
her chamber. Sir Edward wes how pcitectiy le- 
covered. He was engaged : g out with \onon 
but, be.ore his departurt, be took up iS Viſtas 
and touched a few platauys notes on it. Ihey 
were heard oy Loui. 

In the evening the wandered forth to indulge her 
forrows alunz. She had 1eached a ſequcſteætcu pet, 
where tome n0plars iormed 4 inicket on the C4lks 
of a little ſtream that watered the valley. A 1g!t- 
ingale was percied on vi. of them, ad had alrcady 
begun us auculton.ce long. Luviid iat COVH Ob A 
withered ftunip, lealing ker check upos her 
hand. After a intle ue, the bid was icarea from 
ts perch, 4% fliucd tiviaite titichet, Luula roſe 
tom the gr uuiaiy wilt ito inals. She turned, and 
behcid Sir Ed, ard. His Countcaance had much of 
its former languor ; and, when he took her hand, 
he caſt on the carth a melancholy look, and ſeemed 
unable to ſpeak his feelings. Are you not well, 
S.r Exward 7? ad Lou, , with a voice faint and 
broken.” ----* I am ii, indeed,“ fav be,“ but my 
illneſs is of the mind, Lo ua cannot cure me of that. 
am wretrclied ; but 1 v-{crve to be fo. I have 
broken every law of hoipiiabiy, and every ebl'gatign 
of gratitude. I have dai to with for Fappincts 
and to weak what | wihed, rough it weunded 
the heart of my deren bonetacth of3----burt I will 
make a {vere expiation. his moment ae vou. 

Lauf. 
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Louiſa ; I go to be wretched ; but you may be 
happy, happy in your duty to a father, happy, it 
may be, in the arms of a huſband, whom the poſ- 
ſeihon of ſuch a wife may teach refinement and 
fſenlibility----I go te my native country, to hurry 
through ſcenes of irkſome buſineſs or taſteleſs 
amuſement ; chat I may, if poſuble, procure a fort 
ot halt-obl1vion of that happineſs which 1 have leſt 
behind, a liſtloſs endurance ef that life which 1 
once dreamed might be made dchighttul with 
Louiſa !* 

Tears were the only anſwer ſhe could give. Sir 
Edward's ſcrvants appeared, with a carriage, ready 
fur his departure. He took from his pocket twe 
pictures: one he had drawn of Louiſa he faftcaed 
round his neck, and kiſhng it with rapture, hid it 
in his boſom. The other he held out in a heſttating 
manner. * This,” ſaid he, if Louiſa will accept 
of it, may ſometimes put her in mind of him who 
once offended, who can never ceaſe to adore her. 
She may may look on it, perhaps, after the o- 
riginal is no more; when this heart ſhall have for- 
got to love, and cealed to be wretched.” 

Louiſa was at lait overcome. Her face was firſt 
pale as death; thea ſuddenly it was crefſed with a 
crimſon bluiſh. Oh! Sir Edward !” ſaid ſhe,” 
s What----what would you have me to do!“ - -He 
eagerly ſeized her hand, and led her, reluctant, 
to the carriage. They entered it, and, driving of 


with furious ſpeed, were ſoon our of ſight of thoſe 


kills which paltured the flocks of the uatortunate 
Venoni. 
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The virtue of Louiſa was vanquiſhed ; but her 
ſenſe of virtue was not overcome. Neither the 
vows of eternal fidelity of her ſeducer, nor the coa- 
ſtant and reſpectful attention which he paid her 
during a hurried journey to England, could allay 
that apguilh which ihe ſuffered at the recollection 
of her paſt, and the thoaghts of her preſent lituati- 
on. Sir Edward felt ſtrongly the power of her 
beauty and of her grief. His heart was not made 
for that part, which, it is probe, be thought it 
could have performed; it was ihll twyect to re- 
morſe, re comp on, and to love. Thele cnotte 
ous, perhaps, he might {uvn have overcome, had 
they been met by vulgic violence or reproacnes z 
but the quiet and unupbraiding lorrows ef Loviſa 
nouriſhed thoſe feelings of tenderneſs and attach- 
ment. She never mentioned her wrongs in words: 
ſometimes a few ftarting tears would tpeak them 
and, when time had given her a little more com- 
poſure, her lute diſcourſed mclancholy muſic. 

On their arrival in England, Sir EAward carried 
Louiſa to his ſeat in the country. There ſhe was 
treated with all the obſervance of a wife ; aad had 
ſhe choſca it, might have commanded more than 
the ordinary ſplendor of once. But ſhe would not 
allow the indulgence of Sir Edward to blazon with 
equipage and ſhow that ſtate which ſhe always 
Wihhed to hide, and, if polils, ro forget. Her 
books and her mulic were her ouly plcatures: if plea- 
tures they could he called, that lerved but to al- 


leviate mile ry, aud to bluut, tor a while, the pangs 
of coutriuion. 
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Theſe were deeply aggravated by the recolleQion 
of her tather; a tatner leit in his age to fect his 
own misturtunes, and bis daugnter's diſgrace. Sir 
Edward was loo generous not to think of providing 
for Venom. He meant to mike {ome atonement 
tor the injury he had done hin, by that crucl 
bounty which is reparation only to the baſ.:, but to 
the honeſt is infult. He had not, however, an op- 
purtunity of accompliſhing his purpoſe. He learned 
that Venoni, ſoon After his daughter's elypement, 
removed from his former place ot relidence, and, as 
his neighbours reported, had died ia one ot tue 
villages of Savoy. His dauginer felt this with an- 
guich the mett poignant, aud her affliction, tor a 
while, ietuſed contuatiun. Sir Edward's whole 
tenderneſo aud attention were called fourth to niti- 
ne her giict 3 and, after its {irft trauſpotrts had 
f..>:ided, he carried her to London, in hopes that 
obicdts new to her, and commonly attractive to ail, 
migtit contribute to remove it. 

Wrth a man poff ted ot feelings like Sir Edward's 
the ati} ctio of Luv'fa gave a certain reſpad to his 
atteutians. He hired her lodgings ſeparate from ts 
own, and :reates. her with all the dencacy of the 
pureſt attachment. But his ſolicitude to comturt 
and amuic her was not attended with ſucceſs. She 
felt all the horrars of that guilt which the now con- 
fidered as net only the ruin of herſcit, bur the 
wurderer of her father. 

In London Sir Fdward found his fit-r, who had 
married a man «© oat fortune and high fashion. 
Me had ail wil, colalule ihe was 4 hne woman, 

and 
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and admired by fine men; ſhe had married him be. 
cauſe he was the wealthieft of her ſuitors. They 
lived, as is common to people in ſuch a ſituat ion, 
neceſſitous with a princely revenue, and very wret- 
ched amideſt perpctual gaiety. This ſcene was fo 
foreign from the idea Sir Edward had formed of the 
reception his country and friends were to afford 
him, that he found a conſtant fource of diſguſt in the 
ſociety of his equals. In their convertation fant- 
altic nut relined, their ideas were frivolous and their 
knowledge shallow; and, with all the pride of 
birth, and infoleace of ſtation, their principles 
were mean, and their minds ignoble. In their pre- 
tended attachments, he diſcovered only defigns of 
ſelfiſhneſs, and their pleaſures he experienced were 
as fallacious as their tnendthips. In the ſociety of 
Louiſa he found ſenſibility and truth; her's was the 
oaly heart that ſeemed intereſted in his weltare : the 
ſa the return of virtue in Sir Edward, and felt the 
friendſhip which he ſhewed her. Sometimes when 
ſhe perceived him ſorrowful, her lute would leave its 
melancholy for more lively airs, and her countenance 
aſſume a gaiety it was not formed to wear. But her 
heart was breaking with that anguiſh which her 
generoſity endeavoured to concea! from him; her 
frame, too delicate for the ſtruggle with her feelings, 
ſeemed to yield to their force; her reft farſook her; 
the colour faded in her cheek ; the luſtre of her 
eyes grew dim. Sir Edward faw neſe fy n- 
ptoms of decay with the deepeſt remorſe. Often 
did he curſe thoſe falſe ideas of pleature, which had 
led him to conſider the ruin of an artleſs girl, who 
loved and truſted him, as an object wliich it was 
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luxury to attain, and pride to accompliſh. Often 
did he wiſh to blot out from his life a few guilty 
months, to be again reſtored to an opportunity of 
giving happineſs to that family, whoſe unſuſpect- 
ing kindneſs he had repaid with the treachery of a 
robber, and the cruelty of an aſſaſſin. 

One evening, while he fat in a little parlour with 
Louifa, his mind alternately agitared and ſoftened 
with this impreſhon, a hand organ, of a remarkable 
ſoft tone, was heard in the ftreer. Louiſa laid 
aſide her lute, and liſtened ; the airs it played were 
the ſe of her native country, and a few tears, which 
ſhe endeavoured to hide, ſtole from her on hearing 
them. Sir Edward ordered the ſervant ro fetc!y 
the organiſt into the room ; he was brought in ac- 
ccrdingly, and ſeated at the door of the apartment. 

He played one or two fprightly tunes, to which 
Louiſa had often danced in her infancy ; ſhe gave 
herſelf up to the recollection, and her tears flowed 
without controul. Suddenly the mulician, chang- 
ing the ftop, introduced a little melancholy air of 
a wild and glantive kind----Loutfa ftarted from her 
ſear. and ruſhed up to the ftranger----He threw off 
a tartered coat, and black patch---It was her father! 
She weuld have ſprung to embrace tim; he 
turned alige tor a frw moments, and would rot re- 
Cive her into his arms. But nature at laſt overcame 
his reſentment ; he burſt into tears, and preſt to his 
beem his TJong-1-ſt daughter. 

er Fdwiard food fixed in atoniſhment aud cone 
fufon.---- | come not to uThraid vou,“ faid Venoni, 
*Lama poor weak, old man, unable for upbraidine-; 

Il am 
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am come but to find my child, te forgive her, 
and to die! When you ſaw us tirſt, Sir Edward, 
we were not thus. You found us virtuous and hap- 
py; we danced and we ſung, and there was not a ſad 
heart in the valley where we dwelt. Yet we left our 
dancing, our ſongs, and our chearfulneſs ; you were 
diſtreſſed, and we pitied you. Since that day, the 
pipe has never been heard in Venoni's fields; grief and 
ſickneſs have almoſt brought him to the grave; and 
his neighbours, who loved and pitied him, have 
been chearful no more. Yet, methinks, though 
you robbed us of happineſs, you are not happy--- 
elſe why that dejedted look, which, amidit all the 
grandeur around you, I ſaw you wear, and thoſe 
tears which, under all the gaudineis of her apparel, 
I ſaw the poor deluded girl ſhed.”----*Bur ſhe ſhall 
ſhed no more, cried Sir Edward; you ſhall be hap- 
py, and I ſhall be juſt. Forgive me, my venerable 
friend, the injuries which I have done thee; for- 
give me, my Louila, for rating your excellence at 
a price ſo mean. I have ſeen thoſe high · born fe- 
males to which my rank might have allied me ; 
I am aſhamed of their vices, and lick of their follics. 
Profligate in their hearts, and, amidſt affected pu- 
rity, they are ſlaves to pleaſure without the ſiaceri- 
ty of paſkhon, and, with the name of honour, 
are inſenſible to the feelings of virtue. You, my 
Louiſa !---but I will not call up recollections that 
might render me leſs worthy of your future eſteem. 
Continue to love your Edward; but a few hours, 
and you ſhall add the title to the affections of a 
wife; let the care and tenderneſs to a huſband 
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bring back its peace to your mind, and its bloom to 
your cheek. We will live for a while the wonder 
and the enyy of the faſhionable circle here. We 
will reftore your father to his native home; under 
that root I thall once more be happy ; happy with- 
out allay, becauſe I ſhall deferve my happineſs. 
Again ſhall the pipe and the dance gladden the 
valley, and innocence and peace beam on the cot- 
tage of Venoni.“ 


—— 
The INSTANTANEOUS IMPRESSION. 


Froxrra poſſeſſed more beauty than for- 


tune; and though (he was eſteemed the moſt ami- 
able Shepherdets in the Province of Liſle, ſhe yet 
poſſeſſed more ſenſe than beauty. A certain unde- 
unable ſweetneſs fat in every feature of her face, 
and charmed in every action of her mind. Like 
Shakeſpeare's Perdita----if ſhe ſung, ſuch was the 
melody of her voice, we would have her fing for- 
ever: -If ſhe dariced in the rural ring on the 
green, or on the upland, the Swains, with enamour- 
ed fondneſs, hung on every movement, and in- 
treated her to dance for- ever. In ſhort, every in- 
cident of lite ſer ed but as a mirrour to exhibit her 
endowments. The {implicity of her manners----- 


the artlcfs innocence of her mind----the warmth. 


of her endearing and kind temper, were attractions 
rhat drew every Shepherd around her Cottage, and 
made the little emboſomed manſion like an aviary 
of birds -a icene of vocal harmony and muſic. 
We might with voluptuous pleaſure dwell on the 
deſcripuon 
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decription of her abode ; painting the enamelled 
beauties of the ſcene with poeric colouring, and 
giving even freſh Juxuriance to the tints cf 
Nature. But 
& .------------ To paint the lily, 
& To throw a perfume on the violet, 
& To ſmooth the ice, to add another hue 
% Unto the rainbow, or try, with taper light, 
„The beauteous face of Heaven to garnith, 
« Is waſteful and ridiculous excels.” 
Her cottage was beautiful by nature, and was 
tenanted by Heaven :----Man, therefore, nced not 
flatter himſelf poſſeſſed of abilities to enrich it hy 
deſcription. In vain did the Swains aſſail her with 
all the eloquence of erratic love: Floretta was too 
poor fur à wife. In the preſent day of faſhionabie 
extravagance, it is a melancholy truth, that no 
motive ſo generally actuates th? mind as intereſt, 
Our luxuries and refinements beget innumerable 
wants, unknown in carlier times; which force the 
human mind to deviate even from its moſt amiable 
volitions, and proſecute lines of conduct as morti- 
fving as they are diſgraceful. The priſtine ſimpli- 
city of our plains is contaminated with a portion of 
the rage that has gained ſuch entire poſicihon of 
the faſhionable world. The Shepherd no more in- 
vokes the inſpiration of the rural Pan; the oaten 
reed lies neglected; and the purling ſtreams flow 
unaſſociated by the wonted melody of the piping 
Swains. In the little retired village, indeed, which 
gave birth to the lovely Vloretta, a remnant mav 
be (cen of Arcadian fimplicity z but tinAured with 
the 
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the volatile ſalt of perfidious refinement, it exiſts in 
ſo vitiated a ſtate, that it deſerves not the name of 
Felicity. An inceſſant round of pleaſure, indeed, 
may be tooliſhly conceived by the young, infatuat- 
ed, and thoughtleſs, to be happineſs. Levity, 


bordering on licentiouſneſs, marks the characters 


of the females; and an unbounded thirſt in the 
purſuit of intereſt and pleaſure, thoſe of the men. 
In ſuch a fociety may it not be wondered, that the 
lovely Floretta remained uncontaminated, ſince we 
know how ealily, and how imperceptibly the chains 
of paſſion cling around the heart? Gilt o'er by the 
ſanctity of cuftom, Vice loſes its deformity, ard 
allumes the moſt faſcinating features. Never, 
therefore, O never let us truſt ourſelves one inſtant, 
in the preſence of a crime. The firſt ſtep towards 
iniquity is difficult to accompliſh---the ſecond may 
de painful---but the third is eaſy : The ladder that 
reaches to the abyſs, becomes gradually more eaſy, 
as we deſcend, till at laſt we find pleaſure in what 
at firſt gave us pain. Floretta is an excellent 
exception to this general rule. She ſtood 
the ſhock of aſſociation unhurt: ſhe ſaw through 
the miſleading glare of lawleſs pleaſures, and ſhu1- 
dered at the danger ſhe was daily expoſed to. To 
the many aſhduities of the village-ſwains ſhe was 
impenetrable. They ſung, they danced, and they 
piped in vain. She ſaw that they aſſailed her virtue, 
not her heart. They did not ſeek for connubial 


delights in her ſociety, but for momentary gratifi- 


cations in her ſeduction. Aware of their ends, ſh: 
tad ſtrengch and virtue enough to deieat them; 
and 
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and ſhe lived the pattern of imitation, as ſhe was 
the emblem of innocence. 

Florio, the ſon of a farmer in the neighbourhood, 
returned from the Academy, where ne had com- 
pleated his education; - an education not deſigr.ed 
to render him eminent in any public protulior, but 
ſuch as ſitted him for ſocial inrercourte, and do- 
meſtic retirement. His father, poileiled of happy 
afluence, eſteemed it more eligibie iv ſtation his 
heir in the boſom of his paſtoral hels, than in tue 
round of diſſipation attendant on a Town-lit, of 
in the buſy, buſtling, enviable road to fame. Fio- 
rio was happily calculated tor the path in which he 
was to walk. He was poſed of a mott capti- 
rating ſenſibility ; tender in his nature, aud with 
a comfortable mixture of that wit and kumour 
which is the ſeaſoning to the diſh of lite. 

Strolling one day acroſs the uplands of the beauti- 
ful and various country near his father's, he ac- 
cidentally ſaw Florerta.---Floretta ſaw him. The 
glance was mutual, and the Impreſſion was Iuſtan- 
taneous! They felt an undeſcribable ſomething take 
puſſeſſion of their hearts; It was pleaſure mingled 
with pain. This mutual ſenſibility urged them to 
paſs on; but an irreſiſtible impulſe fixed then to 
the ſpot. Their eyes alternately met, and fell to- 
wards the ground: they were confounded, as their 
glances, in the interchange, were ditcovered, and 
from the pure ingenuouſneſs of their ſouls, a ver- 
million ſpread iiſelf upon their cheeks. 

Florio, however, recovering himſ.lf from the 
enchantment which had chained him to the ground 

advanced 
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advanced with the moſt eaamoured, and yet throb- 


bing ucart to Floretta, 

* May 1 not (ſays he, with the moſt winning 
ſweetneſs ot accent)---may I not help you to tend 
var tiuck, my Shepherdeſs? I wil! ve a faithful 
tie, and will couduct them acrots the hull for 


vou, wich Caic.---Do, pray, let me caſe you of 


Tac taſk. 


** Guatle Stranger (replies the lovely Floretta,) 
1: 13 lo deligheful @ talk, taat I cannot agree to part 
With it.“ | 

** Then pray (ſays he), my fair-one, let 'me en- 
J. but a part of the delight. I know nut how it is, 
Cut 1 lake an interett in the welfare of your flock» 
4 nN they are the fineſt Lambs I ever few. But 
blels me (Couuinues he, with a tigh,) what have I 
to do Wilt them ?----LThey are the property of a 
Shepherucfs, whoſe heart, no doubt, is ie the pol- 
{-ihoa ut tome favoured Swain, and I tarry and 
gas upon them, to my undoing.”---A momentary 
lulpence leized them both, on this inſtant. She 
knew nut what to ſay; and he wiſhed to have the 
c oubt removed, for which the hint was thrown 
dur, His ſuſceptibility was touched. -He read 
tis delired anſwer in her bluſhing cheek and down 
Cuit-cye. He faw the inward workings of her heart, 
and with a tumultuous tide of tranſport he faatched 
the tair-one*s hand, and imprinted on it the warm- 
eſt effuſion of his ſoul. Recolle&ing himlelf, and 
ſtarting at the thought of his having been, perhaps, 
too vehement in his addreſs, he, with the awe that 


is iuſpired by the emotions of honourable love, re- 
treated 
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treated a few paces, and prayed the fair - one to ſor · 
give him the effects of a tranſport which he could 
not ſmother, and which he hoped did not ariſe from 
miſconception or diſreſpect. The laaguage of the 
heart, as it is gathered trom the eyes, s the ſimpleſt 
thing on earth, and did more for this enamwured 
pair, in two minutes of ſuſpence which ſucceede4 
to this apology, than all the eclairciſſement tnat 
words could have brought about, Were we per- 
mitted, in an imitation ot the moſt capuvatiag Phy- 
ſiognomiſt that ever penned a Hiſtory for the en- 
tertainment of Mankind, to trantlate the dumb 
language into Engliſh, t would nearly run as 
tollows : 

« Believe me, kind Swain (ſaid Floretta,) 1 am 
as pleaſed with your tranſports as yourſelf. I feel 
an ine xpr eſſible pleaſure in your ſociety; and 
would the delicacy of my ſex permit, I would 
retura your careſs with equal ardour, and ſhew 
you how much your firſt appearance hath pre- 
poſſeſſed me in your favour.” 

Heavens! (exclaimed the enraptured Florio 
And is it impoſhble that I have made an impreſſion 
on your heart ?---Is it pothble, that I may be happy 
enough to be united to you for-ever---to dwell in 
your tociety---to hang upon your ſweetneſs, and, 
like the bee from the pefumed floweret, diftill the 
balmy eſſence from that lip, without ravaging its 
beauty, or injuring it ſweets ;---Is it poſlible that 
I may be yours?“ | 

* It is, my Shepherd, it is !---- There is an at- 
tachment in my boſom, which, as it is fixed there 
no doubt, by the rand of Providence, fur the wiſeſt 


ends, 
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ends, I do not counteract, which tells me I muft 


be yours or no one's.“ 

When the happy enterval was paſt, which had 
been filled up with ſuch ſignificant intercourſe of 
the eyes as hath formed the ground-work for the 
above interpretation, they parted, without reducing 
it to more explicit language----but not before he 
had intreated to know her name. 

% Floretta---a Maid whoſe only fortune is her 
Innocence; and her occupation a Shepherdeſs.” 

„% And I am Florio, poſſeſſed of a comfortable 
inheritance ; not enough, indeed, to anſwer the 
calls of Luxury, but mare than ſufficient tor two 
ſeci people as you and I are.” 

They parted-- -ſhe to conduct her ſheep to the 
paſture, on the brow of the hill; and he to ſeek his 
father. He ſoon found him, and throwing himſe!{ 
at his feet, with an caraeſtneſs and a warmth which 
beſpeke at ence the ardour of his affectton, and 
the ſincerity of his heart, he beſought him to con- 
ſeat to his union with Floretta. The father knew 
her---admured her ;---for every one that knew, ad- 
mired her; and raiſing his ſon, with parental ten- 
derneſs told him---the choice was worthy of his 
heart--- He conſidered Floretta as the richeſt 
female of the Land, fince ſhe poſſeſſed treaſures 
more eſtimable than lucre, in an undefiled and a 
pure heart. She would make a wife capable of 
rendering his journey through this life a chain ot 
felicity, in which there would be found go inter- 
mitting link of anxiety or ſorrow. 

Floria, 


an: 
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Florio, in a few days, was joined to Floretra : 

and at this very moment they are the happieit 
couple in the Province of Liſle, 


THE TRUE ENJOYMENTS OF LIFE. 


May he ſarvive his relatives and friends! was 
the imprecation of a Roman, on the perſan who 
thould deftroy the monument of his anceſtors. 
A more dreadtul curſe could ſcarcely be denounced 

i remember to have ſeea it ſomewhere recorded, 
that an Emperor of China, on hy acccihon to the 
throne, commanded a general relcaſe ſrom the 
priſons, of all that were confined for debt. A- 
inonglt the number was an old man, who had been 
an early victim to advertity ; and whoſe days of 
impriſonment, reckoned by the notches which he 
had cut on the door of his gloomy cell, expreſſed 
the annual revolution of more than fifty ſuns. 
With faultering ſteps, he departed from his maaſion 
of ſorrow : his eyes were dazzled with the ſpl-n- or 
of light; and the face of nature preſented to his 
view a perfect paradiſe. The goal, in which he 
had been impriſoned, was at ſome diſtance from 
Pekin; and he directed his courſe to that citv, im- 
patient to enjoy the congratulations of his wife, 
his children, and his friends. 

With difficulty he found his way to the ſtreet, in 
which formerly ſtood his deceat habitation : and 
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his heart became more and more elated at every 
ſtep which he advanced. He proceeded, and look- 
ed with earneſtneſs around; but ſaw few of thoſe 
objects with which he was formerly converſant. 
A magnificent edifice was erected on the ſite of 


the houſe which he had inhabited: the dwellings of 


his neighbours had aſſumed new forms; and he 
beheld not a ſingle face, of which he had the leaſt 
recollection. An aged beggar, who ſtood with 
trembling knees at the gate of a portico, from 
which he had been thruſt by the inſolent ſervant 
who guarded it, {truck his attention. He ſtopped, 
to give him a pittance out of the bounty with which 
he had been ſupplied, by the Emperor's liberality ; 
and received, in return, the fad tidings, that his 
wife had fallen a lingering facrifice to penury 
and foriow; that this children were gone to 
ſeek their fortunes? in unknown chimes ; and that 
the grave contained his neareſt and moſt valuable 
triends. 

Overwhelmed with anguiſh, he haſtened to the 
palace of his Sovereign, into whoſe preſence his 
koary locks and mourntul viſage ſoon obtained ad- 
miſhon 3 and, caſting himſclf at the feet of the 
Emperor, “ Great Prince,“ he cried, ** remand 
me tothe priſon, from which nuſtaken mercy hath 
delivered me! 1 have furvived my family and 
friends; and, in the midſt of this populous city, I 
ind mytcit in dreary fotitude. The cell of my 
dungeon protected me from the gazers at my 
wretchednefs ; and, u hilſt ſecluded from fociery, I 
was lcts ſculible of the loſs of ſocial enjoyments. 
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Jam now tortured with the view of plcalurcs, 
in which 1 cannot participate; and dic with thirtt, 
though ſtreams of delight Jurcound me.“ 


SUCCESSFUL INTREPIDITY OF ADMIRAL 
BLAKE, WITH {US DEATH AND CHha- 
RACTER. 


A SPANISH fleet of ſixteen ſhips, immenſely 
rich, had taken ſhelter in the Canaries, Blake, re- 
ceiving intelligence ot it, immediately made 1a) 
towards them. Me found them in the bay ot Santa 
Cruz, diſpoſed in a formidable poltyre. The bay 
was ſecured with a ftrong ceftic, well provided with 
cannon ; beſides ſeven torts in ieveral parts of it, all 
united by a line of communication, manned with 
muſqueteers. DonDicgoDiagues, the Spaniſſi dau- 
ral, ordered all his ſmaller veiicis to moor cloſe to 
the ſhore, and poſted the larger gaileons tarther oil, 
at anchor, with their broadiides to the fea. 

Blake was rather animated, than daunted, with 
this appearance. The wind ſeconded his courage, 
and, blewing full into the bay, in a momeat 
brought kim among the thicket of his enemies 
After a re.iitanceof four hours, the Spaniarꝗs yielded 
to Englith valour, and abandoned their ſhips ; 
which were ſet on fire, and conſumed, with all 
their treaſure. The greateitdirngor, to the Unglith, 
ſtill remained. They lay under the fire of the 
cutle, and all the foirs ; which nutz, in à lietle 
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time, have torn them to pieces. But the wind, ſud 
denly ſhitting, carried them out of the bay; wire 
they left the Spaniards in a aftoniſhment, at the 
happy temerity of their courageous victors. 

This was the latt, and greateſt action of the 
gallant Blake. He was conſumed with a dropty 
and ſcurvy, and haſtened home, that he might 
vield up his breath in his native country, which 
he had ſo much adored by his valour. As he came 
within ſight of land, he expired.---Never man, fo 
zealous for a faction, was fo much reſpeced and 
eſteemed, even by oppolite factions. He was, by 
principle, an inflexible republican ; but, amidſt all 
the truſt and careiles which he received from the 


-ruling powers, that were thought to be very little 


grateful to him. It is ſtill our duty,” he faid 
to the ſeamen, to fight for our country, into what 
„ hands ſoever the government may fall.” Diſ- 
intereſted, generous, liberal; ambitious only for 
true glory; dreadtul only to his avowed enemies; 
he forms one of the moſt perfect characters of the 
age, and the leaſt ſtained with thoſe errors and 
violences, which were then ſo predominant. The 
Protector ordered him a pompous funeral, at the 
public charge : but the tears of his countrymen, 
were the moft honourable panygeric on his memor v. 
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Fall many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its tweetneſs on the detait air. 

Some village liampden, that with dauntleis breaſt 
The litile tyrant of his held withſtood, 

Some mute inglorious Milton here may reſt, 
Some Cromwell, gailcicis ot his Country's blood. 


ic y 

Ore! ſce! (ſid the beautiful and ſymathizing 
Maria, looking out at the window, and pointing 
with her Ieft band towards the gallows)---fce the 
lat ſta ge of iniquity, the miſe; able end ot a oiter- 
abie fe! The poor teitered Wretch, walking be- 
hind the men wich white roads iu their hands, is the 
criminal!“ Her pite ous accent azected me much; 
and I aſked with more than common concern, 
„What he had done?“ © Driven | lard the } by 

extere: 


+ At Edinburgh, where the ſcene is ſuppoſed 
to lie, the gibbet is commonly at the bottom of the 
Weſt Bow. contigauous to the Corn-Market, Grais- 
Market. There it is cuftomary for the acting Magi- 
ſtrates and Law-Othcers to walk in formal proceſ- 
ſion to the place of execution before the criminal, 
with white rods in their hands. Perha,'s it may 
prevent ſome what of the Reader's ſurprize, when 
he finds ſo mech ſhrewdneſs and ſcience in one 
thus circamitanced, to be àaſſured that the Scotch 
are, at bis moment, perhaps, the mot learned 
people in Europe; that Literature in all its branches 
is often taught with liberalitv and taſte in their 
common pariſh ſchools; and that the great Dr 
zohsſon himſelf, had his pride permitted the ex- 
periment, might even have met with his maten in 


Scotland at the plough tail 
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extreme neceſſiy to procure an immediate relief ts 
a famiſhed family, he tallied forth in aa evil hour, 
and only exacted a few ſhillings of one, who had 
but a few minutes before cheated his neighbour of 
as many guineas. 

„% Which now [added ſhe, with her eyes full of 
tears, and the archeſt look in the world] is the 
worthieſt of the two; the Robber, or the Robbed ? 
--- Moſt probably the Robber. And yet [ quoth 
ſhe] tlie laſt whoſe knavery is notorious, is careſ- 
fed, diftiaguiſhed, and truſted; while the firſt, 
though impelled by a momentary impulſe to one 
inſignificant but lawleſs deed, ſhall be hanged live 
a dog in a tether.”----In the name of Goodneſs 
and Humanity, Why are not Judges hanged for 
overſtretching, as well as others fer breaking, the 
Law ?---+* Becauſe the Devil, like a conjurer as he 
” quoth Maria. 

Mean while the Malztactor came flowly and 
fileotly onward : he had ſomething about him 
paſſing ſhew. His features were manly and ex- 
preſſive; his manner familiar, but compoſed. A 
ſgh now and then broke gently from his boſom, 
and the big round tear ſtood quivering in his eve. 
He made a ſtand at the foot ut the ladder, as it to 
recollect himſelf-- - pauſed- looked round him--- 
then fixing his eyes full on the gibbet with leſs 
terror, though not leſs devotion, in his counte- 
nance than any Canter of all the Canting fraternity 
that ever canted, O Tree! | faid he] how grim 
is that cloud that lowers on thy afpe&t ! What docs 
it h1guity to die? But to be hanged is dreadful in- 
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deed! The Deſtinies, however, have woven for 
me this garment, and it muſt be worn.“ 

With theſe words he vaulted lightly on the ſcaf- 
fold. Here one er two ef his friends came and 
ſhook him by the hand. His poor wife then made 
her appearance; and ſuch a fcene of tendernets 
enſued, as ſingularly affected and overpowered the 
whole multitude that ſurrounded them. She ſtrug- 
gled up the ladder, flung herſelf in his arms, and 
continued motionleſs in that embrace above ten 
minutes. She then looked up in his face, but 
could not utter a word. Three different times did 
ſhe fall in a ſwoan at his feet, and was at laſt car- 
ried away frantic. 

All this time his behaviour was equally recol- 
ected and affectionate. And when the dear partner 
of his foul was tern from his fond embrace for 
ever, Now, (ſays he] all is over! It is not in 
the power of Earth and [Icll to give my heart ſuch 
another ſhock, and the bitterneſs of death is 
paſt 197 

Then wiping his eyes with his handkerchief, he 
beckoned with his hand, as if he meant to ſpeak, 
The mutteriag dhe multitude inſtantly died 
away; and among five or fix thouſand people 
there was hardly a breath to be heard. 

„I would [ faid he} take as little of this world 
with r2e to the next as poilible; and if you will give 
me leave, you ſhall in a very f:w words kuow the 
whole of my mind. 

Many who know both who ham, and what 
L have done to procure the galluws, well be but 

tou 


128 7122494 


too apt, perhaps, from my preſent pitiful condition 
to overlook, as is uſual with the favourites of Fortune 
not only what 1 am not, but alſo what I have never 
been. 

For the moſt part retaining through lik an 
unpollated mind, and piquing myſelf on an ex- 
emplary uprightneſs of intention; qualms, ſuſ- 
picious fears of futurity, and all the hidious train of 
hends that haunt and diſtract the breaſts of the 
guilty, never to this hour gave the leaſt annoyance 
to mine. | 

I give it as the oninion of a dying man, who 
has often and carefully made the experiment, that 
a merry heart, a f:eling heart and an honeſt heart, 
is the marrow and Hul of all found Philoſophy, ot 
all true Religion, of all human Happineſs: and 
certainly. it is the only fpark of witdom that the folly 
of tools, has never yet been avle to drown. There”; 
enow o' plagues in this piaguy world, though a 
man be not a plague to himſelt. 


© For my own part, I never made a buſtle about 
any thing, but always endeavoured to tumble dowa 


through life as eaſy as poſſible. I have always 
found, that to be too buſy there is ſome danger. 
The laborious pity the lounger, and the lounger 
laughs at the laborious. The Scriptuere faith, 
what all find to be true at laſt, It is vain for you to 
rife up early, to fit up late, and te eat the bread of 
{orrow. | ' 

It gives me ſome comfort, that what I hav? 


{aid has fo ſar recovered the good humour of my | 


carers. {am no Methodiſtical whiner ; yet Death 
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ſtares me ſo full in the face, that I would fain mention 
futurity, but tor the wags on each ſide of me, ſome 
ſ-rewing up their mouths in derifion, ſome gaping 
tor a hint to jeſt about and ſome with infinite archne:s 
iuly chuckling at my ſimplicity. Fruſt me, I envy 
not your mirth ; but the ſtrange delirium of treating 
Death as a mere bugbcar, at which children can 
only be alarmed, let me tell you, hath much more 
ot the ſerious than the comic in it. I tee myſelf the 
capiicious Tyrant, indignant at the levity and in- 
di Herence of all mankind, perching already on the 
ears of many a liitle pretty Malter aud Mils, who, 
though there were not a gallows in the world, mu 
yet very ſoon ſubmit to his power. 

I can appeal to all who knew me, it ] was net 
juſt as jolly a fellow as the beſt of you; if I had 
not once as much warmth in my breaſt, as much 
vigour in my nerves, as good blood in my veies, 
and as much Mercury in my brain, though, per- 
haps not fo much moncy in my purſe, as any of 
you all! Shew me the man who ever durſt call me 
either villain, coward, or har with impunity. I can 
ſay with confidence, I never made a lie in my ite ; 
and ſcorn to die wich leſs ſpirit than 1 lived. And 
yet I do aſſure you, from the palpitation ot my 
own heart, the near approaches ot Death, make 
the blitheſt ſad, the proudeſt humble, the witeit 
doubtful, the braveſt timid. We all know how we 
are, but none of us know how we may be. For all 
that, the preſent, abſtracted trom the tuture, would 
rather be a Curie than a bleſhag. Then might we 
exclaim, O Nature! why haſt thou led us this 
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* anmercifal dance !---Agnihilation ? cruel Annik!. 
lation, hence ! Torment as not before the time 

* Mo certainly, if we do well, the farce wi! 
end well; it not, what can we expect but the fate 
we have ſhapen to ourſelves? Yet how many pc, 
lilly, incenſiderate devils are there, who daily ſu 
!ow the hook with the bait, and affect to put on 3 
lool's-cap in the very jaws of Eternity! What a 
pity ſuch blockheads ſhould ever die! The world, 
Lad as it is, is ſurely ghod enough fer them. 

© Then a-propos, you may think it too god 
r me. As circumſtances now are, it matters not 
pin to me what you think; I think otherwiſe my- 
i-it, and that's conſolation ſufficient. Know morz- 
over, that knaves and hypocrites were ever my 
averſion. When, my dear wife and two ianocen; 
babes were at their laſt gaſp, * You ſhall not perith 
* (quoth I) though it ſhould coſt me my neck.“ 
Whar then? It has done fo: But three lives {5 
much more precious to me than my own, is ſut- 
licicat compenſation. 

« Am IT more criminal now than he who every 
where: :f{:Qs to be what he really is not; and fc 
no other reaſon, but that he may the more eaſ1!y 
Pf what is nor bis own? No: Ihave fomethir 7 
about me that wouid never let me ſtoop to be 4 
chem: and I wouid not exchange my preſert con- 
diron for that of thoutands, who are treated by 
every felfith ſcoundrel that approaches them as the 
Right Huavuralle of the earth. The Laws that 
eondernn- me were mee by the Great, and have as 
ather ol jet than to keep the wealth of the wor 
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in their own power, and entail on ethers the besu- 
eft povertv, and the vileſt iobjection. Bur an in- 
nocent death on a gibbet is more eligible than the 
moſt ſumptuous life on a throne, encircled with 
ſycophants and liars, bedaubed with perjury ani 
crimes. They will fay, I was hang d. Whar 
carc [? Many an honeſt fellow has been hanged 
before me. Should they blat my memory with 
the name of villain, I hall only with they may 
never meet another more” deſerving the charitte;, 
[ would recommend my wife and children to their 
m-rCy, but that they have ſhewn me too Intle ty 
exp<t they will ſhew any to them. 

© [tis a naughty world; | found it deceived and 
deceiving, and leave it in the fame humour, I ter: 
another, and à better fate awaiting me in another, 
and a better late of being; and a few hours thai: 
rid me of wretchedreſs for ever. Farewel !” 

May Peace and Felicity (quota I) reit uamo- 
leſted on thy gentle ghoſt, and breathe their ſotteſt 
fragrance for ever around thee! I will ting requiems 
to thy ſoul while I live! I doubt thou haft carrie 
more merit away than there is behind thee. Not 
one of all thy numerous fp:Hators but deferred 
the gallows, perhaps, more than thou didſt. Truſt 
me, the minifters of Heaven who waft thy ipotlei; 
ſpirit to the beſom of Mercy, pay no regard 10 the 
manner of thy exit. Ignaminy is a ſpectre unknown 
in the ſacred abodes of Mortality. It is a putt tnar 
ftiaks in the noſtrils of tac liring, but reaches not 


thoſe of the dead. 
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THE APPOINTMENT; 
A Paraphraſe of an admired French Paſtoral. 


Ar the decline of a fine day, a young Shep- 
herdeſs found, at laſt, means to eſcape the watch- 
tal cye of her mother, and hurried the flow ttep? 
ot her numerous flock towards a thick Grove at ſom: 
Ciſtance from the Hamlet. The hour of appoint- 
ment, notwithſtanding all her care, being elapſed, 
gave her a great deal of anxiety. When ſhe waz 
arrived, Good Heavens! what were not her ſat- 
picions, when often looking in every part of th= 
Grove (he could not find her Thirhs! In her im- 
patience ſhe calls to him in vain for the Echo alone 
made anſwer to the fair one's cnes. Among a 
thouſand crvel ſuſpicions that were occaſioned by 
her anger, ſhe fixed on the moſt cruel of all. 
„ Thirtis! the perfidious Thirſis no longer loves 
me? (the cried.) He cannot, at the fame time, be 
bleſſed with a return of love, and be faithful. A 
$hepherdeſs who doats on him has no charms ir 
his eyes; but he would be fill conftant, if I could 
ceale to love. I was warned of it before I knew 
lum; return a Lover's love, and he will ceaſe to 
love you. Love will laft no longer than its defire 
15 nouriſhed by Hope, it is deſtroyed by Enjoyment. 
ihe ripening Sun had four times tinged our har- 
i *{t butore J would liſten to his prayers; though 
viy heat the whoic tine com aot but approve nf 
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his love. In concealing from him the ardour that 
devoured my foul, what did I not ſuffer? what 
patas have I not endured, to try his love? How 
have I tormemeed myliclt, to conceal the delufive 
hope of loving with falerty---cruel to my Swain, 
but more cruel to myſelt? He never experienced 
but the ſeveteſt rigour trom me, ull one tatal day, 
fatal to the ſecret ot my heart, Thirſis, with too 
much tendernets, expreilted ins flame. How long 
(laid he---1 ſtill remember it] will you be inſenũble 
to the patlion that deftroys me? la ipite of all your 
beauty, are you not afraid of ſeeing me one day, 
lacrinice my love for you to ſome other? Ah! Great 
Cod? It ever I ceale to adore my Phillis, may my 
pipe, my voice, and my verſes ceate to pleale? 
May I be ſeen to murder with my ewn hands the 
little birds that 1 inſtruct? May my nieadous be 
without flowers, and my orchards without truits ? 
May my tender ſheep and my goble bulls be poil- 
oned with the juice vt the moſt envenomed herbs, 
and may I abandon them to the tury ot the wolves ? 
May 1 myſelf be ftill ſubject to your cruely? 1 
{wear by the Gods, or rather by mylel!, that love 
has made you, wy Phillis, the idol of my adorati- 
on, my Supreme Deny? The pathon I bear to you 
will never have an end. Trutt to my love, my 
vaths, your own beauty? I was then convinced 
of his fidelity, by his trouble, his languor, in ſhort, 
by every thing. 1 could no longer reiiſt ſuch 
rowertul attacks---A bewitching contution took a- 
way my ſenſes, and in the agitation ot my ſoul, 
acknowledged my defeat to my pendieus lever. 
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I adore you, ſaid I, and ſhall be too happy, if my 
heart may expect from your's an eternal ardus.. 
Lengage myſelf to you, my dear Thirſis, for cves; 
aud may this lamb be the pledge for my tender 
and perperual attachment? It will grow, and may 
our loves grow with it, that they may be greater 
if poſſible, than at preſent ? Who can expres what 
vas then faid? Are there any oaths remaining 
that we did not mutually make? Whatever is forci- 
ble, or whatever is tender to be inſpired by Love, 
did we repeat over and over in that happy ho 
Traniient Pleaſures, bewitching Moments, be Ic; 
ergaging, or be more laſting ? Scarce had I {ulte;. 
ed my heart to give vent to is deſues, than Night: 
intruded on our ianocent pleaſures. In fpite t 
our inclinations, we were forced to give up their 
charms ; I aroſe to depart---our eyes were f1i!- 4 
with tears, and we could only prunounce, I. 
morrow? Since that happy day, with the utmoſt 
exactneſs has he been before me in this our fulitade; 
bur, alas? to-day I may wait fer him in vain, 
he has no longer any deſire to ſee me. No doubt 
the perhdtuus Wretch is making a merit of my 
griels at ſome Fair One's feet; and to flatter het 
the more, he defpiſes my beauty, and laughs 21 
my credulity. Ye Gods? by whoſe names I was 
robbed of my innocence, deigu to ſend down yur 
y2ngeance on the head of this prefhidious Lover?“ 
She had ſcarce finilhed theſe words, when Thirt's 
appeared: and at the ſiglu of her ſhepherd her ang 
was forgotten, and with an ingenwous, lively, a 
tender air ſhe faid, Ils it for me, Thirlis, (2 
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wait for you? * Shepherdeſs Che returned.] lay 
alide your anger. I was here, at this place of our 
appointment, two hours befere you; you arc ar- 
rived, but oh? what an unexpected misfortune 
have I eſcaped? A wolf, juft before your arrival, 
preſented itſelt to my view, and oh? ye Gods, 
what an alarm? dragged away this cheriſhed Lan, 
this pledge of your love? Heavens? faid I, what 
a fatal omen was this for my love! But, Montiter, 
1 deſpiſe thy fury; and thou alone, without my 
crook or dog, you ſhall ſoon feel what a Loves 
dares do. In thort, I tollowed, and overcame the 
beaſt; and he loft at once his hte and his prey. 1 
was revenged by his death for our diſappointment. 
Could I inflict a ſmeiler punihment on them ho 
had parted us?“ At the end of theſe words, ne 
Shepherdeſs related her tears to him, and the faith- 
fil Thirtis made gentle complaints. Phillis, to 
appeaſe him, made ample atonement for her unjuſt 
luſpicions, by granting him a thouſand and à thou» 
ſind favours. 


—— OO GOO ͥ́ — 


THE PRESENT MOMENT. 
An Oriental Fable 


As I paſſed one day through an obſcvre valley, 
| taw a young man, from whom a beautitul damlel 
was haſtening. She appeared in great diforder, 
and fled with precipitation. I approached the 
Young man, and ac fad to me: I an in the 
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flower of my age, and the garden of love promiſes 
me the moſt delicious fruits. I am rich, and can 
purchaſe the moſt beautiful. gitls ot Circaſſia; bur l 
would freely renounce the moſt beautiful girls of 
Circaſha, the moſt delicate fruits in the garden of 
love, nay even my riches and my youth, could 
but one night enjoy all the charms of Dariſſa, who 
flies from my arms, and diſdains my embraccs.” 
I piticd the folly ot this young man, and purſucd 
my journey. | 
One dav, as I was walking in the gardens of the 
King of Damas, I heard a man very near me ut- 
tering profound ſighs. As I was ſeparated from 
him only by a riſing hillock, I plainly perceived 
him. The hands of the ableſt artiits ot Damas had 
made his habits from the moſt beautiful tiiks ot 
Syria: his countenance was as lorrowtul as his 
habits were rich: his frowning forehead concealed 
his eyes, his look was gloomy and tullen, and a. 
the muſcles of his face were in a contuſed motion, 
He ſaid, ** what doth it avail me to be kindly treated 
by the King, to poſſeſs a tine houſe, and beautiful 
women? How can I enjoy theſe riches and favours 
ſo long as Ali Naſrou, is poſſeſſed of the ſupreme 
authority? I have the carreſſes of the puince ; bur 
Al: Naſrou, bis confidence? I am honoured, and 
he is powerful. Ah? to esjoy his power for the 
{pace ot a lingle moon, 1 would give my riches, my 
rank, and even my life, Yes me lite { I ſhould be 
happy in the loſs of it, could I be but firſt put 17 
the place of Ali- Nafrou !”? 
1 left Damas to ge into Perſia. I arrived on the 
ban“? 
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banks of a river, the bridge croſs which was juſt 
broken down. A man ftood on the border of it : 
wrinkles had begun to appear on his face, and time 
had already whitened his beard. He ran about 
like one difordered in his ſenſes he rolled about 
in the ſand---then ſtood up and faid, ** How un- 
fortunate am I, mot to be able to croſs this river 
and get into the city? I ſhould then finiſh fuch a 
bulineſs as would double my vaſt treaſures ; and to 
me of what uſe are my riches, if | cannot encreaſe, 
them? I would at preſent freely renounce my wives, 
my children, my native country, and the greateſt 
part of the remainder of thoſe days I have te live, 
ty croſs this accurſed river! I left this man, and 
purſued my road to Perſia. 

I traverſed the deſerts of Meſopotamia, where [ 
met a traveller, whoſe proviſions, and water ia 
particular, had beea exhaufted more than two days. 
He ſaid, I would give all I poſſeſs, I would tree- 
ſacriſice my pleaſures, and even a great part of my 
life, to obtain one ſingle wiſh. On! that I were 
but on the banks of a great river, and juſt entering 
therein; I ſhould then ſee the water play over my 
limbs, I ſhould deſcend beneath the ſurface, and 
and ſhould feel myſelf refreſhed by its triendly 
waves. When TI aroſe, I would take large draughts, 
and I ſhould be happier than the great Perſian 
monarch !” I ordered water to be given this poor 
man, and then purſued my journey. 

I traced in my mind what had paſſed: I recollect- 
ed the young man, who deſpaired of the favours of 


Dariſſa? the old man who could not traverſe the river, 
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the courtier of Damas ; and the traveller periſhing 
with thirſt ; I meditated on theſe things as I walked, 
and ſaid ro myſelf : Is it poſſible, that I can ſtop in 
the little valley ofAbila when it is in my power to reach 
the beautiful plains of Surnaar! Can an inclination 
for that valley fo long detain me, as to make my ar- 
rival at Bagdad too late, where the moſt delicious 
fruits of Aſia are to be met with, and where every 
object of my deſires await me! Can I fo long gaze 
on che borders of a lake, as to deſpiſe the proſpect 
of the extended main! What can a momentary 
and tunile object annihilate the nobleſt views of 
futurity, and fetter the human ſoul te the preſent 
moment! Weak mortals! can you facrifice the 
pleaſures of a year to thoſe of a moon! thoſe of a 
moon to others but of a ſingle day, and left to a 
moment. 


STORY ct Lady FANNY BEAUMONT and 
Lord LAYTON. 


A Fatal animoſity, which had ſubſiſted fer more 
than a century between the Families of Beaumon 
and Layton, could not prevent the union of two 
hearts, though derived from anceſtors who ſeem- 
ed to poiſets an herreditary hatred ro each other. 
The gay and pleaſing Lord Layton was captivated 
with the fair and blooming Lady Fanay Beaumont 
and her gentle mind felt no averſion to his Lord- 
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ſhip, although he was deemed an enemy to her 
houſe. Art the time when their acquaintance com- 
menced her father was gone to Nice, for the re- 
covery of his health ; ſhe had no mother living, 
but was left to the care of her eldeſt brother, Lord 
Belville, who felt a perſonal diſguſt, joined to a 
family reſentment, againſt Lord Layton. The 
Lovers could have no hepes of combating his aver- 
Gon, nor could they ſacrifice their affections to his 
diſlike : there remained then no alternatvie tor Lady 
Fanny, but to throw herſelf into the arms of Lord 
Layton, and truſt to her father's parental affection 
for the pardoning an action to which he never 
would have conſented. In ſhort, the Lovers took 
2 trip to Scotland, and returned irrevocably u- 
nited. 

Lord Belville repreſented his ſifter's diſobedience 
in fo ſtrong a light to the Earl of Beaumont, that 
he ſunk beneath the ſhock, lived but to curſe his 
daughter and expired. 

Lady Layton, who, notwithſtanding the raſh 
ſtep ihe had taken, was a dutiful and affectionate 
child, was ſincerely afflicted for having offended 
her father, and lamented his death with ſuch un- 
feigned forrow, that her huſband was obliged to 
exert his utmoſt tender neſs to ſoothe her grief, and 
prevent its becoming tatal to her life. Time's 
lenient hand and Lord Layton's uncealing fondueſs, 
at length triumphed over her affliction, and the be- 
came as happy as a mind endued with ſenſibility cau 
be, when conſcious of having committed an ine- 
parable fault. 
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In lefs than two years after her marriage ſhe be. 
came the mother of a lovely girl; this darling ob- 
ject, at the ſame time · that it afforded her the high. 
eſt delight, brought with it the remembrance of her 
unforgiven offence.----She would often preſs tie 
little Fanny to her heart, bathe her with tears, and 
then exclaim, O may'ſt thou never be ſo unhap- 
py as to incur a Father's curſe!“ 

Four years rolled on, and ſaw Lord and Lady 
Layton the happieſt pair in the gay circle of the 
Beau-monde. What a ſurpriſing length of time 
for ſuch a faſhionable couple to enjoy the delights 
of conjugal affetion ! But fear not, my gay 
Readers; happineſs neither is, was, or ever will be 
permanent, whilſt men have paſſions that controul 
their reaſon. 

It happened about this time that Lord Layton, 
being in company with ſome of his brother Peers, 
was prevailed on to go with them to a Maſquerade 
at Carliſle - Houſe. He ſauntered about for ſome 
time with that indifference which perſons who have 
been uſed to thoſe ſcenes of diſſipation, after their 

novelty is worn off, are generally ſenſible of; and 
was on the point of returning home, when the 
preſſing of the croud occaſioned a Lady to miſs her 
ſtep from a part of the floor that was raiſed, and 
fall directly into his Lordſhip's arms. With the 
utmoſt activity and addreſs he conveyed her out of 
the croud, and ſeated her on the firſt vacent ſopha 
that was near. When he had depoſited his precious 
charge in ſafety, he was ſtruck with admiration at 


tue grace and elegance of her figure, and ſurprized 
at his 
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at his own want of attention, in not having notice 
of it before. The Lady returned him thanks 
for the aſſiſtance he had rendered her in the politeſt 
terms, but with a foreign accent. His Lordſhip 
replied to her in French; and ſome Ladies, who 
were of her party, coming up, he begged he might be 
permitted the honour of joining them for the re- 
mainder of the night. The ſcrvice he had done the 
fair Louiſa, intitled him to the compliance of the 
company with her requeſt ; and tor the firſt mo- 
ment of abſence, for four long years, he felt not 
a with to return to his, till then, beloved Fanny! 
When the party fat down to ſupper, he ha been 
indulged with a ſight of Louiſa's face, which in a 
moment obliterated all the beaut:es he had ever teen ; 
he gazed on her in a ſilent rapture, and looked 8 
peace and happineſs away. Poor, thoughticts 
man? He know not then the miſory which he was 
likely to entail on a deferving and beloved wife, up- 
on himſelf, and on the charming object who was 
the innocent ſource of all their misfortunes ? 

At parting, Lord Layton obtained permiſhon to 
wait upon Louiſa the next day, and returned home 
with ſoch ſenſations as he never had betore experi- 
enced ; for though his mind was exalted with de- 
light and rapture, there was a ſomething like remorſe 
that mingled with them, and prevented their being 
perfect. He bluthed when he met his Fanny at 
breakfaſt, turned away his face when ſhe tenderly 
enquired his health, and was too much in a hurry 
to give her any account of the Maſquerade, as he 
was obhged to dreſs and go out inſtantly. 

11 
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He flew to his appointment with Louiſa, who 
received him with all the chearfulaeſs of unſuſpec- 
ting innocence ; but told him that as her aunt, 
with whom the lived, was in ſo bad a ſtate of 
health as not to be able to ſee company, ſhe mail 
decline the honour of his future viſits. This cir- 
cunſtance rendered the moments precious; he 
took the fair occaſion, and declared he could nat 
live without behol lioy her. The rhetoric of Lovers 
is generally prevailing, and our young French wo- 
man was fo far drawn in by that of Lord Layton, 
as to tell him that the back-daor of her aunt's houſe 
epened into the Park, and that ſhe frequently 
walked there at an early hour in the morning. 

It is not to be doubted but that Lord Layton 
took advantage of this information, and for many 
months their clandeſtine interviews continued un- 
interrupted. | 

We are told in Scripture, that * No man can 
ſerve two maſters at the ſame time; and 1 will be 
bold to ſay, it is as little poſſible for a man to love 
two women at once.----Lord Layton's conduct did 
not coatradit my opinioa---His neglect and indit- 
ference toward the amiable and virtuous Fanny, 
kept pace with his eacrealing fondneſs for the lovely 
and innocent Louiſa. He conſidered he former as 
an obſtacle to his happineſs with the latter; but as 
his mind was nat yet totally abandoned to vice, 
he knew not how to remoye this bar without 
plunging too deep in guilt. 

The Reader has, I ſuppoſe, long ſince diſceyered 
that Louiſa's heart was almoſt as ſuſceptible of Lord 
Layton's 
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Layton's agreeable qualities, as his Lordſhip's was 
of her charms : her being a ftranger in this king- 
dom, joined to the ſecrecy with which the had car- 
ried on her acquaintance with them, prevented her 
from knowing any thing relative to his fatuations 
but what he thought proper to reveal; and ao one 
will ſuppeſe that he had ever mentioned his wife. 
But being now pretty well aſſured of Louiſa's at- 
fections, he flattered himſelt tnat he might prevail 
On her to become a voluntary victim, and facrifice 
her virtue to his vice. At their next interview, 
after the moſt extravagant profeihouns of love, his 
Lordſhip lamented, in the moſt pathetic terms, the 
misfortune of not having a hand as well as a heart 
to beſtow upon the fair Louiſa. The ſurprize 
which ſhe felt at this diſcovery, rendered her 
ſpeechleſs for ſome moments. When the power of 
utterance returned, (he exclaimed, ** Baſeſt of 
men? Have you then, in ſpite of the integrity of 
my heart, and the innocence of my conduct, drawn 
me in to be an accomplice in the worſt of crimes, 
that of defrauding another of their happineſs ? Fly 
from my injured hight this moment, and never let 
me ſee you more! At theſe words the yirtuous 
Louiſa ruſhed from his hold, conveyed herſelf in- 
ſtantly into the garden, and made fait the door a- 
gainſt her infidious Lover, who was, perhaps, as 
much aſtoniſhed as ſhe had been. From that 
moment his Lordſhip in vain eſſayed every art ta 
gain the ſight of his offended Fair; even his letters 
were returned unobened, and all kind of cor- 
reſpondance cut off between them. Oppoſition 
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ſee.ned to encreaſe his paihion : and he determined 
to obtaia the objects of it, even at the hazard of 
every thing that thould have been dear to him. 

The hapleſs Lady Layton, who had ſpent many 
months in ſolitude and ſorrow, though under the 
ſame roof with her Lord, was now to be removed 
entirely from his ſight ; ſhe never had repreached 
his want of tenderneſs, but he could not ſilence the 
upbraiding of his own heart. He had a feat in Weſt - 
moreland, which had not been inhabited by any of 
his family for above a century---Jn this diſmal caſtle 
he commanded his obedient wife immediately to be 
immured: ſhe did not perſume to murmer againſt this 
harth decree, but only entreated that her little Fanny 
might be the compar.ion of her ſolitary hours. This 
was denied her, on accoumt of the unwholeſomeneſs 
of the ſituation ſhe was to be cunfined to. Her 
maternal tenderacſs triumphed over her {elt-love, 
and ſhe reſigned her child to the care of a governeſs, 
without betraying her reſentment of her huſband's 
inkumanity by any other ſigns then ſighs and tears, 

During Lady Layton's melancholy confinement 
ſhe wrote frequently to her Lord, entreating him to 
let her know ia what ſhe had offegded him, pouring 
forth her prayers for his and her daughter's welfare. 
He never deigned to anſwer her epiſtles---his whole 
time and thoughts were takes up in the purſuit of 
Louiſa, who ſtill continued firm to her reſolution, 
and would neither hear from, or ſee him. For aear 
two years there ſ:emed to he no alteration in rhe 
ſituation of this unhappy family. At length, one 
night, as Lady Layton lay upon her ſleepleſs couch, 

about 
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about midnight ſhe heard her chamber door open, 
and ſaw her Lord ſtanding by her bed-hde---ſhe 
ſtarted with ſurprize, and on her firſt emotion would 
have ruſhed into his arms; but he repelled her with 
2 look that froze her to a ſtatue, © Madam, (ſaid 
he) you have much boaſted of your obedience and 
your love, I require a proof of them now--- Your 
life is the great bar to all my happineſs.” © Then 
rid yourſelf and me of miſery, at once ! (exclaimed 
the unhappy Fanoy) Behold my naked boſum ? it 
ſhall! meet the blow, and blefs the hand that gave 
it.” No, Madam, (he replicd) 1 will not be a 
murderer ; but hear me, and obey. Feign yourſelf 
ſick to-morrow ; the ſervants in this houſe are all 
at my command; they will alk no queſtions ; let 
all but the ſervant who attends you, -and in whom I 
can coaſide, believe you dead. la about ten days 
a hearſe will arrive, in which you muſt conſent to 
be placed, and conveyed a few miles from hence. 
A chaiſe will then meet you, with my ſervant in 
it, who will attend you to the Continent, and place 
you in a Convent by another name---- You will there 
have ſociety, and ſpend your days more chearfully 
than here----you muſt there continue to conceal 
yourſelf, and by ſo doing, you will have the ſatis- 
faction of knowing that you have obliged, and 
rendered me happy, which it is not in your power 
to do by any other means. I wait for your reply.” 
With flreaming eyes Lady Layton anſwered, “In 
marrying you, my Lord, I broke the firſt of tics, 
filial obedience !- and all my ſufferings are but due 
puniſhments for ſuch a crime. Though thave failed 
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in my firſt duty, I will fulfil the ſecond---You ſhall 
be happy, if I can make you ſo?” It is enough,” 
he cried ; and inftantly withdrew. 

The almoſt diſtracted Lady Lay ton had no oc- 
caſion to affect ſickneſs; the diforder in her mind 
was ſufficient to inflict it. Hope, the wretch's laſt 
reſource, had now quitted her fad boſom z3 Deſpair 
uſurped its room; and ſhe determined to exceed 
her cruel huſband's commands, by making that a 


reality, which he had only deſired her to feign. The 
means alone were wanting; but as Shakeſpeare 


ſays, O Miſchief! thou art ſvift to enter into the 
thoughts of deſperate men.” She recollected a 
cloſet, in which there hung ſome ruſty armour--. 
ſhe ſought, and found a dagger. Wild with her 
griefs, ſhe would have plunged it inſtantly in her 
fad heart; but on drawing it from the ſheath, ſhe 
found the point fo encruſted with ruſt, that her 
force was not ſufficient to make it penetrate her 
boſom. The delay which was neceflary to make it 
anſwer her purpoſe, afforded her ſome time for re- 
flection: ſhe had been bred religiouſly; and the 
tremendous idea of ruſhing into the preſence of an 
ofF-nded Deity, in the actual commiſſion of a breach 
ot his Laws, deterred her, for ſome time, from at- 
tempeing her life. But the diſtraction of her 
thoughts again returned; ſhe could no longer douby 
that her haſband wiſhe4 her death, in order to be- 
ſtow the name of Wife on ſome deloved object. 
Then what had ſhe to do with life, when no longer 
perniitted to act in the tender and reſpectable ſitua- 
ticas ot Wife or Mother? She conſidered herſelf as 
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a blank in the creation ; and hoped it might not be 
deemed criminal in the Almighty's fight, to rid her- 
ſelf of an exiſtence which was only marked by 
wretchedneſs. 

In this deſponding, miſerable: ſtate ſhe continued 
for ten days, when hearing the fund of a carriage, 
which the had been long diſuſed to, and ſuppoting 
it to be the gloomy vehicle uled only to convey the 
dead to their laſt peaceful manſions, ſhe exclaimed, 
will not be entombed alive!“ Then inatching 
up the dagger, and plunging it deep into her breaſt, 
cried out, This, to puniſh dif--bedience to a tender 
Father; and this to prove obedience to a cruel liuſ- 
band!” At that fatal inſtant her chamber door 
was thrown open, and her lovely little Fanny ſprung 
forward to ruth into her arms. The dagger drop- 
ped from her trembling hand; and the Governefs 
advancing, quickly informed her now expiring 
Lady, that her brother, the Earl of Beaumont, had 
met Lord Layton on his return from Weitmorcland ; 
that they had fought, and her huſband had been 
mortally wounded; but that before he died, he 
had ſent of an expreſs to her, ordering her im- 
mediately to bring the lutle Fanny to plead his par- 
don with her much injured mother, and to releaſe 
her inſtantly from her confinement. 

The unhappy Lady Layton caught up her lovely 
Fanny to her bleeding boſom, deplored the untimely 
fate of her unhappy Lord, funk on her knees to im- 
plore forgiveneſs from offended Heaven for her 
fatal raſhneſs, and expired. 

From this fad Story let the young and thought- 
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leſs learn, that the ſmalleſt deviation from the paths 
of virtue is liable to plunge the ſoul and body is. te 


extremes of vice and miſery; for none can lay is 
themſelves, Thus far and no farther will I go. 


— —__ 


The AMBITIOUS MAN PUNISHED, 


Puarrewon lived in the center of a foreſt, which 
ſeemed deſtined by nature for the aſylum of peace 
and tranquitlity. Corroding care, remorſe, an 
anxiety were ſtrangers to his retirement: Ainbition 
alone flattered herſolf with being one day able to 
Cain admittance. 

Philemon, favoured by the gods, offered them 
pure victims; a lamb or a ſheep conſtantly expreſſed 
his gratitude for their bounties. The ground, 
rendered fertile by his labour, abundantly produced 
every thing neceſſary for his ſupport. He never 
vilited the populous cities, but to exchange his fruits 
for corn to ſow his liitle patrimony. 

When he returned, his cottage appeared more 
jovely than before. Ebony, gold, and ivory, in- 
deed, which adorn the palaces cf the great, did 
not diſplay their ſplendors in the abode of our phi- 
loſopher; his own induſtry had provided his whole 
furriture, which, tho” homely, was abundantly 
ſufficient to anſwer all the occaſions of nature. 

A double incloſer of tufted trees concealed his 
firle manſion from the eyes of the curious traveller. 
A ciear murizuring brook, offered him the conſtant 
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tribute of its ſtreams, which, by torming various 
meanders, rendered this happy retreat doubly de- 
lightful. Philemon ſprinkled his flowers wirh the 
adjacent water, and drank himſelf of the fame ſalu- 
tiferous ſtream; and otren from a hawer, dedicated 
to the conte nplation of aature, ſurvived its wander- 
ing courſe. 

Thus happily lived Phi "RY: fre from the flat - 
tery of deceittul friends, the infirnating careſſes of 
a perſidious miſtreſs, and the artful bebavtaur of 
unfaithful ſervants. His heart was a ſtranger to 
paſſin, nor did he even with for an increaſe of bis 
happineis. But at length his revetence for the 
gods, who had ſo amply reward his devotion, be- 
gan to abate : Immediately he fancicd his life was 
tov ſerene, and began to complain of his deſtiny. 

Diſcontent rendered him a burden to himſelf; 
the barrier ot virtue which config ahne, wiſhes wag 
deſtroyed, and ambition entered that rettch which 
till then, had been impregzaavle. Being in pol- 
T:ſhon of this ſinall abode, ſhe ſummoncd all her 
retiuue of chimerical projects, to attend her at the 
cottuge of Plulemon, who was ſoon too ſeulible of 
their crucl effects. 

The gods, irritated at his conduct, withdrew 
from him their favours ; the thirſtoſ niches inflamed 
him; ambition augmented his delires, and even 
engaged him to beſcech the gods to render propiti- 
ous thoſe projects he had formed himſelf, without 
their approbation. 

Philemon had for ſome time neglected offering 
Acriſices to the gods, but now repuated them with 
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greater fervency than ever: The blood of his choſen 
flocks now ſmoaks upon their altars. 
One day, in the frenzy of his imagination, he 


prayed the gods to change the little brook, which 


glided by his cottage, into a river; and his ſmall 
boat into a ſhip laden with the treaſures of the Indies. 
A clap of thunder immediately ſucceeding his pray- 
er, Philemon concluded that his wiſhes would be 
accompliſhed, and boldly leaped into the little ber. 
Philemon now thought the bappy moment was ar- 
rived ; but, alas! it was but the prelude to his 
misfortunes. And ambition, who had inſpired 
him with theſe chimerical projects, now abander- 
ed him to his owa folly. 

Immediately the brook began to ſwell, the tor- 
rents tumbled from the adjacent mountains, aad, 
mixing their foaming waters, ſwept away the lands 
with their rapid courſe. The boat ſuddenly chang- 
ed into a ſhip, was lifted up by the waters, and 
hurried away with the greateſt violence. Philemoa 
contemplated, with rapture, the large heaps of 
treaſure in his ſhip ; but could not behold, without 
regreat, the deſtruction of his dear cottage, where 
he had lived above twenty years in the greateſt 
tranquillity. 

The ſhip was hurried away, by the foaming tor- 
rent, into the pathleſs ocean. Philemon now began 
to recover from his frenzy, and recollecting that he 
had omitted imploring the gods to conduct his ſhip 
into an harbour of faftey, endeavoured to attone 
for that neglect; but it was now too late: The 
gods who before were his proteciors, were now 
deaf to his crics, Hotter 
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Horror began to invade the breaſt of Philemon; 
the mountainous ſurges of the ocean threatenedideſ- 
traction; a terrible tempeſt aſſaulted the ſhi 2, 
which, ſtriking againſt a rock, ſunk with all ber 
riches. _. 

Philemon, for ſome time, ſupported himſelf 
againſt the boiſterous element, which at laſt threw 
him on a deſert coaſt ; where, after acknowledging 
he was juftly puniſhed for his indiſcreation, he ex- 
pred on the ſhelly beach. 

From this example, we ſhould learn to be con- 
tended with the ſtation in which providence has 
thought proper to place us; and to let all our wiſhes 
be regulated by prudence, left, with Pinlemon, we 
become the viciims of our owa folly. 

Content alone. can all our wrongs redreſs, 

Content, that other name for happineſs. 

Tis equal if our fortunes ſhould augment, 

And ſtretch themſolves to the fame vaſt extent 

Wich our deſires ; or thoſe deſites abate, 


Shrink and coatract themſelves to fit our Rate. 


A True STORY for the USE of YOUNG 
; LADIRS. 


—— - Ah! then, ye Fair, 

Be greatly cautious of your fliding heacts, 

Dare not the infe&ious hgh, the pleaſing look, 

Downcaft and low in meck Subnuſhon dreft, 

Bur full of guile! Let not the tervent tongue 

Prompt to deceive with adulation ſnooth, 

Gain og your purpos d will. Nor in ic 1 
818 
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Where woodbines flaunt, and roſes ſhed a couch, 
While Evening draus her crimſon curtains round, 
Truſt your ſoft moments with betraying Man! 


Hear me! O hear me, ye lovelieſt and deareſt 
of ail that is lovely and dear in nature! Surely you 
maſt be ſenſile, chat ſhort as the preſent is, even 
here felicity is greatly preferable to wretchedn-{;, 
Think where youu are, and where you muſt {in 
be. Do you know that Life is as full of dangers as 
the firmament of ftars? Aſk your ſeniors in years 
and experience, and they will tell how delicate and 
and perilous the ſraſon of youth is. Read Heari- 
etta's Story, and from her fate tremble for your 
own. 

The parents of this young Lady were reſpectable, 
though not wealthy. They loved her much, and 
her attachment and attention to them were the con- 
ſolation of their old age. Nature endowed bet 
well both in body and mind, and her education 
was equal to her other accompliſhments, 

One night at a ball, as otten happens on ſuch 
occaſions the was ſeen by a young Gentleman ot 
Fortune, who at firſt ſight fell violently in love 
with her. His name for the preſent ſhall be Srancly. 
He beheld her at firſt with the eye of ſacred love 
and made honourable propotals. Her heart was 
as young and ſuſcepiible as his: and it was not 
long before ſhe was ſmitten with an equal flawe, 
But his circumſtances were greatly ſuperior to her's, 
His offers for that among other reaſons, were ſut- 
ficiently acceptable both to her and her friends. 

It 
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It was now time, however, to conſult His own. 
With them, he found a diſparity of fortune an in- 
ſuperable obſtacle. Minds that have no happineſs 
but in hoarding, think there can be none without it. 
This mortifying diſappointment he carefully ſecret- 
ed from his Charmer. It was ſoon whiſpered» 
notwithſtanding, among her connections; nor did 
he in the leaſt deny it, the moment an explanatioa 
was demanded. 

The natural conſequence of this affecting diſ- 
covery was, that his viſits were prohibited, while 
the attachment of the Lovers continued inviolable, 
In vain was every method then tried to alienate their 
affections from one another. No conſiderations 
could mitigate their mutual fondneſs, no precau- 
tons keep them aſunder. How ſtrong the reci- 
procal prepoſſeſſions of young hearts! How fatal 
the chains of Love! How capricious the tricks of 
Fortune | 

Henrietta's parents, naturally apprehenſive of 
the conſequence of an intrigue without the leaſt 
probability of marriage, in order to prevent «ll 
further correſpondence with Stanley, ſent her 0 
France, where ſhe lived with a diſtant relation fur 
ſome time. Her lover, however, ſoon found out 
tae place of her retreat; nor was he long in fling - 
ing himſelf at her feet. He told her, they were 
made for each other, united by Heaven, and that 
Hell itſelf ſhould not henceforth part them ; that he 
was willing even now to give her his hard, and 


abide by the conſequence, that for hjs own part 
U 14 
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no ſuſferings could affect him fo much as her ab. 
ſence; that his father would certainly diſinherit 
him, but that he would work for her, beg for her 
rob for her, die for her; that could ſhe bear to 


lire with him without the formality of Matrimony 


he could maintain her handſomely ; and as his 
father could not live long, they could then marry 
at their own convenience. This paſſionate declara- 
tion, fo captivating to female credulity, prevailed ; 
her virtue, which had, probably, been none of the 
ſtrongeſt, gave way; and in a few months they 
returned to London perfectly in the ton, lived to. 
gether according to the faſhion, and ſet up an equi- 
page. The friends of both equally abandoned 
them, only that Stanley's facher, who ſtill lives not 
very diſtant from Watling-ſtreet, and was a man of 
gallantry himſelf in his younger days, did not 
grudge the expence of a miſtreſs to his ſon. 

It is but juſtice to the memory of Stanley to 
obſerve that poſſeſſion did not in the leaft abate his 
tenderneſs; and that there is not a doubt but he 
would have married her according as he promiſed, 
as ſoon as he found it conſiſtent with his future 
proſpects. His preliminary conduct was criminal 
add romantic, but he had a large ſhare of reſolution. 
Providence, however, interfered to blaſt an union 
chat originated in guilt; for the had not cohabited 
above two or three years, when poor Stanley fever- 
ed and died. But O! what a ſcene of cruelty on 
the one hand, and diſtreſs on the other, then enſued! 
Henrietta had one child by him, and at this time 


was big with anocher. Hiz unreleming friends, 
not- 
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notwithſtanding, ſtripped ber of every thing, rade- 
ly paſhed her out of the houſe, and even ſuffered 
her to be perſecuted for his debts. 

In ſuch a condition, and thus citcumſtanced, he 
had not one human being with whom to conſult, 
or into whoſe boſom ſhe could depoſit her com- 
plaints. Modeſt women did not avoid her more 
ſtudiouſly than ſhe avoided all others. And ſince 
the man of her heart was no more, the whole world 
app:ared to her a blank, and all her comforts ſee n- 
ed buried in the grave with him. To what quarter 
could the then look for relicf? “ My dear Boy 
(he would ſay to her fon,) thou art now fatherleſe, 
and without a friend. Thou haſt reafon to bluſh at 
the very name of thy mother. My torrows will 
ſoon end with my life; but what can deliver thee 
from all the infamy and wrelchedueſs which I have 
entailed oa thy head! 

My heart will not ſuffer me to deſcribe minutely 
the misfortunes this poor lady bas ſuſtained, and 
ſtill fuſtains from her own follies and her Lover's re. 
lations. She was brought to-bed of a girl ſhortly 
after Stanley's death, and ſhe regards her children 
with an affection truely and exemplarily maternal 
One would think ſhe had fuifered enough for all 
her miſconduct; for the had certainly periſhe1 
from mere want, or roited in a gaol before this 
time, but that the tenderneſs of her own tather re- 
turned, who, with a generoſty and compaſſion 
that do honour to humanity, inſtantly afforded her 
all the relief and conſolation in his power. 

The two tender infants ſhared as much of his 

| ſympatl.y 
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ympathy and attention, as if they had been legiti. 
mate. The babe on the breaſt he put out to nurſe; 
and ſent the boy into the country with his mother, 
where they live in the greateſt retirement. But ſay, 
ye tender-hearted, how wretched muſt not her 
life be, with opulence exchanged with penury, 
honour for ſhame, and hope for defpair! The 
friends of Stavley reprobate her and her children 
with the moſt favage antipathy; and the law can af- 
ford her no redreſs. Happy if the can find any 
cemfort from Heaven, and her own heart! for 
to her, Life, in all its appearances, is henceforth 
a tree without fruit, and a well without water. 

My fair Siſters, take care of your hearts; admit 
no gueſt there whom you do not perfectly know. 
Who can tell what miſchiefs reſult from raſh at. 
tachments! Above all things, preſerve your inno- 
cence ; it is a treaſure, in poſſeſhon of which you 
can never be poor. Whatever is flattering in our 
ſex, tends to ſeduQtion ; and be affured happineſs 
gever ſucceeds to loft honour. 

From hence, ve Beauties, undeceiv'd, 

Know, one falſe ſtep is ne'er retriev d; 

And be with caution bold : 

Not all that tempts your wand'ring eyes 


And heedleſs hearts is lawful prize, 
Nor all that gliſters gold. 


The ſingular Fortune of CHAJA AIASS; 
A real Hiſtory. 


Cual ATASS was a native of the weſtern Tar- 


tary, and left that country to puth his fortune in 
Indoſtan · 
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Indoſtan. He was deſcended of an ancient and noble 
family, fallen into decay by various and accidental 
revolutions. He, however, had received a good 
education, which was all his parents could beſtow. 
Falling in love with a young woman, as poor as 
himſelf, he married her; but he found it diſſicult 
to provide for her neceſſaries of lite. Reduced to 
the laſt extremity, he turned his thoughts upon 
India, the uſual retource of the needy Tartars of 
the north. He leſt, privately, friends, who either 
would not, or could nut aſliit him, and turned bis 
face to a foreign country. His all conſiſted of one 
forry horſe, and a very ſmall ſum of money, which 
had proceeded from the ſale of his other effect 
Placing his wife upon the horſe, he walked by her 
kde. She happened to be with child, and could 
ill endure the fatigue of ſo great a journey. Their 
ſcanty pittance of money was ſoon expended ; they 
had been ſubſiſted for ſome days upon charity, 
when they arrived at the ſkirts of the Great Solitudes 
which ſeparate Tarrary from the dominions of the 
family of Timer, in India. No houſe was there 
to cover them from the inclemency of the weather; 
no hand to relieve their wants. To return was 
certain miſer v to proceed was apparent deſtructiou. 
They had faſted three days; To complete cheir 
misfortunes, the wife of the Aiaſs was taken in 
labour. She began to reproach her huſband for 
leaving his native country at an unfortunate hour 
for exchanging a quiet, though poor life, for the 
idle proſpect of wealth in a diſtant country. In this 
liſtreſſed ſituation the brought forth a 3 
They 
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theſe deſerts: The ſun declined a-pace. 
feared the approach of night; The place 
the haunt of wild beaſts; and, ſhould they 
ir hunger, they muſt fall by their own, 
in this extremity, having placed his 
found himſelf ſo much exhauſted 
id 
: The mother could not even hold 
on the horſe. A long conteſt began between 
ty aud neceſity: The latter prevailed, and 
to expoſe the child on the high way. 
covered with leaves, was placed under 
the diſconſolate parents proceeded 19 
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When they had advanced about a mile from the 
place, and the eyes of the mother could no longer 
diſtinguiſh the ſolitary tree, under which ſhe had 
left her daughter, ſhe gave way to grief; and, 
throwing herſelf from the horſe on the ground, ex- 
claimed, my child! my child! She endeavoured 
to raiſe herſelf; but ſhe had no ſtrength to return. 
Aiaſs was pierced to the heart. He prevailed upon 
His wife to fit down. He promiſed to bring her 
che infant. He arrived at the place. No ſooner 
had his eyes reached the child, than he was almolt 
ſtruck dead with horror, A black ſnake was coiled 
around it; and Aiaſs believed he beheld him ex- 
tend his fatal jaws to devour the infant. The fa- 
ther ruſhed forward. The ſerpent, alarmed at his 
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yociferation, retired into the hollow tree. He took 
up his daughter unhurt, and returned to the mother. 
He gave her child into her arms; and, as he was 
informing her of the wondertul eſcape of the in- 
fart, ſome travellers appeared, and fon relieved 
them of all their wants, They proceeded gradually, 
and came to Lahore ; where Abkar, the Emperas 
of the Moguls, kept at this time his Court. 

It happened, that Afiph Chan, one of the Em- 
peror's principal Officers, attended then his 
preſence. He was a diſtant relation to Aiaſs, and 
he received him with attention and friendſhip. To 
employ him, he made him his own Secretary. Aiafs 
was ſoon recommended to Aſiph in that ſtation; 
and, by fome accident, his diligence and ability 
attracted the notice of the Emperor, who raiſed lum 
to the command of a thouſand horſe. He became in 
proceſs of time Maſter of the Houſhold ; and his 
genius being ſtill greater then even his good fortune, 
he raiſed himſelf to the office and title of Actimad - 
ul-Dowla, or High- treaſurer of the empire. Thus 
he, who had almoſt periſhed through mere want in 
the deſert, became, ia the ſpace of a few years, the 
firſt ſubject ia India. 


B ——— 


On RETIREMENT. 


—— — Then is the time, 
For thoſe whom wiſdom, and whom nature charm 
To ſteal themſelves from the degenerate —_— 
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And ſoar above this little ſcene of thi 
To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet ; 


To ſooth the throbbing paſſions into 
And woo lone quiet in her ſilent 9 
THOMSON. 


guit ſcenes of hurry and confuſion, I retired lately 
into the country to enjoy a calm retreat, breathe 
the ſalubrious air, and feaſt my eyes with nature 
cloathed in the blooming garmeot of the ſpring, 
Here I often contemplate the wonders of creation 
undiſturbed, and think myſelf happier in ſolitude, 
than the gaudy courtier amidſt the ſplendors, noiſe, 
and hurry of court. 

This is ſafety's habitation : ſilence guards the 
door againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the im- 
pertinences of idle converſation. The ſwarm of 
temptations that beſet us amidf the gaieties of life. 
are baniſhed from theſe ſcenes of retirement: here 
without diſturbance, I can ſurvey my own thoughts 
and ponder the ſecret intentions of my own heart. 
In ſhort, here I can learn the beſt of ſciences, that 
of © knowing myſelf.” 

The other evening I ſtrayed in the fields, and 
pleaſing myſelf with that variety of objects that 
preſented themſelves en every ſide, night overtook 
me, before I was aware. The whole face of the 
ground was ſoon overſpread with ſhades, only 2 
few of the lofty eminences were cloathed with 
ſtreaming ſilver, and the tops of the waving groves 
and ſummits of the mountains were irradiated with 

the 
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the ſmiles of departing day. The clouds, expand- 
ing their purple wings, were tipped with a ray of 
gold, while others repreſented a chain of lotty 
mountains, whoſe craggy ſummits overſhadowed 
the vales below, and along their inacceſſible ſides 
there appeared various pits and romantic Caves. 

A calm of tranquillity and undiſturbed repoſe 
{»read over the whole ſcene. The gentle gales fan- 
dec themſelves aſleep, fo that not a fragle leaf was 
in motion: Eccho herſelf ſlept unmoleſted, and the 
expanded ear could only catch the liquid lapſe of a 
murnuring ſtream. The beaſts departed to their 
gralſy couch, and the village ſwains to their pillows; 
ev:n the fairbfal dug forgot ins poſt, and ſlumbered 
with his maſter. 

Darkneſs was now at its height, and the different 
objects were only rendered viſible by the faint glim- 
merings of che ſtars. This folemn ſcene brought to 
my remembrance the terrors which often invade 
ui notous minds; this, ſaid I to myſelf, is the time 
when the ghoſts are ſuppoſed to make their appear - 
ance, and ſpirits viſit the ſoluary dwellings of the 
dead. But what ſhould: terrify me, when I know I 
am encompaſſed by the hand of my Mater, and that 
in 4 (hurt time I (hall enter a whole world of unbod- 
ied beings. Nor is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
numbers of iavilible beings are, at this ſtant, pat- 
rolling the ſame retreat. and joining with me in con- 
templating the works of the Almighty Creator. 

While I was thus reflecting on the exceſſive 
timidity that poſſeſſes many people's minds, when 
the ſable curtain of the night is drawn, the moon 

X | daried 
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darted her filver rays from the eaſtern part of the 
horizon, and deſpelled the vail from the countenance 
of nature. Every object appeared more delicately 
ſhaded, and arrayed in ſofter charms. This beauti- 
ful r-2ſpet, more various than fancy itſelf can 
paint, brought to my mind that beautiful night · piece 
in Homer : 


As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
Oer heav'n's clear azure, ſpreads her ſacred light; 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 
And not a cloud o'ercalts the ſolemn ſcene, 
Around her throne, the vivid planets roll, 

And ſtars unumber'd gild the glowing pole; 
O' er the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, 
And tip with ſilver ev'ry mountain's head: 
Then ſhine the vales, the rocks in proſpect riſe, 
A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies ; 

The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the ſight, 


Eye the blue vault, aud bleſs the uſeful light. 


My thoughts were recalled from theſe pleaſing 
thoughts, by the noiſe proceeding from the ſteps of 
an ancient inhabitant of a neighbouring cottage ; his 
face, though wrinkled with age, had in it ſomething 
majeltic, and his hoary locks flowed loofely over his 
ſhoulders. He feemed ſurprized at ſeeing me alone 
in the fields, and, when he underſtood that the con- 
tempfation of the ſtupendious works of my Maker 
had alone detained me, he was filled with admir- 
ation :---* Son, ſaid he, 1 have for near fifty years 
been an inhabitant of yonder cottage. My youth 
was indeed ſquandered in purſuing the faſhionable 
amuſements of the age; but finding, on mature, re- 
le c ion, that true pleaſure only conſiſts in treading 

the. 
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the paths of virtue, I abandoned the deceitful 


purſuits of the world, and retired to this ſolitary 
cottage, Where I have continued in peace and 
tranquillity. Here I can contemplate the wonders 
of my Creator, and rejoice in a firm hope of a 
happy eternity. Is it not {ſurpriſing to think that 
mortals can be pleaſed with the ample dimenſions 
of Ranelagh's dome, or the gay illumination of 
Vaux-hall grove, and not be touched with tranſport 
at the ftupendious diſplay of omnipotent (kill ? 
At the auguſt grandeur and ſhining ſtatelineſs of 
the ſirmament? That forms an alcove for ten 
thouſand worlds, and is ornamented with millions cf 
eternal luminaries.---This muſt ſurely betray not 
only a total diſregard ot the great Creator, but the 
mott abject littleneſs of miad, and the utmoſt 
poverty of genias. Fourſcore years have revolved 
inc I firſt breathed the vital air; ſuch a term, to 
unthinking youth, may feem of a prodigious 
length; hours crouded behiid hours exhibit an 
extenſive plan, and flatter us with a long progreſſion 
of pleafures. But how ſhort and ſcanty to one who 
has made the experiment! It was, methinks, but 


yeſterday, that I abandoned the gay, and retired to 


this lonely habitation, and I muſt thortly reſign 
both for the ſleep of death. As ſoon as we are 
born, we draw nearer to our end, and how {mail is 
the interval between the cradle and the tomb? A 
tew minutes paſt, and we plunge into eternity; and 
on this uncunſiderable portion alone depends our 
haal felicity. Deter not therefore, my fon, one 


ungle moment to cullitate a cott ſpondence with 
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the condeſcending Deity, and taſte the pleauſure; 
of divine triendihip. Then ſhall death, whenev«; 
he approaches, be ſtripped of his terrors, and 11.- 
grave become a manſion of trangaillity.--- Hark ' 
the death-bell from yonder tower, laden with 
heavieſt accents, ſaidens the air. It gives noti-: 
to ſurviving mortals, that the laſt enemy has begun 
the chace, and has even now laid one of our neitgi 
bours :1 the duſt. It is therefore high time tor us 
to cultivate good works, and ſow the feeds 01 
virtue, that eternity may yield us a joyful harveſt. 
Farewzl, my ſon, reflect on theſe obſervations of 
mature age, and purſue the pati that leads to tie 
regions of everlaſting felici ty. 


The Powerful Effects of VIRT U OU! 
ADMONITIONS.. 


An EASTERN TALE. 


Arre ND to the voice of inſtruction ye mortals, 
who purſue with avidity the impulſe of glory, and 
fly on the wings of fancy in purſuit of viſionery 
honours : ye who, to gratify che calls of Ambition, 
ipread the earth with deſolation, write on the the 
tabicts of your memory the precepts of the fon c- 
Omran. 

Oa the borders of Wyſſ.aia, within a beantifu: 
valley watered by the Nile, and enamelled by the 


„dal hand of nature, lived Zaferal a youth 
deſcended 
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deſcended from the cali, os of Egyrvt, and from the 
loins of Omrah ; but his virtues allied Him to the 
gods. lis habitation was erected near the four of a 
lofty rock, wh-reby he was ſheitered trom the 
f-orching winds, which, by {wee „ig over the hurn— 


ing ſands of the deſert, {pread deſtruction as they 


pals. From the top of this rock iſſued a gentle 
frream, which filling from the declvity in thin 
beats of Water, avypcarctt like a contiderabl= 
torrent, Part of the water, by its fall down tnis 
lotty precipice, after ſwelling into toam, aroſe in 2 
ref fing dew, adding a delightful cooin-ts to the 
air, ver ſure to the grais, and the molt lovely tiuts to 
— nowers of the valley; thro” the nudit of whien 
e reſt of the ſtream gently glided in picaling 
heres till it joined the queen of rivers. 

Tune gardens of Zefcrah were extended from the 
place of his abode to the baſis of th: 10Ck y precipice, 
The palm and the cedar hcre diſpiayed their 
{preating branches; a thouſand fragtant trees and 
t:rubs imparted their ſpicy odours to the winds 
nile the grape, the ſig, the date, and the pome- 
£:4nate, courted the paſſenger's hand, and offered 
their Llwecets to all who defired to taſte the bounty of 
nature. TZaferali's houſe was a neat aid beaurital 
ſtructure; it was furaithad with elegance, and his 
apartments adurncd with the rich carpets of Perfia: 
it was the relideace of Hoſpitality, and Peace at- 
tended the happy owner to his couch. He taited 
tz ſweets of luxury without being corrapre: d; ar! 
enjayed the bickhngs of Providence, Without lofing 


tur reliſh by the late os ei letivo. Tus! NUTTY 
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entered his door, and went away ſatisfied ; the poor 
and neceſſitous came to his gate, and departed re- 
Joycing. 

Zaferah divided his time between theſe acts of 


benevolence, the worſhip off the Almighty, the 


ſtudy of the ſciences, and the culture of his garden, 
Piety and Wiſdom made their abode in his heart, 
and exerciſe ftrung his nerves with ſtrength. He 
hunted the leopard, the tyger and the lion; but he 
ſuffered the goat to climb the rocks, and the wild 
aſs to range the plains in ſafety; for he made wa 
only. on the enemies of mankind. 

But the wiſdom and virtue of Zaferah were roo 
conſpicuous to be concealed in this ſequeſtered 
valley; they were known among the neighbouring 
nations. His fame ſpread over Egypt, and reached 
even the capital of the great empire of Abyiſinia, 
whole ſceptre was then ſwayed by Abdumal, a 
young and virtuous Prince. He heard with delight 
the praiſes of Zafcrah, and ſent meſſengers, to invite 
him to his court : he off:red him wealth, and 
power, and pleaſure: but Zaferah intimated that 
he was neither deſirous of riches, nor wiſhed to fill 
the envied ſeat of honour ; that he knew no pleaſure 
equal to the congratulations of an upright mind, 
Which it was not in the power of princes to beſtcw. 
This refuſal at once heightened the eſteem Abd i- 
mal had conceived for Zaferah, and animated him 
to renew his ſolicitations; he beſought him to be 
the guardian of his youth, and the protector of his 
kingdoms. Zaferah now heſitated, and at length 
reſol ed to obey the invitation. He dreaded indeed 

the 
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the intrigues of a court, and the artifices of 
the great ; he was afraid of the pleaſures of the 
palace, and diſtruſted his own virtues. But as he 
hoped he was called by heaven to be the diftributor 
of happineſs, he thought it his duty to obey ; and 
mounted his dromedary departed from his beloved 
habitation with few attendants, and, after à long 
journey, reached the capital of Abyſſinia, where he 
was received by the nobles, and conducted to the 
ſplendid palace of the youthful monarch. 

Zaferah proſtrated himſclf before the great Ab- 
dumal, who raiſed him, and received him with great 
complacency and joy ; but ſoon allowed him to re- 
tire to an apartment in the palace, allotted for his 
rehdence. He now converſed with the mighty Em- 
peror of Abyſſinia; his eyes were dazzled by the 
ſplendor of his furniture, and he was beloved by the 
prince. He daily received new aquiſitions of wealth 
and power ; and conferred happineſs en all around 
him; but he ſoon found that jealouſy had poiſoned 
the hearts of all the courtiers, and that thoſe who 
fawned upon him were contriving his deftruction ; 
be was hlled with apprehenſions, and withed him- 
{elf at his lovely retreat on the banks of the Nile. 
He however by his wiſdom diſconcerted their de- 
ligns, and the arrows they levelled at him rebound- 
ed fromthe breaſt-plate of his iategrity, and wound- 
ed thoſe who drew the envious bow. The Emperor 
faw this and was enraged ; but Zaferah taught him 
to mitigate juſtice, by blending her ſtern decrees 
with the lenient dictates of mercy. 

At length Abdumal, ſeized by ſome unknowa 
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diſorder, grew thoughtful and melancholy: to re- 
cover him from this languor, and at the ſame time 
to weaken the influence of Zaferah, they ſtrove to 
rouſe his paſhons, by inſpiring him with a love of 
glory. They pointed out the alluring proſpects of 
conqueſts ; deſcribed the dominions adjoining to his 
own, that might be ealily ſeized, and diſplayed the 


ſtratagems by which he might form pretences to 


ravage, conquer and ſecure the territories of princes 
who had never offended him, and were beloved and 


admired by their ſubjects. They prelſed their 


arguments with zeal and eloquence, till Abduma], 
inflamed by the glory of conqueſt, embraced the 
flattering propoſals ; his eyes {parkled ; and he waz 
ready to un{heath the ſword, and ſpread horror and 
deſolation over the country of an innocent and 
inoffenſive people. 

Zatcral then aroſe, ard, in the midſt of the af- 
ſembly of the nobles, thus addreſſed the powertul 
prince of Abyſſinia: O monarch, whoſe dominion 
* is extended over a grateful and happy people 
* ]ct not thy foul be corrupted by the allurements 
„ of ambition: thy territories are as extenſive a3 
© the power of thy beneſicence. Why ſhouldceit 
thou render thy people miſerable, and unjuſtly 
„ Jcitroy the lands of princes thou haſt long calle.| 
thy friends? If thy melancholy can only be cured 
* by blood, let every morning tome beautiful virgin, 
or ſome brave and amiable youth, periſh to ſatiatz 
* thy thicſt: let theſe thy adviſers be the in- 
** {truments to ſlav and te deſtroy. Kvery mori- 


* ing let them bring an human heart quick froni 
6« the 
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« the ſlaughter, and while warm and quivering 
4 with lite do thou ſuck the purple itrean, and 
* make thy countenance look gloriouſly teriivle, 
« yyith the blood of the innocent; of buings like 
© thyſelf, and for whole preſervation the gods have 
© placed thee on the Aby ſſinian throne.” 

At theſe words the eyes of tlie courtiers flaſhe 1 
with indignation, and they cat oa Zaterah a look 
of contempt. Abdumal thuddercd with hot tor, and 
the whole aſſembly was filear. At length one of the 
nobles, with eavy fparsliag in his eyes, burſt into 
reproaches againſt Zaferali; inveighed with bitter- 
neſs at the barbariau who was capable of giving ſuch 
advice to the great Abdumal ; and attempted to 
prove that ſuch a monſter, more ſavage and mare 
d:ccitful than the crocodile inhabiting the banks cf 
the Nile, was unworthy to breathe the vital arr. 
Abdumal heard him with pleafure ; and Zafenah 
ſeemed devoted to baniſhment cr deftruction ; nor 
were any even diſpolcd to pity his misfortunes. 

But Zafe rah, ſtret ching out his hand, {poke in the 
following manner: 0 Abdumal litten to the 
* dictates ot wiſdom ! The voice of mercy has 
been uttered by my lips, and thou art oſſended. 
** The luſt of conquett, founded on ambition, a cruel 
* 40 wiatiable thirit of blood. But how inconti- 
ſtent is man ! I have mentioned the daily ſacrifice. 
of a lingle victim to this paſlion, and thou art 
{truck with horror; but thine eyes have beame:l 
with joy at the thoughts of a war, in which 
millions of thy jcilow-creatures, and many even 
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of thy brethern, O Abdumal muſt fall the victims 
of that ſavage paſſion. Theſe thy courtiers and 
thy friends, who juſtly appear ſhocked at the 
cruelty of daily bereaving a ſingle father or a 
tender mother of the child of their hopes, propoſe, 
in the gaiety of their hearts, to ſtrip ten thouſand 
parents of their beloved offspring ; to make ten 
thouſand diſconſolate widows, ten thouſand un- 
happy orphans, for thy daily diverſton, and to 
cure thee of thy melancholy. Thoſe who call 
me barbarian for only defiring thee to ftain thy 
lips with blood, would fill thy baths, and perſuade 
thee to ſwim in the vital ſtream, that muſt flow 
from the botoms of thy friends, who now look 
up to thee as their common father, their lord, 
their guardian. They will not indeed die by thy 
hand ; but thou, O Abdumal ! will be the unjuſt 
cauſe af their deſtruction. The nations whom 
thou art thus to treat as thine enemies, now 
revere thy virtues ; but, by ſtratagems too big 
with horror to be repeated, are to be the innocent 
victims ot thy ambition; and their blood, like the 
waters of the Nile in the Egyptian fields, is to 
overflow the land, and fatten it for thy poſſeſſion. 
in thort, they propoſe as a remedy for thy 
languithing ſpirits, the burning of cities, and the 
rape of virgins : the ſword, fire and famine are to 


be ler looſe, and injuttice and cruelty are to ereci 
the trophies of thy glory. O Abdumal Ito what 
a monſter would they transform thee ! What a 
remedy is this for thy melancholy | War is indeed 
tie moſt dreadful fewurge that can a: & mankind. 
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« Tt ought never to be undertaken but when laws of 
& nature and ſelf defence render it neceſſary ; and 
&« then it ought to be carried on with the utmoſt 
« vigour. Thoſe who fall in the defence of their 
© country, and their native rights, reſign their 
& breath on the bed of honour. Victory then juſtly 
« yreaths the laurel crown ; and the ſword ſhould 
© gever be ſheathed, till the ambitious tyrant is 
% humbled in the duft; till the bleſſings of peace 
& are ſecured, and the rights of mankind eſtabliſhed 
% on a baſis, ſolid and durable as that of the ever- 
« laſting mountains. 

This ſpeeh affected Abdumal in the moſt ſenſible 
manner; he bowed his head in token of conviction, 
while an ingenions ſhame was painted on his cheek; 
he embraced Zaterah, and thanked him for having 
delivered him from his miſtaken counſellors, and for 
withdrawing the veil of deluſion they had ſpread o- 
ver his mind. They retired and the wiſe Zafera): 
recovered the Emperor from his languor of mind, 
by engaging him in bufinefs : he rendered his peo- 
ple happy by the wiſclom ot his laws: he viſited the 
different parts of his dominions in perſon ; built ci. 
ties, introduced the arts and made commerce 
flouriſh. In ſhort, by following the advice of Za- 
ferah, which was always agreeable to the dictates of 
reaſon ; his reign was truly glorious ; wealth and 
plenty flouriſhed in his dominions, and ne became 
more rich and powertul than it he had conqured che 
territories of all his neighbours, 
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The SUFFERINGS of an INNOCENT LADY. 


I; we ſeriouſly refle& on the various acts of injuſ- 
tice committed by the deprivity of auman nature, 
we halte .ave reaton to conclude, that none merit 
@ ic erer cenſure than that of parents ſquandering 
away then tubitance, and leaving their children ex- 
poled to beggary and contempt. It is highly un- 
generous tv render any thing, whole fole depen- 
dence is upon us, miſerable by our neglect; but to 
rob thoſe of their birthright, who, but tor us, had 
never exiſted; te reader wretched what owes its 
being to us, in order to gratify ſome darling paſſion 
in ourſelves, is ſuch a monſtrous piece of cruelty, 
that, if daily experience did not demoaſtrate its 
truth, one would hardly belicve any thinking being 
could be guilty of it. Dorimon, by the good man- 
agement and frugality ot his anceſtors was left in 
pe ffeſhon of a very contiderable eſtate. When he 
came of age, he married a young lady of virtue and 
tortune, by whom he had a very numerous „n- 
{»riny ; which certainly ought to have rendered 
dim induſtrious in the improvement of a patrimony, 
which was the (ole dependence of all his children: 
But alas! the immoderate love of pleaſure prevail- 
ed over paternal affe<Hon ; and, iaſtzad of making 


his farnily the principal object of his care, he devot- 


ei his nun to myent new modes of indulging his 
ordinate inclhin tons: . 
This 
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This worſt ef fathers, however, did not long 
enjoy the meaas of rioting 1» voluptuouſneſs; for, 
ina few vurrs. h ſquandered away his whole eftate» 
fell into the exttemeit poverty, and died in priſon. 
Illis wife, who for tome years had languithed under 
the dreadful apprehenſions of want, died of a broken 
heart; and all their children, except one, being 
ſ-1z:d with various deitempers, bore their mother 
company to the ent canters of the grave. 

Artina, a girl about rwelve years of age, was, 
alone left ro theſe miſcrica, death had tecluded from 
her dear relations; an muſt have been obliged to 
have had recoutſe to hubie charity tor a wtetcued 
ſubliſtance, had nut Sabtoa, a lier to Dorimon, in 
order to avoid the thame ot having one of her iamily 
wear the livery ot the pariſh, admitted Ariana into 
her family. For the reader mult not ſuppoſe this 
favour procee'ed from any pity fhe had for the poor 
untortunate creature. 

The treatment, however, ſhe met with was little, 
better than what ſhe would have found in any of 
thoſe places trom which her aunt made fo great a 
meric of preſerving her. 

Nor would the education, allowed her, have 
been ſuſticient to have enabled her to reſiſt the ſhocks 
of fate the atterwards experienced, had not bene- 
volent nature endued her with qualitications, which 
moſt others can only attain by labour and ſtudy. 

She was bleff2d, without the help of precept, 
with an innate piety and refignation to the divine 
will: And, without initruction in the formal rules 
of politeneſs and decorm, {1 had a natural aitubiiry 
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and ſweetneſs of deportment, which could not fail 
of pleaſing. 


Being no ſtranger to the misfortines entailed on 
her by her father's ill conduct, and having bur 
little reaſon to hope ſhe ſhould ever live in the world 
in a manner ſuitable to her birth, ſhe reflected that 
patience and humility, alone, would render her 
eaſy under her preſent and future ſufferings. She 
conſidered, that to be poor was not always to be 
miſerable ;z and, that riches were not conſtantly at- 
tended with happineſs. She therefore juſtly con- 
cluded, that the meaneſt ſtate, with content, was 
cumfortable ; but, without it, the higheſt was wretch- 
ed and miſcrable. 

With regard to her perſon, ſhe was of a ſtature, 
perfectly well ſhaped, and eaty and genteel in all her 
motions. It the was not à perfect beauty, there 
was a great deal of regularity and harmony in her 
features ; which, joined with a very delicate com- 
plexion, fine hair and teeth, and a certain ſweetneſs 
diffuſed through all her air, made her appear ex- 
tremely lovely. 

A young Gentleman, whom I ſhall call Silvius, of 
a large eſtate, and ſine perſon was pleaſed wirh her 
appearance; and, being a frequent viſiter of Sabina, 
he had no difficulty in finding opportunities of enter- 
taining the object of his paſſion. He flattered him- 
ſelf, from his former ſucceſſes with the fair ſex, that 
he ſhould find no great difficulty in conquering the 
the virtue of Ariana. 

This young creature, a ſtranger to artiſice and 
dclign, was pleaſed with the fine things he ſaid to 

her, 
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her, and could not help feeling that pleaſure which 
none, but thoſe who love, are capable of, whenever 
ſhe ſaw or heard him. And, not ſuſpecting he in- 
tended any thing farther, than her prudence, as well 
as inclination, might permit her to encourage, he 
ſoon made a conſiderable progreſs in her affection. 
But one evening, happening to be alone with him, 
he began to take ſome liberties with her, which very 
much alarmed her modeſty, and, puſhing him from 
her, ſhe cried, * How, Silvius, is this treatment 
proper for a woman of virtue? Or could you think 
me worthy of an honourable pathon, if I cauld ſub- 
mit to bear it ?” 

Theſe words, and the looks and geftures with 
which they were accompanied, ſoon made him 
deſiſt, and convinced him, that her virtue would not 
be ſo eaſily ſacrificed as he had imagined. Bur, as 
he pleaded, in excuſe for his boldnefs, the exceſs 
of his paſſion, the, at laſt, conſented to a reconcili- 
ation. 

It would be tidious to deſcribe all the methods and 
artifices he made uſe of to gain his point; it will be 
tuthcient to ſay, that nothing was omitted which a 
perſon long praiſed in the arts of ſeduction could 
invent. Bat, finding all his ſtratagems were of na 
effect, and that he muft either abandon his purſuit, 
or propole an honourable marraige, he determined 
to deceive her by a mock ceremony. 

Accordingly, at his next viſit, he ſolemnly proteſt; 
d he never had a thought, or wiſh, tending to tha 
prejudice of her virtue, all his aim being to make 
her his wife. 
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* am, ſaid he, no ſtranger to the misfortunes of 
your family, nor are they of any contequence to me, 
who, you know, have an eſtate ſufficient to ſupport 
us in more grandeur than is neceſſary tor happineſs : 
But, continued he, I have a mother, who, I grieve 
to ſay, is of a far ditferent way of thinking. All 
the perfections that heaven could beftow on human 
nature, would, to her, be of ro eftimation, if 
wealth and opulence were nul ite This unhap- 
py temper in her has preveni24 me from making 
tile public declarations, I otherwiſe houll have 
ber > 4 ita have done, of mvi vi hble attichmerr 
to vou; as ſhe has been the beſt and molt tende 
parent to me, not witliſtatuling her avarice, and is 
now extremely ancient; [tremble at tne thought of 
ſendipg her to the grave, peit.aps ſooner than 
nature intended, and with the diſſatisfaction ot 
ſe ing me do the only thing the would never forgive. 
Aad. one the other hand, without you, life is but a 
burthen to me, and I could gladly lay it down. A 
private marriage, there tore, is the omy expedient 
cavable of preſerving both my happineſs and the 
quiet of my parent.“ 

This offer of a private marrage Ariana had not 
power to refuſe. She reflected that the ſacred cere- 
mony was not more binding for not making a great 
noi ſe; the private marriages were almoſt as frequent: 
as public ones; that no one could condemn her foi 
ſ-curing to herſelf a fortune fo ſuperior to what ſhe 
chuld expect, and, as it was the greateſt and only 
teſtmony he could give of his hunourable intentions 
it would be unprudent to refuſe accepting of it. 


She 
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dne theretore agreed to be dilpoled of by himin 
th: manner he delired, provided no part of the mar. 
ringe ceremony was omit! He told her, he ſhou!4 
he tuli as careful as herſelt in that particular: that 
he could conhde in the ſecrecy of one friend, who 
ſh 11d therefore pero m the office of father; that 
he would take care to provide à licenſe and ring; 
but, as it was pothle, notwithitanding all their 
caution, that ſome acchlegt night betray the ſecret 
if the ceremony were celehrated in a cherch, te 
detited her to permit it to be perfor cd in ſome 
Privat? room. 

As he knew nothing was more cuſtomary among 
perſons of condition, thai marriages of this nature 
ſhe made no objection, as to the place he zudged 
proper tor the performance. 

Having ſettled this material point, they proceed- 
ed to others relating to her manner of life after mar- 
riage ; and it was reſolved, that inc ſhould quit her 
aunt's houſe on the day the ceremony was perform- 
ed, and retire to lodgings prepared tor her:; but, as 
it would be dangerous for him to cohabit with her, 
he was to paſs for one of her kindred, when he came 
to viſit her; That whenever the went out of frown, 
he was toſupply her with a ſutkciency for defraying 
all expences till his return: That he ſhould write 
conſtantly every week, during his abſence, but with- 
out ſublcribing his real name, to prevent diſcovery, 
providing any of his letters thould miſcarry. 

Theſe preliminarics being ſettled to the ſatisfacti- 
on ot both parties, Silvius prepared a licence, ring 
and every thing elſe neceſſary tor the nupuals the 
next day ; and the enſuing one, early in the morit- 
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ing, Ariana quitted her aunt's, houſe, leaving a ſet- 
ter directed for her, wherein ſhe acknowledging her 
goodneſs in taking care of her for fo many years, 
and begged her pardon for not acquainting her 
with the place of her rctreat, or the motives for 
her departure; adding, that, ſhe had the ſtrongeſt 
reuſons for acting in this manner, and ſhould never 
do any thing that might call a bluſh into the face of 


any of her family. 
Ariana now launched into the wide ocean of the 


world, with a heart perfectly at eaſe, and unap- 
prehenſive of any future ſtorms in her voyage of 
lite. She did not diſcern the rocks and ſands which 
lay between her and that harbour of calm delights, ſo 
enchanting in the proſpect. Nor had ſhe experience 
enough to diſcover the gathering ſtorm, which was 

that inſtant preparing to burſt in fury on her head. 
Silvius, who never intended to perform any thing 
he had promiſed her, got a fellow, who was a dep- 
endant on him, to perſonate a clergyman : and his 
own footman, whom ſhe had never ſeen being dreſſed 
like a country gentleman, acted the part of the 
friend he had mentioned to her, by giving her hand. 
Every thing was conducted in the moſt ſerious 
manner, ſo that it was impoſhble for her to have 
the leaſt ſuſpicion how cruelly ſhe had been betraye1, 
She therefore lived happy, becauſe contented. She 
had never hen accuſtomed to much public diverſion, 
nor was the, indeed, a friend to ſuch noiſy pleaſures. 
Ker aunt had always kept her at home, imployed 
in working ſome curious ornament for her drefe, at 
in che aeceTory affairs of the family; ſa that ſixi g 
in 
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in the manner ſhe was now obliged to do, iu ode 
to keep herſelf concealed, was not at a'l iron to 
her: She had ſome hours, almoſt every day, tie 
company of the man ſhe loved, and knew no var 
of any other. 

But this halcyon ſeaſon laſted but a ſhort time: 
Buſineſs, or ſatiety of the charms he had taken ſa 
much pains to gain, now called him to the country. 
Prepared as ſhe was for it, by the knowledge he 
did not live conſtantly in town, ſhe could nat think 
of parting without agonics inſupportable: He did 
not, indeed, fail to comtort her the beſt he could» 
aſſuring her, he would contrive to make his abſence 
25 ſhort as poſſible; nor did her in2xpericnce of man- 
kind enable her to diſcover, that what he ſaid ro her 
was rather words oft courſe, than flowing from the 
fincere ardors of affection, ſo ſhe had nat that addi- 
tion to her griets. 

Soon after he was gone, ſhe found herſelf with 
child, which before ſhe had been inſenſible of: She 
wrote the news of it to him, in the character of a 
third perſon, as had been agreed between them: and 
received for anſwer, that he would not have her 
under any concern about her pregnancy, fur he 
ſhould not fail to rake a proper care both ot her and 
the infant ſhe ſhould bring into the world; but ex- 
preſſed nothing of that ſatis faction at hearing the 
was about to make him a father, as might have bera 
expected from a huſband, who fo tenderly loved his 
wife, as ſhe had flattered herielf he did her. 

She could not help being a little alarmed at it at 
'firſt, but the conſideration, that the fears of inter- 

cepting 
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cepting might lay ſome reſtraint on him, joined 
to rhe confidence ſhe had both in his love and 
honour, ſoon diſſipated all uneaſy reflections on thut 
Fea, | 

in about four months after he returned to town ; 
but ins preſence, which the imagined would give 
her perfect happincſe, in a great meaſure, deftroy..d 
Wit Inn fin enjoyed in his abtence. While he 
cy u nued in the country, the was every day pica!: 52 
herfe:t that the time of his return ſtill grew more 
near, in induluing the idea of thoſe tehenics, the 
doumed no but nis ce mog would beſtow: But, 
When me faw um, now were all theſe golden hopes 
troftratedd His words, indee-t, were obliging, but 
his looks gave the ſye to bis tongue. His eyes, 
e true intetigences of the heart, no longer ſpark- 
Ic 4 with that imat ent ardor, which was once the 
indication of nis nilfion ; The viti's he made her 
were much ihorter than uſual : He was always fal 
of buſineſs ; always in a hurry; and wen ver the 
mu gned the condition the was in, and ſeemed to 
mona that a child, really born in honour, ſhould, 
ar e fr ft 2 ranct into the world, be looked upon 
as the ring of ſhaine, he only affected to lau zu 
at : Miantic notions, as he called them, aad ſaid, 
le thought ſhe had reaſon to be quite eaſv; for 
when oace the time arrived that he thould aclkaows 
I--!2- her for nis wife, he would be fully recom- 
P<atd. 

All this Ariana knew as well as he, and had often 
reti on as he only comfort under her preſcut 
Iruation ; but then the thooght the remouſtraiice 
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did not ſo well become his mouth, and that the 
dehicacv of his pathon the ald have made him grieve, 
that the could not, at pretent, appear wich all the 
alvantaves of a wife. 

She did not, however, make any complaint on 
this ſcore; and though che had too much reaton to 
ſulpcet a very great decay in his altuction, yet the 
ezly cadcavou: cd, by all the endearments «i; her 
pPUwer, to aue itt) its mer Cnety, Vs WICK gut 
letwn him kiew the perceived any Altration, 

But what ſecret augu ih ſhe end uted, winle acting 
in this manner, It any wo.nen whoſe prudence has 
enavicd her to do the fem, be J. 

As for Silvius, he gave himtelr no trouble to dive 
juto her ſentiments, but contented himielf wich fad. 
wg tne made him no reproaciues. The trath is, he 
was now entirely taken up with a new object ; The 
charms of a Lady in the country hd rendered hun 
utterly torgetful of thoſe he had It. in town, not 
dil his return to Ariana rekindle any of that palhvn 
he had once felt for her. 

He ftayed no longer in London, than ' 
balincts, which brought him up, abſolutely cbhge 
him to do; and, when ne took his leave of Ariana, 
or ſered her not to write to him till he had received 
a letter from him, becauſe, he ſaid, he was going to 
paſs the hunting ſealon, with ſome relations he had 
in a different country, and could not fix any place 
to which her letters might be directed with fat-ty ; 

Tins ſtory, though int zated merely to avoid the 
trouble of her letters. an the pan of dillm lion in 
aniwering them, was bellzvzd as hnered truth by 

Ariana ; 
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Ariana; and, though the regretted the ſuſpenſion ot 
the only pleaſure the could enjoy in his abteace, 
yet the did not, even in thought, murmur at the 
occaſion. 

Many weeks paſſed over, after his departure. 
without any letter from him ; and, as the expiration 
ot ner pregnancy drew near, her anxieties increa(- 
ed: But what conſiderably augmented her diſtreſs, 
the perſons with whom ſhe lodged, having all along 
regarded her as a kept miſtrets, told her, the mutt 
not expect to he in at their houſe : That her being 
there ſo long had occaſioned much talk in the 
herghbourhood, and tarniſhed the reputation ot the: 
houſe. 

How hard was all this to be borne by a woman, 
who was conſcious ſhe had never tranſgrefled the 
rules of virtue, and deteſted more than death being 
Uhe creature they imagined! 

But all ſhe could offer, in her defence, had not 
the leaſt effect on their inexorable hearts. They 
even reproached her in a manner, which would 
bave made any one, leſs ſincere to her promiſe, 
declare the whole truth: But the duty ſhe owed 
Silvius as a huſband, the obligations he had laid her 
under of keeping their marriage an inviolable ſecret. 
and the ſirm belief ſhe had that her innocence would 
one day be cleared, gave her patience to ſuſtain, not 
only this ſhock, but alſo many others which ſhe 
aſterwards met with. 

However, her youth, condition, and the good 
nature and complaiſance ſhe had always behaved 
with ia the family, wrought 20 far upon them at lat 

that 
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that they promiſed to ſpeak to a midwife of theiy 
acquaintance, with whom, they told her, ſhe might 
live, till ſhe was delivered of her burthen, and, it ſhe 
thought proper, for a ſum of money leave it behind 
her, to be diſpoſed of ia ſach a manner, as never to 
be troubleſome to her. 

The firſt part of this offer was too agrerable to 
Ariana, not to be accepted with thanks; but the 
latter ſhocked her foul ro think, there could be wo- 
men in the world capable of ſuch a barharity to their 
children, as to leave them to the mercy of tha 
mercenary creatures. 

She however, did not expreſs any part of her 
ſentiments on that head to them, perceiving they 
were fixed in this opinion, and any thing ſhe could 
urge, in vindication of herſelf, would appear no more 
than the affectation of a virtue ſhe was far from put- 
ting into real practice. 

A bargain, though at a very extravagant rate, be- 
ing made, Ariana removed with an aking heart, to 
her new habutation : Where the fawning behaviour 
of the woman which ſhe miſtook for reil good na- 
ture and compaſſion) rendered her in a little time 
more eaſy. 

As ſhe had now more reaſon than erer to be im- 
patient for a letter from Silvius, as the could not 
write to him before ſhe received it; but no letter ar- 
rived : And the hour of her delivery being come, 
the found berſeli the mother of two fons : Then it 
was the began to think it cruel in him, who alone 
bad the power of comforting her, to kew to little 


Let 


Let any one figure to themſelves the melancholy 
ſue of her condition ;- no huſband, no relation, 
no one friend about her to alleviate that rack of nat- 
ure, in which all the tenderneſs that can be ſhewn, 


and every kind of conſolation that can be given, is 


neceſſerv to render it ſupportable :--- Yet, how light, 
how trifiag, were the ſorrows ſhe now endures, 
to thoſe nich foon, very ſoon atter, ſhe was oblig- 
ed to beat | 

She bad not been confined many days to the 
maternal bed, before her maid, whom the people 
with whorr ſhe had lodega, recommended to her, 
went privately away in the night, taking with her 
all of value that the poor Ariana was miſtreſs of, 
not only her monev, but her watch, tweezer, a 
diamond ſolitair, and ſeveral other trinkets, which 
Silvius in his davs of fondneſs, had beſtowed on her, 
Jeaving her nothing for detrayding the expences of 
the niace the was in, and ſupparing herftelt aud 
children. but a few cloaths. 

I mutt be owned, that this was an heavy loſs, 
but ana did not at firſt feel half ts weight :---She 
conſidered herſelf as married to a man who could, 
an he did not doubt vc ald, repair it amply ; and 
the=tore did not make herſelf very uneaſy about it. 

Bet when: the time, in which women in her con- 
den n{1atly keep their chamber was expired, and 
ihe had received no letter from Silvius, then it was 
he began tn fe-? how truly miſcrable ſhe was ; No 
nurſe provided for her children; no money to defray 
the charges of her lying in: The late cringing be- 
þaviour uf the uudu tf, now turned to fuurreſs, and 
thre: 8 
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threats of putting her out of the houſe. In thig 
terrible ſituation, the ventured to write to Silvias, 
and with great difficulty prevailed on the woman to 
let her ſtay while ſhe might reaſonahly expect an 
anſwer. | 

But no letter coming, the cruel old wretch com- 
pelled her to ſell her cloaths, in order for the pay- 
ment of her money; then turned her out of doors 
with both her children, for no body would take the 
charge of them, without ſecurity that they ſhould 
not became burthenfome to the pariſh. 

Behold her now a wretched wanderer ! No friend 
to reheve her! No habitation in which ſhe might 
ſhelter herſelf and infants from the inclemency of the 
air; To have recourſe to her aunt ſeemed leſs 
promifing ; however, ſhe ventured to write to her, 
acquainting her ſhe was married, tho? not to whom, 
and beſeeching her ro afford her ſome relief, or at 
leaſt not to ſuffer her two iafants to periſh through 
want. 

She had obtained leave to fir in a ſhop, while ſhe 
wrote and ſent this letter; but that inhuman W man 
was ſo far from having any compaſhon on her luf- 
ferings, that ſhe ordered one of her maids to go to 
the place where the boy who carried the letter ſaid 
the was, and tell her, ſhe would have nothing ta 
ſay to her; that if one ſhilling would ſave her and 
her brats from ſtarving, ſhe would ſooner throw it in- 
to the kennel, than beſtow it on her; and that, if ſhe 
dared to come into the neighbourhood, where ſhe 
lived, the would ſend her to the houſe of correction. 

The puor girl was obliged to obey her Lady, in 
42 Acelivering 
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delivering this cruel meſſage, but ſoftened it ag 
much as her capacity, or indeed the meaning of it, 
would bear. 

Though Ariana, was no ſtranger to the ſeverity 
of her aunt's temper, and had armed herſelf againft 
the worſt ſhe had toexpeR, yet ſhe could not hear 
her unnatural reply, without ſwooning away : The 
people of the ſhop had the compaſſion to give her 
a glaſs of water with ſome drops, but, as ſoon as ſhe 
recovered, deſired ſhe ſhould go, as they knew not 
what might happen, and ſhe had two children 
with her. | 

Jabina's maid could not forbear ſhedding tears, to 
ſee a perſon, on whom ſhe had waited, reduced to 
this miſerable condition, and put three ſhillings into 
her hand, which was all the poor girl was then 
miſtreſs of. Poor Ariana thanked her with an 
humility befitting her preſent ſtate, telling her, ſhe 
did not doubt ſhortly to be in a condition of return- 
ing the favour, in a very ample manner. 

She then went to ſeveral houſes which had bills 
for lodgings at their doors, hoping to get ſome 
ſhelter, till ſhe could write again to Silvius ; but the 
jittle family ſhe had in her arms, prevented every 
one from taking her in, and night approaching, ſhe 
was obliged to go to an inn, where even there the 
was denied admittance, till ſhe had conſented to be 
locked, al! night, into her chamber ; fo fearful were 
they of ber going away before they were ſtirring, 
and leaving the children on their hands. 

How dreadfal a night was this to our unhappy 


ſufferer | With what floods of tears did the fair for- 
lor 


jorn hang over her dear infants, and mourn their 
wants more than her own ; While they, inſentible of, 
their misfortunes, fed from their mother's breaſts, 
ſmiled in her face, and ſeemed to chide her griefs 

She was not, however, to loſt and overwhelmed 
as to be incapable of reflection: ſhe remembered 
there was a juit, a mercitul, and an almighty power, 
no ſaw her miſeries aad knew the had not, by any 
act of ſhame, brought them upon herſelt; the there- 
tore did not doubt, but the thould find relief from 
thence. though by what means the could not 
foreſee. 

How great was the conſolation which religion 
now afforded her! Without that aid, ihe had n- 
evitably fallen into deſpair, aud perhaps been guiltY 
ot ſome deed ſhocking to nature; but her piety 
gave her a courage prodigious, amazing, and hardly 
to be paralleled. 

She had alſo the power of conſidering what was 
moſt proper to be done: Money the had none: 
except that poor pittance ſhe received from the 
charity of Sabina's ſervant. Friends the had none ; 
ſhe had been ſo much confined by her aunt, that he 
had acquaintance but with few ; an intimacy with 
none. She was determined that no ſufferings, how 
dreadful ſoever, ſhould make her declare ner mar- 
riage with Silvius. I can but perith with my 
children by want (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) and hte would 
be a misfortune to us, without the affection aud ſup- 
port of him, from whom alone we expect it. A 
lodging ſhe found was impoſſible to be procured ; 
what remedy then remanied? After many why 
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ſome and confuſed thoughts, ſhe found the only 
remedy was to beg; and ſince that moſt be the caſe, 
it ſeemed to her better to get by ſuch means as ſhe 
could, into the country where Silvius dwelt, than 
to ſtay in London without a ſettled habitation. She 
hoped the fight of her diſtreſs would excite the cha- 
rity of the inhabitants of thoſe places, thro* which 
ſhe ſhould paſs, and that, when ſhe arrived near her 
huſband's ſeat ſhe ſhould ſoon be able to find out 
whether he was yet returned from the excurſion he 
had mentioned, and if fo, to fend him an account, 
where the was, and the accidents which had brought 
her thither. | 
_ Accordingly, the next morning early, ſhe left the 
Inn, with her dear load, and ſet out on her weary 
pilgrimage : What adventures betel her in it ſhall 
hereafter be related ; but we muſt now ſee what was 
become of Silvius. | 

That gay unthinking man, now gave himſelf as 
little concern about Ariana, as about any of the 
former victims of his too dangerous allurements : 
A ſerious attachment had ever been the ſubject of his 
ridicule, and his creed, in the affairs of love, the 
following lines of Dryden: 
There's no ſuch thing as conſtancy we call, 
Faith ties not hearts, tis inclination all; 
Some wit deform'd, or beauty much decay'd, 
Firſt conſtancy in love a virtue made: 
From friendſhip they that landmark did remove, 
And falſely plac'd it on the bounds of love. 
A fine young Lady, with a very large fortune, how 
ever, being propoſed to him for marriage, he enher 
was or imagined himſelf, very much in love with 
her: He was at teaſt enough to as that her charins, 

erated 
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eraſed all the impreilion made by thoſe of the unfor- 
tunate Ariana; and, though the brit letters of that 
poor creature had reached tus hands, he happened 
to receive them at a time when he was in a hurry» 
going on tome party ot plcature, with this new wol 
of his affections. 

I muſt, notwithſtanding, do him the juſtice to 
fay, that thole lait, whicn cuataned the hiituy of 
her diſtrets, had not the 800d tortunc to cee aaidl 
tor ſome time, the rcaton Wuctrcot was Us: lle 
was at a great horte race with nis charnier, ict unde; 
and I veral others ot her relauons; and nut being 
altogether tree trum vanity, as they rode very fait 
round the circle, he had tne nustortune to be turuwn 
trom his hot ie, and dragged with one tobt in tue 
{tiirup tor iome dutaucc, core afly CRC cu¹d come 
to his relief. 

By this accident, one of his legs was broke, and 
his body extremely bruticd. As the icat ot his 
miitrels's uncle was much nearer than his dnn, be 
was carried thither, and the moit ikiltul turgeon in 
thole pai is immeauately lent tor. Here he corunncd, 
trom the ume Ariana was turned out cot her lodging, 
Gli the had lain in, and was ailo forced trom the 
houtc of her nudwife: What letters the {cat came 
lite to his buultc, but the tenderizels oft his mothers 
would ſutter none to be ſent to him, chinkzug, if 
they were of no conſcqueuce, it would be im- 
pertinent to trouble him with them, ul; his health 
was better etftabliſhed ; and, it the contents ot any 
of them ihould attect him, his diſorder would by 
that means be incteaſcd. 

Heaven, long à witucis of the wrongs Silvius had 
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deen guilty of thought proper now to take the part 
of betrayed and diſtreſſed innocence. His leg way 
perfectly well, but thoſe inward bruiſes he had 
received, brought on him a decay, which was very 
viſible to himſelf, as well as others; in ſhort, he was 
Judged to be falling into a conſumption, and the 
change he felt in his frame of body, made an ade. 
quate change in his way of thinking. He reflected 
on a thouſand things he had been guilty of, which, 
at the time they were acted, he looked upon only as 
amuſements of youth, but now as the vices of it ; 
and all thoſe wild frolicks, which he once imagined, 
conſtituted the character of an accompliſhed Gentle. 
man, ſcemed now, to him, to form that of an a- 
bandloned libertine. 

As ſoon as he was able to endure his coach, he 
was carried home, where he found all the letters of 
Ariana, which, being wrote in a myſterious manner; 
did not ſufficiently deſcribe her diſtreſs, nor indeed 
was then the worſt part of it arrived: yet they 
ſhewed him enough, to ſtrike him with horror, at 
the baſe deception he had put on her at firſt, and 
his cruel forgetfulneſs and neglect of her afterwards, 

He wrote immediatly one general anſwer to all 
thoſe from her, letting her know the accident that 
had befallen him, conjuring her to be eaſy and faris- 
fed, till ſhe ſaw him; but, in the mear time, incloſ- 
ed a bank bill for an hundred pounds, in order to 
ſatisfy the fooliſh ſcruples of the people where ſhe 
lodged. 

This was directed to the midwife's houſe ; for, in 
her laſt, ſhe had acquainted him with her being 
compelled 
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compelled to retire thither. Bur this letter did not 
arrive, till two days after Ariana was turned out of 
doors; the woman had the impudence to open it 
out of curioſity, believing the ſhould never be 
called in queſtion for it, or ſee Ariana more; but 
when ſhe ſaw the tender expreſhons it abounded 
with, and the bill incloſed, ſhe repented of her 
temerity, and ſealed it up again in the beſt manner 
ſhe could. 

Silvius, in the mean time, grew extremely ill, and 
the phyſicians ſoon perceived he was in a deep con- 
ſumption, and could not flatter his afflicted mothers 
with any hopes of his life. He eaſily judged from 
the countenances of all about him, that he ſhould, 
but a ſmall time longer, be a ſharer in this world, 
The receiving no anſwer trom Ariana to his laſt ler» 
ter greatly added to his diſeaſe ; he concluded ſhe 
was dead,---** perhaps, ſaid he to himſfel*, through 
grief of my unkindaeſs, and the barbarous treatment 
of thoſe mercenary wretches ſhe was thrown a- 
mong. 

At other times, ke would cry out, © Heavens ! 
What a moniter of villainy muſt I appear to the 
world, whenever this black myttery is unravelled ! 
Was it not ſufficient that I by lyes, and all the 
ſtratagems that wicked wit could form, betrayed her 
innocence, and triumphed over a virtue impregnable 
to common arts; but I muſt alſo murder the unfor- 
tunate victims of my wild defires!---'Tis poſſible 
too (added he) the little wretches who owe their 
deing to me!“ 


Horrors unſpeakable attended theſe reflection: 
He 
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He fell into a kind of d ſpair; but, in his calmey 
moments, withed only that ſhe might be living, and 
that Heaven would prolong his lite, till he had made 
reparation for the injurics he had done her, and the 
miſeries the had ſuffered. 

At laſt he reſolutely related to his mother the 


whole affair, ſhewing Ariana's letters, and ex lain» 


ing every paſſage: The old Lady was extremely 
amazed, but far from conderaning the preſent ſenti- 
ments of his heart. The bare acknowledgment of 
his error, however, did not now ſeem ſufficient for 
the penirent Silvius: He difpatched a meſſenger to 
London, the very fame perſon who had performed 
the office of father in giving him her hand; he had 
orders to ſearch for her in all parts, and not return, 
till he had found her; and, in caſe he were ſo for- 
tunate, to bring her down in a coach and fix, with 
her two infants, and proper attendants for a woman 
whom he declared his lawtul wife. 

Wonderful refolution ! But what cannot ſickneſs 
bring about! when the gay ſcenes of life are al 
cloſed up: when all the gay companions of our for- 
mer pleaſures fly our converſe, and Ve are no long- 
er ſocietv for any but the old and grave; when melan- 
choly faces oaly approach the darkned chamber; 
when our ſtrength decays, all our ſpirits languiſh, 
and death knocks at the heart; then it is that the 


idea of our paſt errors riſes in dreadful proſpect be- 


fore the eyes of our imagination, and menaces eter- 

nal miſery. | 
His mind, however was ſomething more compoſ- 
gd after the departure of the meſſenger, but his body 
had 
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had little or no relief from medicine: His mother 
was nconſolable, but did every thing in her powep 
to comfort him; and, as ſhe found the care of Ariana 
and his two ſons chiefly ingroſſed his thoughts, gave 
him continual affurances, that, if ſhe was ſo miſer- 
able as to ſurvive him thoſe perſons, ſo near and dear 
to him, ſhould ſhare all her tenderneſs. 

The fellow, inti uſted on this errand by Silvius, 
went about it with a great deal of alacrity, not only 
as he ſaw his Maſter's peace (perhaps, his life) de- 
pended on the ſacceſs of it, but alſo as he had always 
thought what he had ated, with regard to Ariana, 
was treacherous and baſe. 

Having reached London, he firſt went to the 
midwife's houſe, whom he rated bitterly for her 
cruel uſage to a young Lady, who, he ſaid, might 
eaſily be diſcovered not to be one of thoſe wha 
proſtitute themſelves for hire. She made the beſt 
excuſes ſhe could, delivering into his hands the let · 
ter, with the bill beforemenrianed in it. 

Thence he went to Sabina; but with what a tor- 
rent of abuſe and ſcurrility did he hear the re- 
putation of the poor Ariana overwhelmed by this 
barbarous woman ! and, when he endeavoured to 
put a ſtop to it, by telling her ſhe was his Maſter's 
wife, and that he himſelf had been witneſs of the 
marriage, ſhe either did not, or pretended not to be- 
heve one ſyllable of what he faid, but perſiſted ig 
calling her vagabond, infamous ſtrumpet, and all 
the opprobrious names that malice could invent. 

The man was ſhocked at her brutality, but per- 
eciving there was no intelligence ts be gained from 
Bb that 


that quarter, took his leave though not without tet. 
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lung her his Maſter, if he lived, would reſent the 
treatment ſhe unjuſtly gave his wife. 

Where next to direct his ſearch he was wholly at 
a loſs:---He rambled over this large city and 
fuburbs for ſeveral days, inquiring in every place 
he thought ſhe could poſhbly be in, but could not 
hear the leaſt tiCings-of her. He now began to tear, 
leſt, in that depth of miſery ſhe had been plunged 
into, ſhe ſhould have fallen into defpair, and put an 
end to her own lite, and thoſe ſhe had no longer any 
means of preſerving. 

With a mind filled with theſe dreadful ideas he 
fer out on his return, almoſt dreading to fee his 
Maſter's face, as he was unable to give him any 
intelligence of the objects he ſo greatly wiſhed to i Pei 
behold. is © 

Ariana's ſufferings were, however, not yet arriv- alm 
ed at their period; Heaven thought fit to try her yet bad 
a little farther, in order to render her virtue more *e 
conſpicuous.” While the ſervant of Silvius was 8 
ſearching for her, with honour, peace and plenty in wh 
his hand, ſhe was running throagh dangers, hard- tha 


ſhips, and forrows, which nothing but the ſupreme wa: 


Giver of courage, and her perfect confidence in the 
him, could have enabled her to ſuſtain. and 

Slow was the progreſs ſhe made in her long in 
journey, not being able to travel more than fve or had 


fix miles in a whole day, though it was then ſum- her 
mer, and the ſun ruled three parts of the four and E 
twenty hours. | the 


It would be endleſs to recount the many rebuffs und 
ä ſhe 
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He met with, when craving any aſſiſtance to help 
her on her way, end the. many dichcuſties the touad 
in getting lodging for herſelf and children, even 
though ſhe offered to pay tor it beforehand. Some 
tew, indeed, were friendly to her; and, though, 
perhaps, they might conceive no good opinion of 
the cauſe of her misfortunes, yet the diſtreſs, they 
ſaw her in, excited their charity, and, for their own 
ſakes, made them reheye her wants. 

Alternately ſhe bappened among Savages and 
Chriſtians ; but even the latter, too much influenced 
by appearances, were very ſparing of their bounty 3 
and it would have been utterly impoſſible for hers 
weakened as ſhe was by hard living, and the un- 
menle fatigue ſhe underwent, had not that almighty 
Being, who, when we think him tartheſt from us, 
is often neareſt to us with his aid, fnatched her, now 
almoſt ſinking ſoul from the miſeries into which it 
had fo long been plunged, and graciouſly rewarded 
the virtue t had tried. 

She had not reached quite half-way to the place 
where ſhe wiſhed to be, before ſhe became ſo weak, 
that ſhe rather crept than walked, and ſometimes 
was near falling. Unable to ſupport the weight of 
the two children at once, ſhe would lay one down, 
and carry the other a little farther; then place that 
in the ſame manner, and go back and fetch him the 


had left behind; by this means, though the eaſed : 


her burden, ſhe increaſed her ſteps. 

Either a pebble, or ſome piece of broken glaſs in 
the road, had cut one of her feet; and ſhe fat down 
under a hedge, and pulled off her ſhoe and ſtocking, 


where 


- — 
** — — 


' < * * een * * 
— 128 > - == SE 
— 8 ode Ko IT Coe IS bw,” 
= * : _ P ED 25s 2 


2 — — 
* ** 
* 
1 


= 


* 
. I 
— # 
4 
4 
4 
* * 
. 
»1\ 
. 
4 ! 
ou 
» 
p 
l { : 
ö * 
dr, 
. Wy 
* 
- o 
| * 
* 0 Ln 
- 
i 1 
7 1. 
. U 
: * 
8 
#'\ 
* 
1 
<< * 
. U 
12 
4 
1 4% 


— — 
„ — - 


—— * 
= 
he 


LN ere 
1 o . . = —_ 1. — 
. gov 4 > . 
2 1 8 * 


— 3 


266 PLEASANT 

wo pegs Ron pretty plentiful: 
ly, ſhe waſhed it with tears, and wiped it with a 
handkerchief ſhe took out of a little bag tied to her 
fide, and which contained all the poor neceſſaries 
ſhe had tor herſelf and infants. 

faw her in this employment, till, having dreſſed her 
wound as well as ſhe conld, and given ſuck to both 
the children, ſhe was preparing to proſecute her 
Journey in the ſame faſhion, but was hindered by a 
tootman, who came running haſtily a- croſs the field 
toward her. 

As ſoon as he came near enough to be heard by 
her, Stay, good woman (ſaid he) you ſeem to 
be in an ill condition to travel; my Maſter and 
Lady, who have obſerved you, have ordered you 
ſhould come to their houſe and wke ſome — 
ment. 

She lifted up her hands and exc bs theates, i 
token of acknowledgment, and ſaw (which betore 
ſhe had not done) the back-part of a fine ſeat, which 
had a ſummer-houſe on the garden-wall, and 
directly oppoſite to the place where ſhe had been 
ſitting. 

The man took both the children out of her arms, 
and carried them for her; and ſhe followed, though 
with a very limping pace, through a little gate on 
the farther ſide of the fields, which opened into the 
back-part of the houſe. 

Ariana was then conducted into a parlour, where 
ſat a Gentleman and a Lady, both of a middle age, 
ut who had all the virtues of humanity imprinted Þ as i 

on 
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on their faces. The Lady aſked her ſeveral queſtions: 
As Whence the came? How tar the intended to travel, 
and the reaſon of her being reduced to ſuch a miſer- 
able ficuation? To the two former Ariana anſwered 
with plainneſs and lincerity; but, as to the latter, 
only ſaid, many odd eircumſtances had concurred 
to render her ſo. The Gentleman then ſaid: 1 
ſuppoſe vou have loſt your huſbaad, perhaps, betore 
the birth of theſe children.” © No, Sir, replied the, 
hope he is ſtill liviag, and that the fame gracious 
Power, which has brought me ſo far on my way, 
will, in the end, conduct me to him.” 

As they perceived ſhe ſpoke with ſome agitation, 
and the marks of grief were burſting in her eyes, 
they would not trouble her with any farther quettions 
but ordered the footman to let the houſe-keeper know 
it was their pleaſure this unfortunate ſtranger thould 
have every thing neceſſary for her refreſhment. 

Nothing could be performed with greater punc- 
tuality, than theſe commands ; our fair wanderer 
found herſelt treated with no leis tenderneſs, than 
ſhe could have been, had ſhe been known for what 

Was. 

Bur the hoſpitality of theſe worthy perſons did 
not ſtop here: They would not ſuffer her to think 
of proſecuting her journey in the manner ſhe had 
done; they informed her, that a waggon always paſ- 

by that road to the place the was going to, and 
that ſhe ſhould be put into i:; with her children, and 
money given her to defray the other expences. 

This was joyful news indeed to Ariana, not only 
as it would be ſuch an cafe to her fatigue, but alfa 
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that ſhe would arrive there much ſooner than fhe 
tould propoſe to do by the way the had hitherto 
travelled ; and now all her prayers to Heaven were, 
That the might find Silvius at her arrival. Should 
he happen to have left his ſeat, and gone to London, 
while I have been purſuing him with theſe weary 
ſteps [ ſaid the to herſelf] it would be the extremeſt 
malice of my tate, and all I have ſo long ſuffered be 
but the beginning of my ſorrows.” 

But theſe deſponding thoughts only juſt flaſhed 
upon her and were gone. She would give way to 
nothing which ſhould render her unworthy the care 
of Providence, by diſtruſting it; and, reſolute to be 
always thankful for the good, and to endure with 
patience all the ills it ſhould inflict, brought her 
mind into that happy compoſure, which meaner 
ſouls are incapable of knowing. 

The third day after her arrival at this aſylum was 
that in which the waggon uſually came by: but 
little did the think ſhe was much nearer the accom- 
pliſhment of her wiſhes, than her moſt ſanguine 
hopes could have flattered her with. 

How wonderful, how myſterious are the ways 


of Heaven ! By what unſeen, ungueſſed at means 


are frequently the greateſt events brought about ! 
She roſe early in the morning, to give as little 
trouble to the ſervants as poſſible, and came dewn 
ſtairs. As they were preparing her breakfaſt, and 
ſhe was fitting with one infant is her lap, and the 


other lying near her on a little ſtool, a footman 


came haſtily in, and called the butler, ſaying- 
John, here's your brother at the gate.” The 
| _ fellow 
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fllow ran haſtily, and preſently returned, bringing 
a perſon with him, whoſe face Ariana thought the 
was acquainted with ; but, on viewing him more 
attentively, and hearing him ſpeak, ſhe recollected 
it was no other than him who had ailifted at her 
marriage, and had been paſſed upon her as a country 
Gentleman. 

A thouſand various thoughts at once aſſailed her; 
To ſee before her eyes a perſon who to well knew 
the truth of her engagements with Silvius, and, at 
the ſame time, to fee him in a character fo widely 
different from what ſhe could have expected, raiied 
in her ſuch confuſed emotions as her ſpirits were 
unable to ſuſtain, and ſhe fainted away. 

The ſervants running to her a{bitance made the 
ſtranger turn his eyes that way; but, Good 
God! What was his aſtoniſhment, his joy, when, 
in the face of this fair afflicted, he perceived the 
features of her he had with ſo much pains been 
ſearching after! All the time they were bringing her 
to herſelf, and ſome moments after her recovery, 
he was unable to utter any thing but acclamations of 
tranſport; and ſhe herfſ-lf was the firſt to gain pre- 
ſence of mind to inquire about Silvius. He thea 
gave her a brief detail of the anxiety of his Maſter 
to ſee her, and the impatience the good old Lady ex- 
preſſed to embrace her and her two grand-children 
of the frunleſs inquiries he had made for her all 
over London, and how he was returning, with 3 


heart oppreſſed with grief, when he was ſo forty- 
nate to call here to ſee his brother. 


Though Ariana did net comprehend the whole of 
the 
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the affair, yet ſhe gathered enough by what he ſaid 
to know tnat Heaven had been working great thingy 
in her favour. 

The eclairciſſement, however, of her quality and 
eondition was plain enough to all who heard it ; 
but one of the maids, wha had taken a particular 
fancy to her, was fo tranſported at it, that ſhe could 
not forbear running in to her Lady, and acquainting 
her with what had paſſed. The Lady herſelf waz 
aſtoniſhed at fo extraordinary an event, and, im- 
patient to be confirmed, fent for Ariana, and the 
fervant of Silvius, whoſe Maſter they were perfectly 
acquainted with. | 

After having gratified her curioſity to the utmoſt, 
and hearino the dangerous ſituation of Silvius? health 
ſhe thought no time was to be loft, and therefore 
told Ariana ſhe ſhould have her coach and fix im- 
mediately got ready, which, as the roads were good 
would carry her home that night. 

It would be tedious to recite the congratulations 
of the one part, and the acknowledgments of the 
other. It is eaſy to ſuppoſe they were proper to 
the perſons and occaſion. I ſhall only fay, that the 
Lady would compel Ariana to exchange the habit 
ſhe had on for a rich one of her own. She alſo cau. 
fed the children to be wrapped up in fine mantles , 
and, as ſoon as every thing was ready, thy ſet for. 
ward, attended by the Lady's own woman in the 
coach, and a ſervant on horſeback. 

No ill accident intervening, they arrived about 
the duſk of the evening at the ſeat of Silvius, where 
Ariana had the inſinitive ſatisfaction to find hereſelf 


received 


[ 
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received with the extreme ſt tenderneſs by a mother, 
whoſe character ſhe had formerly been made fo 
much to dread. 

The firſt teſtimony ſhe gave of her geodneſs wag 
to make noble preſents to thoſe who had atten i. 4 
her. She alſo wrote a letter to the Lady, foii' ft 
acknowledgments of the tavours ſhe had conte: rev 
on her danghter-in-law and grand-children, and 
intreating ſhe ould accept of the ſmall token of 
her gratitude ſhe had incloſed in it, which was in- 
deed a diamond ring of conſiderable value. 

Araina's harpineſs would have been now com- 
plete, had Silviu;'s ſtare of bodily health been qual 
to that of his mind ; but, alas! his mortal trame 
was too far exhauſted, and the lamp of life ncar 
being extinguiſhed on her a rival. Great precauti- 
ons were taken, leſt what he moſt deſired thould 
prove fatal to him; they did not, therefore, inform 


| him all at once that ſhe was come, yet, when he 


ſaw her, he fell into faiatings alarming to all pre- 


| fent. 


It would be impoſſible to deſcribe the concern 
which overwhelmed her tender heart, an wv hat a 
mixture of delight and grief ſhe felt at the warks, 
he gave, of an unfeigned affection at ſeeing herſelf 
and children, 

Perceiving within himſelf, however, that his 
date of life was almoſt expired, he ordered his will 
to be made; in which he ſettled five hundred 
pounds a-year, by way of jointure, on his dear 


| wife; fix thouſand pounds as a portion for his 
| zoungslt ſon, with ſome other few legacies ; and 


E © the 
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the bulk of his eſtate on the firſt-born of Ariana. 

His worldly affairs being thus ſettled to his mind, 
he devoted himſelf intircly to a future fate, and 
died in a few days, very compoſod and full of re. 
ſignation. : 

Such a loſs could not but be afflicting to Ariana, 
as well as to his mother; but both theſe excellent 
pertons were too well acquainted with their duty 
not to lubmit to the will ot Heaven; fo that 1 ſhall 
only ſay, that, atter the firſt emotions were over, 
each cnyeavoured to Ccountole the other. 

Ou: Heroine, indeed, gave the trueſt proofs 0: 
ker all<ction, by forming and perſevering in a te- 
flution never o know a ſecond bed, and by th: 
care of his children's education, who promiſe to be 
hereafter ſhining examples, that in an age abounding 
with vice and folly, it is not impoſſible to be wiſe 
and virruous. 

Tho? plung'd in ills, and exercis'd in care, 

Yet never let the noble mind deſpair ; 

For bleſkngs always wait or: virtuous deeds, 

And, tho” a late, a ſure reward ſucceeds. 


THE TWO REQUESTS. 


Woes dp att 
IN the plains of India were burnt up by: 


loog continuance of drought, Hamet and Raſchid, 
two neivhbouring ſhepherds, faint with thirſt, {toc 


at the common boundary of their grounds, wit 
their flocxs and herds panting round them, and, | 
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the hight of diſtreſs, prayed for water. On a ſud- 
den the air was becalmed, and the birds cealed to 
chirp, and the flocks to blcat. They turned ther 
eyes every way, and ſaw a being ot mighty ſtature 
advancing through the valley, whom they knew, 
upon his nearer approach, to be the genius of diſtri- 
bution. In one hand he held the theaves of plenty, 
and in the other the ſahre of deſtruction. The thep- 
herds ſtood trembling, and would have retired be- 
tore him; but he called to them with a voice, 
gentle as the breeze that plays in the evemng a- 
mong the ſpices of Sabaa; Fly not from your 


benetactor, children of the duſt! Il am come to 


offer you gifts, which only your own folly can 
make vain. You here pray for water, and water 
| will beſtow; let me know with how much you 
will be ſatisfied : Speak not raſhly; conſider, that, 
of whatever can be enjoyed by the body, excels 1s 
no leis dangerous than ſcarcity. When you re- 
member the pain of thriſt ; do not forget the danger 
of fuffocation. Now, Hamet, tell me your re- 
queſt.“ 

O Being, kind and beneficent,” ſays Hamet, 
&« let thy eye pardon my confuſion. I intrcat a 
lirle brook, Which, in ſummer, thall never be dry, 
and ia winter nerer overflow.“ It is granted,“ 
rephes the genius; and immediately he opened the 
ground with his ſabre, and a fountain bubbled up 
under their fect, which ſcattered its rills over the 
meadows; the flowers renewed their frag: ance, 
the trees (previ a greener foliage, and the tlocks 
and herds quenched their duut. 
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Then turning to Raſchid, the genius invited him 
Iikewite to offer his petition 1 requeſt, ſavs 
Raſchid, that thou wilt turn the Ganges through 
my grounds, with all his waters, and all their in. 
habitants.” Hamet was ſtruck with the greatneſs 
of his neighbour's ſentiments, and ſecretly repined 
in his heart, that he had not made the fame petiti- 
on before him; when the genius ſpoke. © Rath 
man, be not inſatiable] remember that to thee that 
is nothing, which thou canſt not uſe; and how are 
thy wants greater than the wants of Hamer ?”” Ral- 
chid repeated his detire, and pleaſed himſelf with 
the mean appearance that Hamet would make in 
the preſence of the proprietor of the Ganges. The 
genius them retired towards the river, and the wo 
ſhepherds ſtood waiting the event. And, as Rat- 
chid was looking with contempt upon his nergh- 
bour, on a ſudden was heard the roar of torrents 
and they found, by the mighty ſtream, that the 
mounds of the Ganges were broken. The flood 
rolled forward into the lands of Raſchid, his plan- 
tations were torn up, his flocks overwhelmed, he 
was ſwept away before it, and a crocodile devoured 
ham. 


** 


STORY of VALMORE and JULIA 


V armore was deſcended from an ancient and 
reputable family in Brittany. His father was! 


gallant Officer, who had ſerved his King and Coun- 
try 
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try for the ſpace of thirty years, without receiving 
any other reward tor his vice: tnan a atitingui he 
ed reputation for bravery, and a Captain's counuſ- 
flon---which at the end ut that cra he reiigaed, and 
retired to his native country, and ama putrumuny 
which he inherited, witn à beloved wite, and an 
only child, the unfortunate Hero of he preſent 
Tale. 

When Valmore was abo ten years old his mo- 
ther died; and from that moment no othor object 
ſeemed to exiſt on earth tor Captain Valmore but 
his fon.---To the care of his education he devoted 
his every thought: and when the youtn had reach- 
ed the age of eighteen, the fond father thouglit Ins 
ſon muſt be happy, becautc he was pertectly ſatis- 
fied rhat his principles were noble, and his heart 
good. He procured a commiſhon for him from 
one of his former friends, in tne ſame regiment in 
which he had ſerved, equipped him properly for 
the ſervice, and preſented him with a hundred 
Louis d'ors, which (he ſaid) he had ſaved from 
the poor, who ſhould, from that time, be heirs to 
his ſuperfluties.” 

About a month before young Valmore was order- 
ed to join his regiment, in one of his morning 
walks he happened to ſee à chariot overturned by 
the negligence of the coachman, and heard a fe- 
male voice give a loud ſcream. He flew to offer 
his athſtance, and beheld a moſt beautiful girl, a- 
bout ſixteen, who had fainted from the fright and 
hock the had ſuſtained. He ſoon relcaſed her 
om the carriage, caught her in his arms, and 
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bore her to a bank before the icrvants who attended 
her could cone up. A ew minutes brought her 
to acrielt; and the modeſt contuſion the c ptrefled 
at finding her head leaning on the boſo of a 
ſtranger completed ihe conqueſt which the beauties 
of her form and features, even in the death-like 
ſtate, had already begun. She expreſſed her y1a- 
titude in the moſt elegant terms, and as the had 
recviel 19 injury, <xcept fright, from the acct- 
dent fad, © Sac would accep. of his arm to con- 
vey her home, as the diitance to her tather's houſe 
was not more than a quarter of a mile.” When 
arrived, ſhe preſented him as her Deliveter to th: 
mother, Madame De Forhele, who, upon hearing 
his name, ackamuwie ed an acquaintance with 113 
family, and preſſed him to paſs the day with her 
and the lovely Julia, as Monticur De Forkele was 
then abſunt. 

From that time Valmore appeared both to him- 
ſelf, and to every one who ſav him, a new being; 
an idea of happineſs which he had never before 
conceived animated his whole frime, his eyes 
ſparkled with unuſual luſtre, he ſcarcely touched 
the ground as he walked, and the found of his 
voice ſcemed to vie, for muſical ſprighitlineſs, with 
the morning lark. 

He roſe before the ſan next day in order to re- 
new his iſti, mounted his horſe, and found him- 
ſelf at M »nhieur Forhele's, long before any of the 
family were ftrrng. He rambled about the ad- 
jacent country, impatiently waiting for the riſing 
ol his bright luminary, and had again the happincis 
ct 
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of paſſing the day under her benignant auſpices. 
At this ſecond interview he was introduced to 
Monſieur Forhele, who received hum with civil re- 
ſerve and diſtant courteſy ; but our Hero was by 
no means ſenſible of any peculiar flight from his 
behaviour, as he thought himſelf in every reſpect 
his equal. 

The days now flew away on downy wings with 
Valmore, as noge of them paſſed wrhout ſeeing 
and converling with his adore Jukai, who now 
ſeemed to think with him, thr the hand of Provi- 
dence had guided him ro the {pot where they firſt 
met, and that they of courſe were duftinet for 
each other. Full of this ;1vemle idea. What 
hinders then (fad Valmore, as he woilked with 
Julia in the gardens of Forne'e), what hinders me 
to avow my paſſion to your father, ta imnlore hig 
conſent to our union, tu our heco wing the hanniet 
pair that the bleſt Sun can ſee, cyen ia his annual 
courſe.“ 

Before Julia could ſtart an ohjection to this pro- 
poſal, Monſ. Forhele gave him an opportunity to 
try its effect, by walking towards them with a 
countenance full of reſentment Valmore was ns 
Phyſiognomiſt, he read no face but Julia's. He 
threw himſelf at Fochele's feet, declared the ar- 
dour of his love, and added, that he hoped his 
repetful tenderneſs had inſpired his fir miſtreſs 
with ſuch a predilection in his favour, as to approve 
his paſhon. | 

With the moſt inſulting coidneſs Moni. Forhele 
replied, © Your alliance, Sir, would, doubtleſs, do 
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me infinite honour ; but I am both ſurprized and 
forry that my daughter ſhould have diſpoſed of her 
affections without my conſent, as it is not from her 
choice but mine ſhe mult receive a huſband, and 
you are by no means the perſon I ſhould chuſe. I 
mult therefore deſire you to retire immediately, and 
never more repeat your vilits here.” 

When Valmore returned home, the traces of the 
deepeſt deſpair were viſible in his countenance ; 
his father was immediately alarmed, and tenderly 
enquired the cauſe of his affl:ftion. As ſoon as the 
unhappy youth could give utterance to his grief, he 
exclaimed, © O!] Sir, receive into your boſom the 
ſighs of a wretch who is weary of his exiſtence, 
and who is no longer worthy to live, for having 
wanted confidence in the beſt of fathers! But ! 
will repair my fault, and avow & paſſion which is 
only rendered criminal by concealment, ”” He then 
releated every thing that had paſſed between him and 
Juha, and with ftreaming eyes implored his father 
to ſolicit Monſ. Forhele's conſent to their union. 

The good old Gentleman, though ſoftened by 
his ſon's diftreſs, ſaw the folly of his purtuir, and 
commanded him in the moſt peremptory tone to 


join his regiment immediately. There (ſaid he) 


my beloved Valmore may have opportunities to 
render himteif worthy oi the amiable Julia. Love 
makes Iieroes, and if your miſtreſs deſerves your 
attachmeut, fear not that even a fathers power can rob 
you of her heart; no force can ſubdue a paſſiou 
founded on eſteem. If the can give her affections 
to another, that ought to conſole you for her loſe, 
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by ſhewing her to be unworthy of you,” 

Our young ſoldier's ſpirits were fired by this 
diſcourſe ; he tenderly embraced his father, ſaid he 
was ready to depart that moment, and truſted that 
his future conduct ſhould never deviate from the 
noble ſentiments with which his father's precepts 
and example had inſpired him. 

It was impoſhble, however, that he ſhould ſer out 
without taking leave of Julia. He was forbid the 
Caſtle of Forhele ; but he found means to convey a 
letter to her, filled with the endereſt profeſſions of 
love, and everduring con!tancy. In her reply the 
approved his reſolution ; called Heaven to witneſs, 
that her heart ſhould never be beſtowed on any other 
object, though certain that ſhe never more ſhould 
ſee him, as her father's cruelty muſt quickly end 
her days; and begged he would forget her, though 
her laſt ſigh, the vowed, ſhould breathe the name of 
Valmore. 

This tender billet quickly baniſhed all the ſalutary 
advice he had received from his father; his paſſion 
was augmented by the idea of Julia's ſufferings, 
and to forſake her in ſuch a ſituation appeared diſ- 
honourable. He inſtantly refolved to retcue her 
from her father's tyranny ; and at all events to be- 
come her huſband and protector through life. He 
wrote to her to this effect, imploring her to throw 
herſelf into his arms ; adding, that he had a rich 
uncle at Falaiſe, in Normandy, who would, he was 
certain, receive and cherith them both ; that under 
his protection they would have nothing to fear from 


her family; that there -_ ſhould bg indiſſolubly 
2 ON 


e, 


+ -- 


IB » 4 


> 


— 55) + wits - Wks dF. 


= —_— — a 


——— — 


—— 2 


2 
— - 
* — 


— r 


— 
4 1 


= * P A — * 12 322 * CC 
"Wb ae as, it ane 
IE ; A n | 
* 4 9 N — 2 
— r 


210 PLEASANT 


joined, and that the ſtudy of his whole life ſhould 
be ro render her happy.” 

The moment he had fent of his letter, his heart 
was torn to pieces by the idea of the deceitfulneſs 
of his conduct towards his father, and of the an- 
guiſh he muſt feel when he ſhould diſcover his ſon's 
flight: but paſſion triumphed over filial affection; 
and to avoid the painful ſight of a parent whom he 
loved and honourcd, though he diſobeyed, he took 
leave of him as intending to join his regiment di- 
rectly. Old Valmore was pleaſed at his ſeeming 
imparience to become a ſoldier, repeated his paren- 
tal admonitions, embraced and bleſſed him. 

Our young Adventurer travelled no further than to 
the next village, which was about a league from 
the caſtle of Forhele, and their waited the return of 
his meſſenger with Julia's anſwer, which was to de- 
termine both their fates. Judge of his diſtraction, 
when he read the following words. 

& It is over! You have removed the veil that 
concealed your real ſentiments, and from this 
moment IF tear aſunder the ties that atrached me to 
you. The purity of my own mind made me think 
yours virtugus. In that idea I found an excuſe 
for my weaknets., and gave myſelf up ru the delight- 
ful thought of being beloved by the worthieſt of 
men : this was a c-n{Olation for all my forrows, and 
I ſhout bare cheriſhed it to my lateft hour. But 
you have hanithie this illuhon, and in its room have 
ſhewn me a Wretch, u ho would lad my unſuſpecting 
fondneſs to ſhame and miſetry; that would load me 
with the rcproaches ot my injured parents, and 
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xempt me to diſgrace a reſpectable family, by bring- 
ing infamy on myſelf. This, inhuman as you are, 
is the return you make to tenderneſs like mine!“ 

% Contemprible as you are, I itill pity you; my 
tears at this moment will not be reſtrained ; bur I 
will dry their ſource, by baniſhing your idea from 
my heart. Adieu for ever! 19114 

The inſtant ſtroke of lightning could not have 
had a more ſudden, nor, indeed, a much more tatal 
effe&t upon Valmore, than the peruſal of thete lines. 

The damps of Death bedewed his face, 

He ſighed, he groaned, he fell! 

The good folks ot the cottage where he lodged ran 
to his aſſiſtance, and brought hi.a back to miſcry. 
On the inſtant he wrote to nis voffcaded tair one, in 
the following terms: 

The wretch who has offended Julia does not 
deſerve to live! Nor will he longer endure a being 
which her contempt has rendered odious to him. 
But before he takes his everlaſting leave of all his 
heart holds dear, examine his offence, and try 
if you have not migjudged him, and miſtaken the 
innocent ardour of his paſſion for the arttul plan of 
a Seducer. 

I cannot bear the thought, nor will I attempt 
to excuſe what you tiunk criminal. You have 
with-drawn vour love; my life depended on that 
only. The moment I receive a coalirmation of that 
cruel ſentence, my death ſhall rid you of a being 
that muſt be hateful ro you, and io the grave, at 
leaſt, I ſhall elude your hate. 

Adieu for ever!“ 
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He had no ſooner diſpatched his letter than the 
agitation of mind he had ſuffered began to operate 
upon his body; he was ſeized with a fever, and 
became delirious in a fe- hours. The tender Julia 
was almoſt as much diſtracted as her lover when ſhe 
had read his letter; ſhe feared the violence of his 
reſentment, as her unjuſt ſuſpicions, might tempt 
him to deſtroy himſelf, and willingly would ſhe 
have laid down her life to have ſaved his. 

Her father and mother were at that time on a 
viſit. What hindered her ſeeing him once more, 
granting his pardon, and bidding him farewel for 
ever? No time was to be loſt ; ſhe mounted behind 
his ſervant, and arrived at the cottage where he lay, 
as quick as the horſe's ſpeed could carry her. Val. 
more, as I have already faid, was ſenſeleſs, but 
her loved voice ſoon lured his reaſon back, and the 
ſoft tears ſhe ſhed upon his cheek diſpelled the 
fever's rage; ſhe gave him leave to plead his par- 
don, as ſoon as his health would permit, and gave 
him a key which would open an entrance to her 
father's garden, where he ſhould come at midnight, 
before he ſet out for the army, and receive her laſt 
adieu. 

Need I fay that Julia's preſence, as if by magic» 
reſtored the health aad happineſs of Valmore ? He 
availed himſelf of her permiſſion to fue his pardon 
at her feet on the enſuing night, and many in- 
terviews enſued ; at each of which Julia became leſs 
ſhocked at the idea which had at firſt ſo much alarm- 
ed her prudence. To be ſhort, ſhe at length con- 
ſented to elope, and the Lovers ſet out accordingly 
tor Falaiſe. Val- 


INSTRUCTOR 213 
valmore truely loved his miſtreſs ; his behaviour 
to her, therefore, during their long journey was 
bounded by the moſt reſpectful tenderneſs, which, 
however, could not diſſi pate the forrow ſhe felt, 
from the conſciouſneſs of having acted wrong. The 
moment they arrived at Falaiſe, Valmore left Julia 
at the Inn, and flew to his uncle's houſe. He was 
received with the moſt cordial careſſes by the old 
Gentleman, till the impatient youth declarea the 
occaſion of his viſit, and implored his parental pro- 
tection tor one far dearcr than himſelf. The ſcene 
was quickly changed; inſtead of careſſes, he was 
loaded with reproaches, and bade to fly with his 
infamous companion for ever from his ſight. 

At his return to the Inn, Julia read her fate in 
Valmore's looks ; he was incapable of revealing the 
anguiſh of his mind by words; he threw himſelf 
at her feet, and bathed them with tears, ** I know 
it all (ſaid ſhe ;) we are completely ruined ; we have 
offended Heaven, and deſerve our puniſhment. I 
became a ſharer in your guilt, from the moment I 
camly liſtened to the fatal propoſal that has undene 
us both. But I will not reproach you.” 

The unhappy fugitives paſſed the night in tears, 
without being able to form any plain for their future 
conduct or ſubiſtence; tcwards morning they re- 
tired to their ſeparate chambers, and Valmore's ex- 
hauſted ſpirits were refreſhed by a profound ſlumber. 
It was late when he awoke, and the firſt object 
that ſtruck his ſight, was a letter that had been 
thruſt under the door of his chamber; he took it 
haſtily up, aud read as follows ; 

Re- 
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„ Return thanks to Heaven, my dear Valmore 
for the happy reſolution with which it has inſpired 
me. Thoſe illuſons of felicity with which we flat- 
ered ourſelves are vaniſhed, and in their room the 
moſt horried realities remain for both, if we conti- 
nue together. My flight will prevent your miſery, 
and may in time ſecure my repoſe ; at leaſt I will 
bury my faults and my ſhame together in a Cloyſter. 

| Adieu! 

Strive to forget the unhappy Julia !” 

I will not pretend to deſcribe Valmore's ſituation 
when he had read this fatal billct ; ſuffice it to ſay, 
that it was very little ſhort of diſtraction. He flew 
to all the adjacent Convents, and made fruitleſs en- 
quiries for his Julia; no one could give him ridings 
of her. He queſtioned every human creature he 
met on the highways, if they had ſeen his love; 
and for many months continued his vain purſuit, 
without ever ſleeping under a roof, his countenance 
became ferocious, and his figure ſqualid, fo as to 
inſpire every one who ſaw him with horror. 

After enduring a variety of mifery, and bcing 
totally devoid of the means of ſubliſtence, he en- 
liſted as a common ſoldier, in a regirzent which 
was then going to ſerve in Germany. During the 
campaign he ſought death, even in the cannon's 
mouth, in vain; all that he wiſhed eluded his pur- 
ſuit, and he dragged on a wretched exiſtence in 
deſpight of himſelf. In this deplorable ſtate he 
continued almoſt five years, till at the concluſion 


of the war, the army marched into winter quarters 
at Frankfort. 
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Valmore's deſpair alone could withſtand the joy 
that then univerſally reigned in that great ity , 
he ſhunned the haunts of men, and lived in the 
wild woods alone. He happened in one of his ſe- 
queſtered walks to fee his Colone! drive by with a 
Lady in a chariot, and he paid with ſullenneſs the 
uſual compliment of a ſalute to his commander, 
On the inſtant his eyes ſeemed faſcinated ; the 
form of Julia appeared to his bewildered imagina- 
tion, a thick darkneſs over-ſhadowed his fight, 
and he ſunk ſenſeleſs to the earth. 

The Colonel ordered one of his ſervants to diſ- 
mount, and take care ot Valiaore. When he came 
to himſelf, he cagerly eaquacd who the Lady was 
that he had feen in the chariot; and was informed, 
that ſhe was a Lady of caſy virtue, whom Monſ. 
De Farbanne, his Colonel, was remiurkably fond of. 
He then exclaimed alovd, “It is impoſſible ! Dear 
Shade, forgive the injury wh'ch for a moment my, 
ralh thoughts have done thee !”? 

On his return to Fraaktort, the likeneſs hetween 
Julia and the Lady he had teen, ſtill haunted him, 
and he reſolved to clear his doubts by an interview, 
The next morning he found out her houſe, and 
deſired permiſſion to ſce her; ſhe immediately ſup- 
poſed he brought ſome meſſage from his Colonel 
and permitted his admiſli>a to her preſence. She 
was alone; he gazed on her till all his duubts were 
pailed, and then with ſtreaming eyes aadreſſed her 
thus : ** Ah, Julia! have theſe tears flowed tor thy 
lofs fo long, to find thee thus! Is this the Cloyſter 


in which you wühed to buty the hapleſs errors of 
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216 PLEASANT 
an innocent love? And didft thou leave the chafte, 
the tender arms of the deſpairing Valmore, to 
plunge into the horrors of vice and infamy ?” 

Though the change which ſo many years of mif. 
ery had wrought in Valmore, prevented her know. 
ing him at firſt, his accents and his words quickly 
recalled his former image to her recollection, and 
made her ruſh into his arms, exclaiming aloud, 
„ It is, it is, my Valmore!” Then tearing her- 
ſelf from him, ſhe threw herſelf on a couch, burſt 
Into tears, and turned away her face. Cruel 
Julia! (faid Valmore) wouldſt thou again deprive 
me of thy fight !”” 

Mes [ſhe replied], I wiſh to fly from thee, of 
all mankind, becauſe I am unworthy of thy love, 
and have forfeited every calim to my own eſteem, 
as well as thine ; thy contempt, my own, and that 
of all that know me, is my portion. Yet Heaven is 
my witneſs, that when I quitted thee, I meant ta 
conſecrate my heart to God, and in a Convent ex- 
piate the crime of having diſobeyed my parents, 
for that thou knoweſt was then the only guilt my 
Soul was conſcious of. 

In yain did I repeatedly implore admittance at 
different Monaſteries ; my dreſs, my beauty, were 
objections to my being received into any. I had no 
means of aſſuriag them that my penſion would be 
paid; and they ſeemed to conſider me as a wretch 
ho had been ſeduced from virtue who might poſſibly 
ca about me the effect of my ſuppoſed crime, and 
digrace t. ir community. In conſequence of theſe 
reiterated diſappointments, I returned to the lan, 
where 
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where I had left you ; but you had fled from thence 

like an arrow in the air, and left no trace behind. 
Diſtracted with my grief, and not knowing 
whither to direct my ſteps, I wandered on reſolving 
to lye down and die, when my poar feeble limbs 
could not convey me farther.---That hour ap- 
proached, I breathed a prayer for you, and ſat me 
down beſide a little brook, hoping each ſigh I drew 
would be my laſt. A chaiſe came driving on. I 
had not ſtrength to move out of the way, though 
called to by the poſtillions. The horſes {topped to 
water. A Lady who was in the carnage gazed up. 
on me, and became intereſted by my appearance; 
ſhe ſpoke to me with kindneſs. I anſwered not but 
with my tears, She alighted and took me by the 
hand, bid me be of comfort, and preſſed me to accept 
a ſeat in her carriage to the next Inn, where the 
would endeaveur by any means 1a her power to be 

ſerviceable to me. 

© The voice of pity ſoothed my breaking heart, 
and as well as I was able I expreflied my gratitude, 
and accepted her offer. To be ſhort, I acquainted 
her with my diſtreſsful ſtory, concealing o y my 
name and family. She conveyed me to her houſe 
at Rouen, and treated me like a ſiſter. Bur judge 
of my diſtreſs, Valmore, when I diſcovered that my 
| amiable Benefactreſs, though ſhe poſſeſſed all others, 
was deficient in the moſt material of all female vir- 
tues! A thouſand times did I reſolve to quit her; 
but the charms of her converſation, the gentleneſs 
of her manners, and, above all, her generoſity and 
| kindneſs to me, prevented me, Vicz is contagious; 
Ee ſpare 
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an innocent love? And didft thou leave the chafte, 
the tender arms of the deſpairing Valmore, to 
plunge into the horrors of vice and infamy ?” 

Though the change which ſo many years of mif. 
ery had wrought in Valmore, prevented her know. 
ing him at firſt, his accents and his words quickly 
recalled his former image to her recollection, and 
made her ruſh into his arms, exclaiming aloud, 
„It is, it is, my Valmore!” Then tearing her- 
ſelf from him, ſhe threw herſelf on a couch, burſt 
into tears, and turned away her face. Cruel 
Julia! (faid Valmore) wouldſt thou again deprive 
me of thy ſight !”? 

Ves [ ſhe replied], I wiſh to fly from thee, of 
all mankind, becauſe I am unworthy of thy love, 
and have forfeited every calim to my own eſteem, 


as well as thine ; thy contempt, my own, and that 


of all that know me, is my portion. Vet Heaven is 
my witneſs, that when I quitted thee, I meant ta 
conſecrate my heart to God, and in a Convent ex- 
piate the crime of having diſobeyed my parents, 
for that thou knoweſt was then the only guilt my 
Soul was conſcious of. 

In vain did I repeatedly implore admittance at 
different Monafteries ; my dreſs, my beauty, were 
objections to my being received into any. I had no 
means of aſſuriag them that my penſion would be 
paid; and they ſeemed to conſider me as a wretch 
who had been ſeduced from virtue who might poſſibly 
car about me the effect of my ſuppoſed crime, and 
digrace t. ir community. In conſequence of theſe 


reiterated diſappointments, I returned to the lan, 
where 
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where I had left you; but you had fled from thence 
like an arrow in the air, and left no trace behind. 
Diſtracted with my grief, and not knowing 
whither to direct my ſteps, I wandered on reſolving 
to lye down and die, when my poar feeble limbs 
could not convey me tarther.---That hour ap- 
proached, I breathed a prayer for you, and ſat me 
down beſide a little brook, hoping each ſigh I drew 
would be my laſt. A chaiſe came driving on. I 
had not ſtrength to move out of the way, though 
called to by the poſtillions. The horſes {topped to 
water. A Lady who was in the carriage gazed up. 
on me, and became intereſted by my appearance; 
ſhe ſpoke to me with kindneſs. I anſwered not but 
with my tears, She alighted and took me by the 
hand, bid me be of comfort, and preſſed me to accept 
a ſeat in her carriage to the next Inn, where the 
would endeaveur by any means in her power to be 
ſerviceable to me. 
© The voice of pity ſoothed my breaking heart, 
and as well as I was able I expreflied my gratitude, 
and accepted her offer. To be ſhort, I acquainted 
her with my diſtreſsful ſtory, concealing o y my 
name and family. She conveyed me to her houſe 
at Rouen, and treated me like a ſiſter. But judge 
of my diſtreſs, Valmore, when I diſcovered that my 
amiable Benefactreſs, though ſhe poſſeſſed all others, 
was deficient in the moſt material of all female vir- 
tues! A thouſand times did I reſolve to quit her; 
but the charms of her converſation, the gentleneſs 
of her manners, and, above all, her generoſity and 
kindneſs to me, prevented me. Vicæ is contagious; 
Ee ſpare 
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{pare my confuſion, Valmore, and gueſs the reſt.” 


« If you have virtue enough left (ſaid Valmore) 


to bluſt at your unhappy ſituation, you ſurely will con. 
ſent to quit it. Fly, my adoriable Julia ! fly from 
the paths of Vice] Renounce theſe gilded trappings, 
theſe marks of infamy ; repent in humble poverty, 
ftrive to atone thy crimes by patient ſuffering, and 
in thy faithful Lover's arms regain thy virtue.” 
« Heaven (faid Julia) is witneſs of my ſincere repen. 
tance ; but whither ſhall we fly?“ 

As ſhe pronounced theſe words, Colonel Farbanne 
entered. He ſtood amazed at ſeeing Valmore, and 
obſerving that they were both diſſolved in tears, 
Then turning to him ſaid, * What doſt thou here! 
Begone, this inſtant! © Do you begone ! (ſaid 
Valmore) Vice 1s forbidden now to <nter here.” 
What means this infolence ?”” replied the Colonel, 
and raiſed his cane to ſtrike at Valmore, who at that 
moment drew his ſword, ſaying, © The very garb 
he wore, forbade his receiving the indignity be 
had offered, and bid him ir ſtantly defend himſelf.” 
The Colonel drew, and ia a moment Valmore's too 
furious arm directed his weapon's point to bis 
antagoniſt's heart, who fell Cead on the inſtant. 

Valmcre was quickly ſeized, torn from his Julia'; 
arms, who begged ro accompany him, and thrown 
into a dungeon. A Court Martial was immediately 
called, and he was ſentenced to be ſhot on the neu 
day. He received his ſentence with firmneſs. The 
hope he felt of having recalled his beloved Julia to 
the paths of Virtue fat ſmiling at his heart. HK: 
marched to execution between two ranks of his for- 
due 
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mer fellow-ſoldiers with a manly ſtep, and an ele; 
vated. air. His eyes alone were dry. 

As he approached the fatal ſpot, he heard a tumul- 
tous found. He turned his head, and ſaw a wo- 
man pale and diſhevelled, ruſhing through the croud; 
he hard his name pronounced by a ſoft dying voice, 
and at that inſtant Julia caught him in her arms 
Exhauſted, trembling, iighing, {he expired, and 
ſunk upon the earth never to riſe again. The 
now - diſtracted Valmore could not ſupport her 
in his eager arms, for they were pintoned ; he 
threw himſelf upon the ground beſide her, and fell 
into ſtrong convutlions. Inſenſibility ſucceeded 
theſe emotions; he was remanded back to priſon, 
and ere the next day's dawn, his ſpirit was releaſed 
irom his poor ſuffering clay, and tree to teek the 
kindred foul of Julia. 


ON THE NECESSITY OF IMPROVING E- 
VERY MOMENT OF OUR TIME. 


—— Life can little more ſupply, | 
Than juſt to look about us, and to die. POPE. 


How quick are the advances of time! The day 
is gone, almoſt as ſoon as dawned ? The ſilent mo- 
ments flip away inſenſibly? No thief ſteals more 
unperceived from the pillaged houſe. Wherever 
we are, however employed, time purſues his in- 
ceſſant courſe. Though we are liſtleſs and dilatory, 
the great meaſurer oi our days preſſes on, till 

preſſes 
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preſſes on, in his unwearied career, and whirls our 
weeks, and months, and years away. Is it not 
then, ſurprizingly ſtrange to hear people complain 
of the tediouſneſs of their tine, and how heavy it 
hangs upon their hands? To ſee them contriving a 
variety of amuſing artifices to accelerate its flight, 
and get rid of its burden? Why, thoughaleſs mor- 
tals? need you urge the headlong torrent? Your 
days are ſwifter than a poſt, which, carrying diſ- 
patches ot the utmoſt importance, wich uaremitted 
ſpeed fcours the road. They pals away like the 
nimble ſhips, which have wind in tneit wings, arid 
ſkim along the watery plain. They hatten to their 
deſtined period with the rapidity of an eagle, which 
leaves the ſtormy blaſt behind her, while ihe cleaves 
the air, and darts upon her Prey. 

And, when it is gone, how ſhort it appears 
When the fond eye beheld it in perſpective, it 
ſeemed an extcnfive plan; but, on a retroſpective 
view, how wordertully is the ſcene altered? The 
landſchape, large and ſpacious which a warm fancy 
drew, yrought to the teſt of cool experience, 
firinks into a ſpan; juſt as the ſhores vaniſh, and 
mountains dwindle to a ſpot, when the ſailor, ſur- 
rounded by ſkics and ocean, throws his laſt look 
on his native land. 

Shall we, then, be induſtrious to ſhorten what 
is no longer than a ſpaa, or to quicken the pace 
of what 1s ev:r on the wing? Shall we ſquander 
away what is unutte: a ly important, while it laſts ; 
and when once deparrcd, is alogerher irrecover- 
able? Forbear the folly, forocat the defperate ex- 

travagance 
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travagance. Shall we chide as a loiterer, the arrow 
that bouadeth from the ftring ; or 1wzep away dia- 
moa'!z, as the refuſe of our houſes ? How parſimoni- 
ous thould we be of our days; how carefully huſband 
our precious hours! They go indiſſolubly connec- 
ted with happineſs, or mifery. Improved, they 
are a ſure pledge ot everlattiag glory; waſted, they 
are a {ad preface to never ending contution and an- 
guiſh. On theſe, therefore, our eternal all de- 
pends. And will an affair of ſuch unſpeakable 


weight admit of a moment's delay, or conſiſt with ka. -4 1 


the leaſt remiſſneſs ?- Eipecially ſince much of our 
appointed time is already elapſed, and the remain 
der is all uncertainty.---But, ſuppoſe we had made 
a covenant with the grave, and were aſſured of 
reaching the age of Methutelah, how ſooa would 
even ſuch a leaſe expire! Let it be extended yet 
farther, and made co- exiſtent with nature itſelf; 
yet, how ſpeedily will the contummatior ot all 
things commeace? For, yet a little while, and the 
comnmuthoned archangel will lift up his hand to hea- 
ven, and ſwear by the Almighty name, That time 
ſhall be no longer.” Then abuſed opportunities will 
never return, and new opportunities will never 
more be offered. Then, ſhould negligent mortals 
with, ever to paſhonarely, for a few moments only 
to be thrown back from the opening eternity, thou- 
fands ot worlds would not be able to procure the 
grant. . 

What ine xpreſſihle conſternation muſt overwhelm 
unthinxng murtals, who have ſquandered their 
time in vice, when the gencral conflagration com- 
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mences! That dreadful day will ſoon approach, 
© in which the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth alſo, and all the works that are therein, 
ſhall be burnt up.“ That mighty hand, which 
once opened the windows from on high, and broke 
up the fountains of the great deep, will then un- 
lock all the magazines of fire, and pour a ſecond 
deluge upon the earth. The vengeful] flames, 
kindled by the breath of the Almighty, will fpread 
themſelves from the center to the circumference ; 
nothing will withſtand their impetuolity, nothing 
eſcape their rage. Magnificent palaces and folema 
temples will be laid in aſhes : Spacious cities and 
impregnable towers buried in one ſmoaking maſs. 
Not only the productions of human art, but the 
works of Almighty power, will be tuel for the de- 
vouring element. The everlaſting mountains will 
melt, like the ſnows which cover their ſummers ; 
and even the vaſt oceans ſerve only to augment the 
inconceivable rapidity and fury of the blaze. 

Theſe are events, the greatneſs of which nothing 
finite can meaſure. Such, as will cauſe whatever 
is conſiderable, or momentous, in the annals of all 
generations, to ſink into littleneſs and nothing. 
Events, big with the everlaſting fates of all the 
living and all the dead.----We mult fee the graves 
cleaving, the ſea teeming, and ſwarms unſuſpected, 
crowds unnumbered, yea, multitudes of thronging 
nations riſing from both.---We mutt fee the world 
in flames; muſt ſtand at the diſſolution of all ter- 
reſtial things, and be attendaats on die burial of 

nature 
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nature. We muſt ſee the vaſt expanſe of ſky wrap- 
ped up like a ſcroll, and the incarnate Go1 iſſuing 
from light inacceſſible, with ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand angels, to judge both men and devils. 
We mult fee the curtain of time drop, ſee all 
eternity diſcloſed ro view, and enter upon a ſtate 
of being that will never have an end. 

Ought we not, therefore, to huſband well every 
moment of our time, and take heed to our ways ? 
Is there an inquiry, is there a care of greater, of 
equal, of comparable imporiance ?----For, other- 
wiſe, how ſhall we ſtand with boldnefs, when the 
ſtars of heaven fall from their orbs ?---How hall 
we look up with joy, and ſee our ſalvation draw- 
ing nigh, when the hearts of millions fail for fear? 


THE FATHER AND THE SON, 
An affecting Relation. 


Tu E following parhetic narration is taken from 
Mr Ives's Voyage to India, lately publiſhed, and 
relates to the taking of Chandernagore from the 
French by the Engliſh. This action, though ſuc- 
ceſsful, was fatal to the brave Britons who ſerved 
in it. We ſhall now adopt Mr Ives's own words, 
who was Surgeon of Admiral Watſon's ſhip at 
that time. 

| Every humane boſom, ſays he, muſt commiſerate 
the death of fo many gallant Bridiſſi youths as fell in 
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this days action. The killed and wounded indeed on 
ſhore were trifling : they enemy were fo much em- 
ployed againft the ſhips, that the army had but one 
killed and ten wounded ; but on board the two 
ſhips they were ſo numerous, that I would willing- 
ly forbear any farther mention of ſuch a mournful 
ſcene : but the behaviour of Capt. Speke and his 
ſon, a youth of ſixteen years of age, was fo truly 
great and exemplary on this glorious but melancho. 
ly occaſion, that I muſt beg leave to deſcr.be it 
with ſome of its moſt intereſting circumſtances. 
When Admiral Watſon had the unhappineſs to ſce 
both the father and the ſon fall in the ſame inſtant, 
he immediately went up to them, and by the moſt 
tender and pathetic expreſſions tried to. alleviate 
their diſtreſs. The captain who had obſerved his 
ſon's leg to be only hanging by the ſkin, ſaid to the 
admiral, „Indeed Sir, this was a cruel ſhot, to 
knock down both the father and the ſon?” Mr 
Watſon's heart was too full to make the leaſt reply: 
he only ordered them both to be immediately car. 
ried to the ſurgeon. The captain was firſt brought 
down to me in the after-hold where a platform had 
been made; and then told me how dangerouſly 
his Billy had been wounded. Preſently after the 
brave youth himſelf appeared, but had another 
narrow eſcape, the quarter - maſter, who was briag- 
ing him down in his arms after his father, being 
killed by a cannon ball. His eves overflowing with 


tears, not foc his own, but father's fate, I labour. | 


ed to aſſure him that his father's wound was not 
dangerous; and this aſſertion was confirmed by 
the 
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the captain himſelf. He ſeemed not to believe either 
of us, until he aſked me upon my honour, and 1 
had repeated to him my firit alſuraace in the moſt 
poſitive manner. Hethen immediately became calm; 
but on my attempting to enquire into the nature 
of his wound, he folicitouſly aſked me if 1 had 
dreſſed his father, for he could not think of my 
touching him, before his father's wound had been 
taken care of, I] aſſured him that the captain's wound 
had been already taken care ot. Then, replied 
the generuus yauih, puinting to a fellow ſufferer, 
pray, Sir, look to and drefs this poor man, who is 
groaning ſo ſadly beſide me.” 1 told him that he 
already had been taxen care of, and begged of him 
with ſome importunity, that I now might have liberty 
to examine his wound. He ſubmitted to it, and 
calmly obſerved, * Sir, I fear you muſt amputate 
above the joint ” I replied, my dear, I muſt. Upon 
which he claſped both his hands together, and lift- 
ing his eyes in the moſt devout and fervent manner 
toward heaven, he offered up the following ſhort 
but earneſt petition : © Good Ged, do tho enable 
me to behave in my preſent circumſtances worthy 
of my father's ſon ! When he had ended this ejacu. 
latory prayer, he told me that he was all ſubmiſſion. 
I then performed the operation above the joint of the 
knee; but during the whole time the intrepid yourh 
never ſpoke a word, or uttered a groan, that could 

be heard at a yard diſtance. 
The reader may eaſily imagine, what, in this dread - 
ful interval, the brave but unhappy captain ſuffered, 
who lay juſt by his darling and unfortunate fon. But 
F i whatcyer 
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whatever were his feelings, he diſcovered no other 
expreſſions of them but what the filent, trickling 
tears declared; though the bare recollection of the 
ſcene, even at this diftant time, is too painful for 
me. Both the father and the fon, the day after the 
action, were ſent back with the reſt of the wounded 
to Calcutta. The father was lodged at the houſe of his 
brother-in law, and the ſon was with me at the hol. 
pital. For the firſt eight or nine days I gave the 
father great comfort by carrying him joytul ridings 
of his boy, and in the ſame manner I gratified the 
fon in regard to the father. But alas ! from that 
time all the good ſymptems, which had hitherto 
attended this unparalleled youth, began to diſappear. 
The captain eaſily gueſſed, by my ſilence and count- 
enance, the true ſtate his boy was in, nor did he 
ever after aſ me more than two queſtions concerning 
him; ſo tender was the ſubje& to us both, and ſo un. 
willing was his generous mind to add to my diſtreſs. 
The frſt was on the tenth day in theſe words: 
How long my friend do you think my Billy may 
remain in a ſtare of uncertainty?” I replied, that if 
ke lived to the fifteenth day of the operation, chere 
would be the ſtrongeſt hopes of his recovery. On 
the thirtzenth however he died; and on the $x- 
teenth the brave man, looked me ſteadfaſtly in tlic 
tace, ſaid, * Well, Ives, how fares it with my 
boy?“ | could make him no reply, and attribut- 
ed my ſilence to the real cauſe. The parental tears 
flowed down his checks ! he ſqueezed me by the 
hand, and b-pged me to leave him for one half 
hour, when he wilhe to fee me again; and aſſured 


me 


me I ſhould find him with a different evuntenance 
from that he troubled me with at preſent. I punc- 
tually complied with his detire ; ant when I return- 
e4 to him, he appeared, as he ever att er did, per- 
fectly calm and ſerene. 

The excellent youth had beca delirious the even- 
ing preceding the day on which he died; and at 
two o'clock in the morning, in the uunolt diſtreſs of 
mind, he ſent me a note, written by himſelt with 4 
pencil, of which the tollowing is a copy : 

« If Mr. Ives will con ſider the diforder a fon muſt 
be in, when he is told he is dying, and is yet in doubt 
whether his father is not in as good a ſtate of health, 
---[f Mr. Ives is not too buſy to honour this note, 
which nothing but the greatet unzalineſs coutd 
draw from me---The boy waits an antwer.“ 

Immediately on the receipt of this note I vilned 
him, and he had vi] ſenſe enough left to know who 
I was. He then began with me And is he 
dead ?--- Who my dear ?---* My father, Sir.“ --No, 
my love: nor is he in any danger, I aiture you: he 
is almoſt well.---Thank God! Then why did they 
tell meſo? I am now fatished, and ready to die. 
At that time he had a locked jaw, and was in great 
diſtreſs ; but I underſtood every word he fo inarti- 
culately uttered. He begge my pardon for having 
(as he politely expreſſed it diſturbed me at fo early 
an hour: and before the day was ended he fur. 
rendered up a valuable life. 

The following fine ſimile fo aptly illuſtrates the 
beauty and untimely death of this incomparable 
young man, that I am perſuaded every good-natur- 
ed reader will excuſe my inſerting it. As 
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As a gay flower, with blooming beauties crown'd 
Cut by the ſhare, lies languid on the ground; 
Or fſoinc tall poppy, that o'ercharg'd with rain 
Bends the faint head, and ſinks upon the plain; 
So fair, fo languiſhingly ſweet he lies, 

His head declin'd, and drooping as he dies. 


VIRGIL. 


—ñ ATR CR — 


: On the DEATH of a FRIEND. 


How lov*d, how valu'd once, avails thee not: 

To whom related, or by whom begot. 

A heap of duſt alone remains of thee : 

"Tis all thou art !---and all the proud ſhall be. 
D | POPE. 
EATH, that king of terrors, having pierced, 


with his fatal ſhaft, the heart of the generous Atti- 
cus, I went to pay my laſt duties to my deceaſed 
friend; but who can deſcribe that torrent of ſorrow 
which overwhelmed :ay breaſt, on my arrival at the 
houſe of mourning? Ile had juſt compleated an 
ample and commodious ſcat, but not permited to 
fpend one joyful hour under the ſtately roof. He 
had farniſhed his chambers to invite repoſe, but 
muſt reſt in the ſilent bowels of the earth. His 
gardens were planted with the choiceft fruits, and 
decorated in the moſt graceful manner; but their 
maſter is gone down to the valley of the ſhadow of 
death. 

Since death is the portion of every individual, we 


Mould never ſuffer that thought to eſcape; we 
E ſhould 
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hould engrave it, in the moſt ligible characters, on 
the tables of our memories ; but alas! how ſlightly 
is it {ketched, ſo that every tranſient flow of paſſion 
is ſufficient to obliterate it. We ſee our neighbours 
fall, we turn pale at the ſhock, and feel a trembling 
dread. No ſooner are they removed from our light, 
but, driven in the whirl of buiiacls, or lulled in the 
jJanguors of pleaſure, we torget tne providence, 
and neglect its errand. The impreſſion made on 
our unttable minds is like the trace of an arrow thro” 
the penetrated air, or the path ot the keel in the 
turrowed wave. 

Would we reflect ſeriouſly on the numberleſs diſ- 
alters, ſuch as no human prudence can foreſee, no 
care prevent, hat attend our ſteps, and he in wait 
to accomplith our doom; we mult ſurely look upon 
ourſelves only as tenants at will, and liable to be 
diſpoſleſſed of our earthly tabernacle, at a moment's 
warning. The laſt enemy has not only unnumbered 
avenues for his approach, but even holds his for- 
treſs in the ſeat of our lite. The crimſon fluid which 
diltributes health, is impregnated with the feeds of 
death. Some unforeſeen impediment may obſtruct 
its paſſage, or ſome unknown violence may divert 
its courſe ; in either of which caſes it acts the part 
of a poiſonous draught, or a deadly wound. The 
partititon that ſeparates time from eternity, is no- 
thing more than the breadth of our noſtrils; and 
the tranſition may be made in the leaſt particle of 
time. 

If we examine the records of mortality, we ſhall 
knd the memorials of a mixed mulitude huddled, 
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or at leaft reſting together, without any regard te 
rank or ſeniority. None are ambitious of the up- 
permoſt rooms, or chief ſeats in the manſions of the 
grave. None entertain fond and eager expectations 
of being honourably greeted, in their darkſome cells. 
The man of years and experience, reputed as an 
oracle in his generation, is content to lie down at 
the feet of the babe. In this common receptacle, 
the ſervant is equally accommodated with his maſ- 
ter. The poor indigent lies as ſoftly as the moſt 
opulent poſſeſſor. All the diſtinction that ſubliſts, 
is a graſſy hillock bound with oſiers; or a ſepulch- 
ral ſtone, ot namented with imagery- 

Why then ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir, a- 
bout ſu pertority and precedence, when the next re- 
move will reduce us all to a ſtate of equal meanaeſs, 
Why thould we exalt ourſelves, or debaſe others, 
ſince we muſt all, one day, be upon a common 
level, and blended together in the ſame undiftia- 
guiſhed duſt? Here perſons of contrary intereſts, 
and oppoſite ſentiments, ſleep together; death have 
ing laid his hands on the contending parties, and 
brought all their differences to an amicable conclu- 
ſion. Here enemies, ſworn enemies, dwell to” 
gether in unity. They drop every embittered 
thoug=t, and forget they once were foes. Perhaps» 
their crumbling bones mix, as they moulder; and 
thoſe, who, while they lived, were at irreconcile- 
able variance, here fall into mutual embraces, and 
even incorporate with each other in the grave. Let 
us then learn from theſe friendly aſhes, not to per- 


petuate the memory of injuries; not to foment the 
fever 
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ever of reſentment; nor cheriſh the turbulence of 
paſhon : That there may be as little animoſity and 
diſagreement in the land of the living, as there is in 
the congregation of the dead. 

Atticus, the friendly Atticus, was ſnatched away 
in the bloom of youth, while health ſeemed to wan- 
ton in every vein, and ſtrength reſided in every 
ſinew. But he did not negle& to improve his 
golden hours to the nobleſt of all purpoſes, that of 
attaining a ſtate of repoſe, and an eternal crown of 
glory. In him the orphan has loft a father, the 
widow a huſband, and the poor a liberal benefactor. 
The beſt method of ſhewing our reſpect for his me- 
mory is to imitate his virtues, which will acquire 
us, with him, a bliſsful eternity. Let us, like him, 
remember our Creator in the days of our youth, 
before our days become labour and forrow. Then 
ſhall we behold the approach of the king of terrors 
with ſerenity, and gladly leave thoſe dreary habita- 
tions of ſorrow and pain, to meet our Saviour in 


the manſions above, where alone is perfect and con- 


ſummate happineſs, the term of whoſe continuance 
is eternity. 

Eternity! how are our boldeſt, or ſtrongeſt 
thoughts, loſt and overwhelmed thee? Who can 
ſet landmarks, to limit thy dimenſions; or find 
plummets to fathom thy depths? Arithmeticians 
have figures to compute all the progreſhons of time; 
Aſtronomers have inftruments to calculate the diſ- 
tance of the planets : But what numbers can ſtate, 
what lines can gauge the lengths and breadths of 
eternity? Myſterious, mighty exiſtence! A tum 
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not to be leſſened by the largeſt deductions: an ex - 
tent not to be contracted by all poſſible diminutions. 
None can truly ſay, after the moſt prodigious waſte 
of ages, that ſo much of eternity is gone. For, when 
millions of centuries are elapſed, it is but juſt com- 
mencing ; and, when millions more have run their 
ample round, it will be no nearer ending. Nay, 
when ages numerous as the bloom of ſpring, in- 
creaſed by the herbage of the ſummer, both aug- 
mented by the leaves of autumn, and all multiplied 
by the drops of rain, which drown the winter--when 
theſe and ten thouſand times ten thouſand more--. 
more than can be repreſented by any ſimilitude, or 
imagined by any conception, are all revolved ; eter- 
nity, vaſt boundleſs eternity, will only be beginning; 
or, rather, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, only 


beginning to begin. 


OBIDAH and the HERMIT: 


An Faſtern Tale. 
Know this great Truth (enough for man to know) 
Virtue alone is Happineſs below. POPE, 


Arly in the morning, Obidah, the ſoa of Aben- 
ſina, left the caravaſera and purſued his journey 
through the plains of Indoftan ; being vigorous with 
reft, animated with hope, and incited by deſire, he 
walked ſwiftly forward over the vallies, and ſaw the 
hills gradually rifiug before him. As he paſſed a 

long, 
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Jong, his ears were delighted with the ſong of the 
bird of Paradiſe ; he was fanned by the laſt flutters 
cf the ſinking breeze, and ſprinkled with dew by 
groves of ſpices ; he ſametimes contemplated the 
towering height of the cedar which adorned the hills, 
and ſometimes caught the gentle fragrance of the 
flowers which enamelled the plains ; thus all his 
ſenſes were gratified, and care entirely baniſhed 
from his heart. 

In this manner he continued his journey till the 
ſun approached his meridian, and the increaſing 
heat preyed upon his ſtrength ; he then looked 
carefully round him, to diſcover ſome more agree- 
able and ſhady path. On his right hand he ſaw a 
grove, that ſeemed to wave it ſhades, as a ſign of 
invitation; he entered it, and found the coolneſs 
and verdure irreſiſtibly pleaſant. He did not, how- 
ever, forget whither he was trayelling, but found 
a narrow way bordered with flowers, which ap- 
peared to have the ſame direction with the main 
road, he was pleaſed that, by this happy experi- 
ment, he had found means to unite pleaſure with 
his buſineſs, and to gain the rewards of diligence, 
without ſuffering its fatigues. He, therefor: for a 
time till continued to walk, without the leaſt re- 
miſſion of his ardour, except that he was ſometimes 
tempted to ſtop by the muſic of the birds, whom 
the heat had afſembled in the ſhade ; and ſametimes 
amuſed himſelf with plucking the flowers which 
grew on either fide, or the fruits that hung upon 
the branches. Ar laſt the green path began to de- 
Fline from its firſt direction, and to wind among 
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hills and thickets, cooled with fountains, and mur- 
muring with the falls of water. Here Obidah pauſ. 
ed for a time, and began to conſider whether it 
were ſafe for him to forfake any longer the known 
and open road? but remembering that the heat was 
now in its greateſt yiolence, and that the plain was 
duity and aneven, he refolved to purſue the new 
path, which he ſuppoſed only to make a few mean. 
ders. in compliance with the varieties of the ground, 
and to end at laſt in the common road. 

Having thus calmed his ſollicitude, he renewed 
his pace, though he ſuſpected he was not gaining 
ground. The uneaſineſs of his mind inclined him 
to lay hold on every new object, and gave way 
to every ſenſation that might ſooth, or divert 
him. He liſtened to every eccho, he mounted 
every hill for a freſh proſpect, he turned aſide to 
every catcade, and pleaſed himſelf with tracing the 
courte of a gentle river that rolled among the trees, 
and watered a large region with inumerable circum- 
volutions. In theſe amuſements the hours paſſed 
away uncoumed, his deviations had perplexed his 
memory, and he knew not towards what point to 
travel, He ſtood pentive and confuſed, afraid to 
go torward, leit he ſhould go wrong, yer conſcious 
that the time of loitering was now paſſed. While 
he was thus tortured with uncertarnty, the ſky was 
overſpread with clouds, the day vaniſhed from 
betore him, and a ſudden tempeſt gathered rouud 
his head. He was now rouſed trom his danger to a 


quick and painful remembrance of his folly ; he 
no jaw bow happincſs is loit when cafe is conſult- 
eds 


INSTRUCTOR. 237 
ed, and lamented the unmanly impatience that 
prompted him to ſeek ſhelter in the grove, and de- 
ſpiſed the petty curioſity that led him on from trifle 


ta trifle ; while he was thus reflecting, the air grew 
biacker, and a clap of thunder broke his medita- 


tion. 

He now reſolved to do what remained yet 1n bis 
power, to tread back the ground which he paticd, and 
try to ſind ſome iſſue, which the wood might open 
into the plain. He proſtrated himſcit on the ground 
and commended his life to the Lord of nature. Ile 
role with conſidence and tranquillity, and preſſed 
on with his ſabre in his hand, for the beaſts of the 
deſert were in motion, and on every hand were 
heard the mingled howls of rage and fear, and rav- 
vage, and expiration ; all the horrors of darkneſs 
ſurrounded him: the winds roared in the woods, 
and the torrents tumble irom the hills. 

Thus forlorn and diſtreſſed, he wanderedfthrough 
the wild, without knowing whither he was going, 
or whether he was every moment drawing nearer 
to ſafety or deſtruction. At length not fear bur 
labour began to overcome him; his breath grew 
ſhort, and his knees trembled, and he was on the 
point of lying down in reſignation to his fate, when 
he beheld, thro' the brambles, the ghmmer of a 
taper. He advanced towards the light, and, find - 
ing it preceeded from-the cottage of a hermit, h2 
called humbly at the door, and obtained admithon. 
The old man ſet before him ſach proviſions as he 
had collected for himſelf, on wiich Obidah fed 
with eagerneſs and gratitude. 


Whea 
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When the repaſt was over, Tell me, ſaid the 
hermit, by what chance thou haft been brought 
hither ; I have been now twenty years an inhabitant 
of the wilderneſs, in which I never ſaw a man be- 
tore.” Obidah then related all the occurrences of 
his journey, without any palliation. 

© Son, ſaid the hermit, let the errors and follies, 
the dangers and eſcape of this day, link deep into 
thine heart; remember, mv ſon, that human life 
is the journey of a day. We riſe in the morting of 
youth, full of vigour, and full of expectation; and 
ſer forward with ſpirit and hope, with gaity and 
diligence, and travel on a while in the ſtraight road 
of piety, towards the manſions of reſt. In a thon 
time we remit our fervour, and endeavour to find 
ſome mitigation of our duty, and ſome more eaſy 
means of obtaining the ſame end. We then relax 
our vigour, and reſolve nt longer to be terrified at 
crimes at a diſtance, but rely upen our own con- 
ſtancy and venture to approach what we reſolve 
never to touch. We thus enter the bowers of caſe, 
and repoſe in the ſhades of ſecurity. Here the 
heart ſ f:ens, and vigilance ſublides ; we are then 
willing to enquire whether another advance cannot 
be made, and whether we may not at laſt turn our 
eyes upon the gardens of pleaſure; we approach 
them with ſcruple and heſitation, we enter them, 
but enter timorous and trembling, and always hope 
to paſs through them without loſing the road of 
virtue, which we, for a while, keep in our ſight, 
and to which we propoſe to return. But temptation, 
ſucceeds temptation, and one compliance prepares 
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us fot another ; we in ume loſe the happineſs of in- 
nocence, and ſolace our diſquiet with ſenſual gratifi- 
cations. By degrees we let fall the remembrance of 
our original intention, and quu the only adequate ob. 
ject ot rational deſire. Weentangle ourſelves in buſi - 
neſs, immerge ourſelves in luxury, and rove through 
the labyrinths of inconſtancy, till the darkneis of old 
age begins io invade us, and diſeaſe and anxiety 
obſtruct or way. We then look back upor our- 
ſelves with horror, with forrow, with repentance 3 
and with, that we had not forſaken the ways of 
virtue. Happy are they, my ſon, who ſhall learn, 
from thy example, not to deſpair, but thall remem- 
ber, that though the day is paſt, and their ſtrength 
is waſted, there yet remains one effort tu de made; 
that reformation is never hopleſs, nor ſincere en- 
deavours ever unaſiſted, but the wanderer may at 
laſt return after all his errors; and he who implores 
firength and courage from above, ſhall find danger 
and difhculty give way before him. Go now, my 
ſon, to thy repoſe ; commit thyſelf to the care of 
omnipotence, and, when the morning calls again te 
toil, begin a new thy journey and thy life. 


CC 


A FRAGMENT OF ANCIENT POETRY. 


Avronn is dark on the mountains; grey miſt 
reſts on the hills. The whirlwind is heard on the 
heath. Dark rolls the river through the narrow 
plain. A tree ftands alone on the hill, and marks 
the 
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the grave of Connal. The leaves whirl round with 
the wind, and ſhew the grave of the dead. At 
times here are ſeen the ghoſts of the deceaſed, 
when the muſing hunter alone ſtalks ſlowly over 
the heath. 

Who can reach the ſource of thy race, O Connal? 
And who recount thy fathers? Thy family grew 
like an oak on the mountains, which meeterh the 
wind with its lofry head. Bur now it 1s torn from 
the earth, who ſhall ſupply the place of Connal ? 

Here was the din of arms, and here was the 
groans of the dying. Mournful are the wars of 
Fingal | O Connal! it was here thou didſt fall. 
Thine arm was like a ſtorm; thy ſword a beam of 
the ſky ; thy height a rock on the plain; thine eyes 
a furnance of fire. Louder than a ftorm was thy 
voice; when thou confoundeſt the field, warriors 
fell by the ſword, as a thiftle by the ſtaff of a boy. 

Dargo the mighty came on hike acloud of thunder. 
His brows were contracted and dark his eyes like 
two caves in a rock. Bright roſe their ſwords on 
each ſide : dire was the clang of their ſteel. 

The daughter of Rinval was near, Crimora, 
bright in the armour of man; her hair looſe behind, 
her bow in her hand; ſhe followe1 the youth to the 
war, Connal her mach beloved. She drew the 
ſtring on Dargo, but, erring, pierced her Connal. 
He falls like an oak on the plain, like a rock from 
the ſhaggy hill. What ſhall ſhe do, hapleſs maid! 


He bleeds? Her Connal dies? All the night long 


ſhe cries, and all the day O Connal! my love, and 
my friend! With grief the {fad mourner died. 


Earth 
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Farth here encloſeth the lovelieſt pair on the hill; 

the graſs grows beneath the ſtones of their tombs. 

I fit in the mournful ſhade, the wind ſighs through 

the graſs, and their memory ruſhes on my mind- 

Undiſturbed you now ſleep together, in the * 
of the mountain you now reſt alone. 


Mr. NORTHY's REMARKABLE VOYAGE 1 
THE SOUTH SEA. 


I: Being determined by the preſident of Panama, 
and other great officers, to attempt the making fore 
diſcoveries in the South ſeas, Don Juan Hamel, 
captain of the St Chriſtopher, was ſent on this ex- 
pedition, in which I ferved in quality of maſter. 
She was about three hundred tons burthen, and 
carried one hundred and ſevet. ty men, and erghtcen 
guns. 

Great care was taken in ſupplying the ſhip with 
every neceſſary for the voyage ; and on Monday the 
fourth of April 1547, we left the road of Panama, 
and ſteered to the weſtward, through that immenſe 
track cf waters, called by the Spaniards the Pacific 
ocean, probably from the ſirſt voyages made on it 
between the tropics, where, indeed, the winds are 
commonly gentle, and the ſurfac2 of the deep 
ſmooth and fcrene. But this is far from being the 
caſe in every part of this extenſive ocean; ſtorms 
and the moſt terrible tempettuous ſeas being com- 
mon in other parts of it; perhaps they are even 
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more terrible here than in the northern oceans; ang 
fatal experience has ſufficiently demonftrated, that 
the name Pacific was given it too haſtily. 

After failing nineteen days, we diſcovered early 
in the morning of the 21ſt of April, very high land, 
about eight leagues diſtant from us. It had a very 
rugged unpromiſing aſpect, and as we approached 
it, the precipices, which ſeemed to guard the coaſt, 
exhibited a romantic landſcape. One of theſe lofty 
cliffs appeared nearly perpendicular, and huge 
maſſes of ftone, almoſt rent from its fide by the 
hand of time, threatened every moment to tumble 
into the ſea, and cruſh whatever they meet with in 
their fall. As we found the water deep, we ap- 
proached pretty near the ſhore, and coaſted along 
it for ſeveral mfles, during which nothing was to 
be ſeen but theſe frightful and tremendous precipices. 
At laſt we doubled the cape of a lofty promontory, 
and had the pleaſure of beholding a very different 
landſcape. The land roſe gradually from the ſea, 
and it was cloathed with the moſt beautiful verdure. 
interſperſed with trees and ſmall eminences, and 
watered with innumberable ftreams, which flowed 
in beautiful meanders through the fertile country. 
A ſcene fo remarkably pleaſing rendered us very 
deſirous of finding ſome harbour or bay, where we 
might ſafely come to an anchor, and land with our 
boat to examine the country. But nothing of that 
kind appeared during the whole day, and we found 
it impracticable to come to an anchor, the water 
being at leaſt an hundred fathoms deep, though we 
were not a mile and half from the ſhore. We there 

| fore 
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fore froag off to ſea with a very eaſy fail, during 
the night, and, as ſoon as the morning appeared, 
we tacked and ſteered again for the land. About 
noon. we ſaw a large bay, and on examination found 
it a proper place to anchor in, having about ten 
fathom water, and the bottom a black fandy clay. 

Here we came to an anchor, and the next day 
made ready for landing, which was done about ten 
in the morning, on a fott ouzy ſhore at the bottom 
of the bay, about half a mile diſtant trom the ſhip, 
Twenty of us well armed, with Captain Hamel at 
our head, proceeded forwards into the country, 
which appeared delightfully pleaſing. The ground 
was enamelled with the moſt elegant flowers, and 
the winds wafted trom the large groves of myrtle 
and other aromatic trees, the moſt refreſhing fra- 
grancy. 

In this manner we travelled about three miles 
without ſeeing the leaſt appearance of inhahirants ; 
but aſcending an eminenc which terminared the 
praſpe& from the fea, we diſcovered a large town 
at ſome diſtance from us, and many people ſcatter- 
ed in different parts of the plain. This obliged us 
to halt, and conſult with each other what was pro- 
per to be done ; and the reſult was, that it would 
be more prudent to return, and acquaint our com. 
panions with the diſcoveries we had made, and re- 
turn the next day with a larger force. When this 
reſolution was taken, I made Don Hamel obſerve, 
that a large river ran on the other ße of the town, 
and conſequently mult fall into the ſea, a little be- 
yond the bay where we had come to an anchor; 

H h I there- 
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I therefore propoſed that we ſhould proceed to it 
with our ſhip, and, if large enough, to enter it; 
by which means we ſhould be able to diſcover the 
temper of the inhabitants with more ſafety, than 
by marching towards them in a hoſtile manner, 
This advice was approved, we immediately return- 
ed on board, and the next morning proceeded on 
our intended diſcovery. 

What J had conjectured proved to be true. We 
perceived the mouth of the river, about a mile be. 
yond the weſtern head land of the bay, and found 
that it had water ſufficient for us to enter it; but 
before we had proceeded half a mile, the banks on 
both fides were covered with Indians, fo that we 
thought it moſt prudent to come to an anchor. 
Soon after the Cacique himſelf, attended bv a great 
number of people, armed with bows and arrows, 
came to the banks of the river, and invited us by 
ſigas to come on ſhore. We thought it moſt pro- 
per to accept the invitation; but at the ſame time 
conctuded to let only four or five land, and keep 
the ſhip in a proper poſture of defence. According- 
ly myſelt, who was to perſonate the Captain, and 
three others, were carned on ſhore in the boat, 
and ſaluted at our departure with five guns, which 
ſo territied the Indians, that they flew from the 
banks of the river, and threw themſelves flat on the 
ground. But on our landiag they returned, and 
received us with all the marks of ſatisfaction and 
atomihment, conſidering us probably. as beings cf 
a nature ſuperior to themſeives. The monarch 


approached us with the moſt ſubnutkve geſtures, 
and 
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and conducted us to his palace, which was a large 
but low ſtructure, and reſembled in ſome meaſure 
the Indian buildings in Mexico Here we were 
entertained with maize and pulſe, dreſſed in the 
Indian manner, and a kind of liquqr reſembling in 
caſte the wine extracted trom the palm-tree. 

After our repaſt the Cacique conducted us to the 
temple of the Sun, wiuch it od near his palace ; it 
was a very large ftrucivre, beiug about one hundred 
and ſixty paces long and lixty wide. At the end 
oppolite to the entrance, was a coloſſal ſtatue of the 
lun, indifferently executed, and his head encircled 
witli rays extending to the walls of the temple, 
The walls were near torty feet high, and the root, 
inſtead of tiles, covered with mats of reeds, re- 
ſembling the carpers of the Moors. The walls on 
the inſide were covered with beantitul (hells and 
pearls, intermixed with beads of gold, which re- 
flected the rays of the tun in a very pleaſing manner. 
The image ot the deity was dreſſed in a fcariet robe 
covered with pearls, and about its neck hung a 
ſtring of gold beads, intermixed with the moit 
beauttul pearls I ever beheld. The cornice of the 
temple was entirely compoicd of glittering ſhells, 
and adorned with feſtoons of pearls iatermixed with 
feathers, arranged in a very artful manner. 

Before the entrance of the temple were twelve 
gigantic ſtatues ranged in two rows. They were 
of wood, but repreſented with ſo favagze and threa- 
temng an air, that they almolt territy a ſtranger, 
and ſuſſiciently prove, that the people of this counr- 
try do not want grooms, however deficient they 

may 
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may be in the finiſhing part of their works. They 
held in their hands a kind of axes of copper, edyed 
with flint, and ſeemed to threaten the perfon with 
death who ſhould dare to enter the temple. 

This ſtructure ſtood nearly eaſt and weft; and 
the grand entrance, oppoſite to which the image of 
the deity was placed, fronted the eaſt : fo that the 
rays of the fan at its riling thone directly on the 
ſtatue, which then exhibited a moſt brilliam ap- 
pearance ; and at this time the Iadians pay their 
devotion. 

Having examined this grand ſtructure, we were 
again conducted to the bank of the river by the 
prince himſelf, who, at our departure, preſented 
us with a large ingot of gold, and a ſtring of re- 
markably large and beautitul pearls, intimating by 
ſians his deſire that the reſt of our company would 
alſo viſit his capital, and coatradt a friendly inter- 
courſe with his people. 

On our return we deſcribed the ſeveral particulars 
we had ſeen, and regretted our not being unable to 
converſe with a people that expreſſed ſuch friendly 
diſpofitions towards us. One of our company, 
who had been ſick almoſt the whole time of our 
voyage, informed us, that he was well acquainted 
with the language of the Mexican Indians, and 
deſired to try whether he could make himſelt under- 
ſtood by the inhabitants of this country. Accord- 
ingly we carried him on ſhore, and had the ſatiſ- 
faction to ſind, that though their language was 
diſterent from that of Mexico, vet he was able to 
make himſeif underſtood, and during our ftay in 
Ke land ſerved 49 4% INETP! cigt, Ve 
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We now entered into a friendly intercourſe with 
the inhabitants, who readity ſupphed us with every 
thing ther country afforded, particularly with 
maize, venilon, tith, and fowl, all remarkably 
good; and in exchange for toys, knives, ſciſſars, 
razors, and looking-glafles, gave us gold and pearls3 
ſo that we foon procured a very large quantity of 
theſe valuable particulats. 

In this manner we continued trafficking with the 
inhabitants, till the latter ead of June, whea we 
thoaght it time to return to Panama, and give tlie 
preiident an account of our voyage; pleaſing our- 
lelves with having found a country, and opened 4 
commerce which could not tail of proving highly 
advantageous. Bat we often imagine ſcenes that 
will never be realifed, and flatter ourſelves with the 
proſpect of happinefs we ſhall never enjoy. Totally 
abſorbed in the contemplation of what we hope to 
obtain, we forget the accidents that may intervene, 
and the misforrunes that may put a period to our ex- 
pectations. Thus it fared with us; we enjoyed in 
idea the thanks we ſhould receive at our return, and 
the riches we ſhould acquire by this fortunate dif- 
covery. But all theſe flattering proſpects vaniſhed 
like a pleaſing dream; and inſtead of floating ſerene- 
y on the ocean of happineſs, we were plunged into 
the moſt dreadtui gult of misfortunes. 

Every thing being prepared for our departure, 
Don Hamel, attended by moſt of the officers, and 
the interpreter, waited on the Prince, by whom we 
had been fo kindly received and entertained; who 
among other particulars informed them, that at ſome 

diſtance, 
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diſtance, directly to the north-weſt, lay another 


iſland, the inhabitants ot which frequently traded 
with his ſubjects; and as their iſland abounded in 
gold, their principal merchandize conſiſted in chat 
This was a diſcovery not to be neglected; 
and accordingly we immediately determined to lail 
in ſearch of the iſland, counting in idea the immente 


metal. 


riches we ſhould certainly obtain by this Kind infor- 
mation of our hoſpitable Indian. 

- Accordingly, on Saturday the firſt of July 1597, 
we left this iſland, and ſtood to the weitward, the 


eaiterly winds which prevail in this part of tlie 


world not admitting us to return the fame way we 
came; and as {on as we tound ourſclves to the 
weitward ot the iſland, we altered our courſe, and 
keered directly to the north-welt. But betore [ 
leave the iſland, give me leave to obſerve, that, 
trom teveral obſervations l made while we lay in 
tne nver, the capital is in the lat. of 1@ deg. iz min. 
N. and 38 deg. 10 min. W. ot Panama. 

Nothing now was talked of but the immenſo 
nches we thould ſoon be maſters of; and ſome had 
even determined on the manner in which they 
would diſpoſe of their ſhare when they returned to 
New Spain. But let mortals trom hence learn not 
to tlatter themſelves with acquiring what poſſibly 
may never be in their power, nor fix their minds on 
what they have not in their poſſeſſion ; leſt, like us, 
they feel the cruel reverle of fortune, and the golden 
prize which glitters in the eyes of their imagination 
thould prove only the phantom of a waking dream. 


We conunucd our courſe nous days Kecping a 


continual 
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continual look out for the Golden Ifland, the name 
by which we conſtantly called it 3 but on the morn- 
ing of the tenth we were overtaken by a terrible 
ſtorm at S. E. ſo violent, that in a few minutes we 
loſt our main and fore maſts, together with twenty 
of our men. We were now reduced to the utmoſt 
diſtreſs ; the wind continued its fury, which to- 
gether with the terrible flaſhes of lightning, and the 
horrid roar of thunder, ſeemed to indicate that the 
period of nature was arrived, and whe world return- 
ing to its primitive chaos. Our 4 itrering ideas of 
happineſs were now entirely diſhpated, and the 
melancholy expeQation of approaching deſtruction 
engroſſed our whole attention. Deſpair was paint- 
ed in every countenance; while each enormous 
wave threatened to bury us in the bowels of the 
deep. | 

Night now approached, and added horrors to the 
ſtorm. Not the leaſt glimpſe of light appeared, 
except the horrid corruſcations of lightning, which 
ſeemed to ſet the ocean in a flame; but between 
theſe terrible flaſhes of ætherial fire, the whole ho- 
rizon was involed in the moſt pitchy darkneſs. And 
could the fons of lawleſs riot feel for a moment the 
awful apprehenſions that now invaded my breaſt, 
they would abandon their dear delights, and ſ:ck 
happineſs where alone it is to be found, in the prac- 
tice of virtue. 

About midnight we were rouſed from our lethargy 
of deſpair, by the moſt violent ſhock that could potli- 
bly be felt; a ſure indication, that we had reached 
the end of our yoyage, and that our ſhip in a few 
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moments would be daſhed in pieces. We were 
not deceived ; a ſecond ſhock ſent her to the bor. 
tom, and committed us all to the mercy of the 
foaming waves. 

What followed is impoſlible for me to relate; for 
my own part, I was thrown with great violence 
upon the rocky ſhore, and, by exerting the ſmall 
remains of ſtrength, clamhered fo far, that I eſcap. 
ed the fury of the ſucceeding wave. and continued 
crawling till I was beyond the reach of the raging 
forge. Perhaps it is not poſſible for the moſt pa- 
thetic writer, to deſcribe the painful ſenſations that 
now filled my breaſt. I was hungry, but had no- 
thing to eat; thriſty. but no water to drink; and 
bruiſed but no phyſician to aſſiſt me; deſtitute of 
every thing, without hopes of relief, or a compa- 
nion to comfort me. 

In this terrible condition I continued till the 
dawn appeared, when the ſtorm ceaſed, and the 
heavens aſſumed their chearful appearance. I found 
myſelf at ſome diſtance from the margin of the ſea, 
the water having ebbed conſiderably ſince I was for- 
tunately thrown upon che rocks; but ſurely the 
ſcene would have melted the moſt obdurate heart 
to pity ! The ſtrand was as it were covered with the 
dead bodies of my cempanions, and the tattered 
remains of our ſhip. Texamined with the utmoſt 
attention every corps, hoping that ſome remains of 
life might ſtill be found; but alas I was miſtaken !. 
the ſpirits had left their tabernacles of clay, and 
could not be recalled by human art. Overwhelmed 
with forrow at fo movinghk ſpectacle, I fat down on ; 


rock, 
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rock, and, in the firſt agony of deſpair, determin- 
ed there to wait the ſtroke of death, which I con- 
fidered as the only circumſtance that could put a 
period to my miſery : but I was ſoon rouſed from 
my reverie, by a voice from the other fide of the 
rock, which in the moſt pathetic accents implored 
my aſſiſtance. I ſtarted up, and to my inexpreſlible 
joy ſaw the carpenter lying on the ſand. 1 flew to 
his aſſiſtance, and with ſome difficulty removed 
him above the high water-mark, where in a tew 
hours he recovered, 

While I was aſkduouſly attending my companion 
in misfortunes, I ſaw at a diſtance ſomething mor- 
ing among the rocks, and had the ſatisfaction to 
find it one ot our ſailors, who had alſo eſcaped the 
fury of the waves. By my aſſiſtance he likewiſe 
reached the ſpot where the carpenter was fitting ; 
and for a time we ſecmed to have forgut aur miſ- 
fortunes in congratulating each other on our having 
eſcaped the frighiful horrors of the ſtorm. 

But reaſon ſoon reſumed her ſeat, and our dread- 
ful ſituation again engaged aur attention. We 
viewed the dreary ſpot on which Providence had 
thought fit to place us, and found it a rocky ſemi- 
grcular bay, about 200 fathoms in diameter, open 
to the ocean on the ſuuth, and terminated all round 
to the north by precipices that pierced the clouds. 
The diſtance from the high- water mark to the 
foot of the precipice was not above zoe yards, and 
compoſed entirely of ſand and barren rocks; a pro- 
ipe& ſufficient to fill the mind ot the moſt intrepid 
with deſpair, eſpecially as we could net hope ever 
1 0 
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to ſee ary European ſhip in this unfrequented fea. 
We however approached the foot of the lofty preci. 
pice, and had the pleaſure of ſeeing a ſmall cataract 
Of water, which fell at the bottom of the rock about 
the center of the bay. This was a diſcovery of more 
value to us in our preſent circumſtances, than all 
the riches we formerly hoped to procure at the 
Golden Iſland. We approached it with thankful. 
neſs, and, after aſſuaging our thriſt, repaired to 
the waters edge, and picked from among the rocks, 
the ſmall ſhell-fiih, which we there found in great 
numbers, and with theſe alone made a comfortable 
repaſt. 

The evening now approached, and gate us 
warning to ſeek ſome place ot ſhelter, where we 
might paſs the night in ſatety. Our ſearch was of 
no long continuance; a large cavern formed by 
mature at the foot of the rocky mountain, not far 
| From the above cataract, offered us a ſecure retreat, 
and was ſufficiently large to have contained our 
Whole ſhips company, had they, hke us, eſcaped 
the fury of the ſtorm. In this dreary habitation we 
took up our abode, and hither we brought ſuch 
poor remains, as the waves from time to time threw 
on ſhore from the wreck. Several cheſts, and a- 
mong the reft aune owa, we found among the 
rocks; but that which contained the carpenter's 
tools, and winch we were moſt deſirous of procur- 
ing, was too heavy to ſwim, and accordingly nevei 
came on ſhore. But we had the good tortune td 
fad in one which belonged to the Carpenter's mate, 
>WO 4XES, an adze, all auger, & plane, aud two 
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ſaws ; a treaſute of the greateſt value: and acco;d- 
jagly we depoſited it in the mom ſecure part of our 
ſabterraneous manſion. 


In this manner we ſpent twelve days, carrying 


every thing that came on thore to our cavern, till 
we had amaſſed a large quantity of various particu- 
lars, conliſting principally of what was contained in 
the ſeamen's cheſts, and pieces of the wreck which 
were continually breaking from our ſunken ſhip. 
Among the reſt the mizen-maft with its fails came 
on ſhore, and was contdercd by us as an acquiiii- 
on of ineſtimable value ; flattering ourſelves thar 
we ſhould be able at length to build a veſſel ſufficient 
to Carry us to the American coal: fo prone is the 
mind ot man to thiak every thing it ardently deſires 
as within its reach, and to conhder the difficulties 
that muſt be ſurmounted, in order to put its fa. 
vourite ſcheme in practice, as tnfling and infignt- 
ficant ; though perhaps they exceed the utmoſt ef- 
forts of human abilities. This was directly our 
caſe: we had amaſſed large pieces of the wreck; 
but they were far from being ſufficient for building 
a veſſel. We had indeed found a tolerable: quantity 
of tools, and particulary a large ſaw, which having 
been fortunately faſtened to a board to prevent its 
being hurt in the ſhip, was driven by the waves 
among the rocks. But, alas? we had neither tim- 
ber ſufficient to build, or provifioas to furniſh a 
veliel capable of carrying us to the continent. Our 
whele ſubſiſtence was the ſhell-fiſn, which we 
gathered from among the rocks at low-water ; nor 
had we even a fire to dreſs theſe after they were 
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procured, at the time we formed the alluring pro- 
ipects of being able to reach the American coaſt. 

We had indeed made ſeveral attempts to kindle a 
fire, but hitherto they had all mifcarried ; for though 
we had ſeveral piſtols loaded, yet the powder had 
taken wet, and therefore of no uſe. Ar laſt we 
found in one of the ſeamen's cheſts a glaſs canniſter 
cloſely corked, and full of dry powder: by the 
help of which we eaſfly kindled a fire, and for the 
firſt time boiled our ſhell · ſiſn in a ſauce pan, ſeveral 
of which we found among the ſailors ſtores. Bread 
however ſtill was wanting; but this was impoluble 
to be ſupplied. 

In this manner we lived till the latter end of July, 
when, as we were all walking along the foot of the 
rock beyond the cataract, the ſeaman diſcovered a 
kind of path, made by a current of water, which 
formerly there precipitated irſelf on the ſtrand, and 
was deſirous of try:ng whether, by following it, 
he could not reach the top of the precipice, and by 
that means diſcover whether there was land or tea 
to the weſtward. We approved of the motion; but 
were unwilling, he ſhould venture alone, left ſome 
accident ſhould attend him in ſo dangerous an at- 
tempt; concluding, that, if we all followed the 
track, we ſhould be able to aſſiſt one another in 
ſurmounting the difficulties we expected to meet 
with in this untrodden path. 

Accordingly we followed the track of the current 
and found that it formed a winding courſe among 
the rocks, which ſeemed to have been pilled on one 
another by ſome terrible convulſion of nature. 

Some 
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Sometimes we were obliged to climb with the ut- 
moſt difficulty ſome craggy rocks, over which the 
current had precipitated uſelf in its paſſage, and 
ſometimes to creep on our hands and fett through 
libterraneous paſlages, which the ſtream had form- 
ed in its courſe. At length we reached the ſource 
or fountain where the water had its rife ; but found 
that we were far from having gained the top of the 
precipice ; though we ſaw, at the ſame time, that 
we were comiderably above that perpendicular part 
which bounded it towards the bay; and had ſome 
reaſon to think, that, by pains and perſeverance, we 
ſhould be able to reach the ſummit, provided we 
brought with us ſome of our pour proviſions and 
water. Being thus determined, we returned by 
the ſame way we came, and with great toil and 
labour reached in the evening our ſabterraneous 
habitation. 

Our attention was now wholly engaged in mak- 
ing the neceſſary preparations for completing our 
diſcovery, by reaching the top of this ſtupendous 
mountain. Accordingly, as ſoon as the chearful 
rays of the morning adorned the regions of the Raſt, 
and covered the ſurface of the deep, with a tranſ- 
parent veil of glowing purple, we left our ſabrer- 
raneous abode, and repaired to the rocks, in order 
to pick a large quantity of the ſhell-fiſh, which had 
hitherto been the only food we had eaten fince we 
were thrown on this deſolate ſhore. When we had 
gathered what we judged ſufficient, we returned ts 
our cavern, and ſpent the remainder of the day in 

| boiling them, and furniſhing ourſelves with what 
Es we 
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we judged neceflary from our ſcanty ſtorehouſe; de. 
termining to begin the proſecution of our difcovery 
early in the morning. How reviving a cordial is 
hope to a mind labouring under the preſſures of 
misfortunes! We had no reaſon to ſuſpect, but 
we were thrown on a barren rock ; that the moun- 
tians we were juſt going to climb was a dreary pre- 
Eipice, deftitute of every thing that could afford us 
ſubliſtence, or tend to allivate our diſtreſs ; and that 
the proſpect we ſhould enjoy from the ſummit, was 
only a larger extent of the ocean, an expanſe of 
waters without a ſhore: and yet, becauſe it way 
poſſible ſomething might be diſcovered of uſe to us 
in this unfortunate cnndition, eur minds were 
greatly relieved, and we began our difficult journey 
with the greateſt alacrity, ſurmounting every dif- 
ficuky till we reached the ſpot where, as I before 
obſerved, the ſtream which formed the channel had 
its riſe, but the fountain had been a long time totally 
dry. 

We had now a lofty, and almoſt perpendicular 
rock to climb, whoſe craggy acclivity ſeemed to 
to defy our utmoſt attempts: but perſons in our cir- 
cumſtances are not eaſily ſtopped in their progreſs. 
We knew, that unleſs we could reach the ſummit, 
we had little proſpe& of ever leaving this ſterile 
rock; a ſufficient reaſon for us to exert the utmoſt 
of our ftrength to conquer the difficulties, and 
elimb, however laborious and dangerous the attempt 
might be, this trightful ſteep. Accordingly we 
began to aſcend the craggy height ; and after an 
bour ſpent in the moſt painful efforts, reached the 

top. 
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top. We had now a proſpect of the moſt remantie 

ſcene ever perhaps beheld. On each fide of us a 

ſtupendous wall of rocks piled on each other, in 

the moſt aſtoniſhing manner, ſeemed to reach the 
clouds; and directly before us, a craggy arch, 

corroded by the hand of time, offered us a paſſage. 

The aſcent to it was not remarkably ſteep, but the 

interval fo full of large maſſes of rock, which ſfeem+ 

ed to have tumbled from the ſides, that we paſſed 
it with the utmoſt difficuly. In ſhorr, the whole 

appeared like the ruins of a mountain, rent and 
torn by ſome terrible convulſion of nature. 


We now reached the arch, and found beyond it » 


| andy acclivity, interſperſed with fragments of rocks 
and in ſome ſpots covered with graſs, and ſmall ſhrubs, 
This was a joyful diſcovery, and filled our minds 
with the moſt pleaſing ideas. As we proceeded, 
we ſaw on our left hand the tops of ſeveral trees at 
a conſiderable diſtance ; a ſight that elevated ous 


hopes, and animated us to purſue our journey with 


greater celerity. Ar laſt we reached the ſummit of 


the mountain, and were from thence preſented - 


with the moſt beautiful proſpect. 
We found, that the bay in which we had ſuffer- 
ed ſhipwreck, was the fouthern part of an iſland, 
about eight miles in circumference, The northern 
parts were finely diverlified with eminences, valleys, 
trees, lawas, and ſtreams of water. At the weſtern 
extremity of the mountain was a pic, higher than 
any other part; but the whole declivity towards 
the north covered with woods. it is impoſſible for 
me to deſcribe the pleafing ſenſations that filled our 
breaſt 
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breafts on making this fortunate, this joyful diſcove. 
ry: the reader's own Imagination muſt therefore 
ſupply the defect, and paint theſe delightful ideas, 
which it is not in the power of language to convey, 

The beautiful proſpect before us was fo alluring, 
that we made no Jorger ftay on the top of the moun- 
tain than was neceſſary for taking a curfory view of 
this delightful ſpot. We accordingly deſcended 
the northern declivity, and ſoon reached the woods, 
which covered the lower parts of the mountain ; 
and had the ſatisfaction to behold a large number of 
cocoa · trees loaded with fruit; a diſcovery of more 
value to us, than all the glowing gems of the orien- 
tal mines. We plucked of the fruit, and made a 
delicious repaſt, white we allayed our thiiſt from 
the cryſtal water that flowed in rills dowa the de- 
elivity. 

Having thus ſutisſled the calls of Hature, we pur- 
ſued our journey to the foot of the mountain, where 
the wood opened into a moſt enchanting valley, 
through the midſt of which a cryſtal ſtream flowed 
in beautifu meanders. The banks were enamelled 
with the fineſt flowers, and the whole valley, at 
about a hundred paces from the margin af the 
ftream, was bordered with groves of myrtle and 
other trees, wheſe various heights, and different 
ſhades of verdure, exhibited the moſt pleaſing and 


delightful proſpect. 
We approached the margin of this lovely ſtream» 


and fitting down on its banks, under the ſhade of 
a ſpreading myrtle, congratulated each other on 
this fortunate —_ of condition; baving left a 

darren 
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barren rock for a fertile country, a dreary waſltg 
for a paradifaical valley; nor did we forget to pay 
our tribute of praiſe and thankigiving to that Al- 
mighty Being, who {ways the ſceprer of the uni- 
verſe, and bount'tully provides tor all che creatures 
of his hand. 

Bur perfect happineſs is not to be expected in 
this fleeti:.g (tate. Che bitter drugs ot tear and un- 
euſineſs, of rerror and dilappuintment, arc ſo blends 
ed with the plealing ingredients of lie, that neither 
can be enjoyed without a mixture of the other 
This unwelcome truth we now experimentally felt. 
We were ia the center of a delightful valley, a- 
bounding in every thing neceſſary to lite, and pro- 
tuſely decorated by the dædal hand of narure- 
The gentle breeze which fanned the woods, and 
mitigated rhe ſcorching heat of the fun, was loaded 
with fragrance, from odoriferous thurbs and towers, 
that grew with the molt pleaſing In%uriance on this 
charming plain. But we were dctticute of an ha- 
bit tion, a retreat where we might paſs the night 
in ſafety. The iſland, for ought we knew, might 
be inhabited by a ſavage race of mortals, or roci- 
ous beaſts of prey; a thought which coul4 not fail 
of filling our minds with dreadful apprehenfions, 
eſpecially as we wert ftrangers to the iſland, and 
deſtitute of arms for our defence. It was too late 
however to think of returning ro our cavern; but 
whether the woods or open plain afforded us the 
more ſecure retreat, was a queſtion too hard to be 
decided. At laſt we determined to ſpend the night 
in a {mall myrtle grove, near the banks of the ri- 
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vulet, and commit ourſelves to the care and protee. 
tion of Omnipotence, who had hitherto guarded us 
from every danger, and delivered us in the moſt 
alarming moments of diſtrefs. 

This retolution being taken, we repaired to the 
grove, where we made another chearful repaſt on 
the cocoa fruit; and as ſoon as night had drawn 
her ſable curtain over our retreat, laid ourſelves 
down to reſt, with that pleaſing ſecurity which 
reſuks from a firm perſuaſion that a Being of ink- 
uite goo:inets prefides cer the univerſe, and tha! 
all events are directed by his providence. 

We were waked early in the morning by the 
notes of a vaſt variety of birds, aflembled in the 
grove, and where, in all probability, they had, 
like us, paſſed the gloomy hours of the night. 
Perhaps few men ever felt a ſatisfa&tion equal to 
that which filled our breaſts at beholding the eaſtern 
clouds tinged with the glorious rays of the morning, 
and the veil of darkneſs withdrawn from the beauti- 
ful landſcape. We traverſed the lawn with the ut- 
moſt delight, and contemplated the luxuriant pro- 
ductions of nature with rapture and gratitude. The 
ſnall river which flowed through the middle of the 
valley, diſcharged its waters into the ocean at the 
bottom of a five bay, which, being ſhelttred by 4 
ſmall iſland, might be confidered as an excellent 
harbour ; a fight that filled us with the moſt plea- 
ſug ideas, flattering ourſelves, that we ſhould now 
be able to build a veſſel large enough to carry us io 
the continent of America, We had here indecd 
plenty of timber, and could cafily procure a {utbct- 
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ent quantity of cocoa nuts, to ſerve us during our 
voyage. But we had neither nails nor iron to make 
them with, except a few bolts remaining in the 
parts of the wreck, which had been driven on thore 
We did not however doubt but we ihould be able 
to ſurmount this difficulty, and once more reach 
the Mexican thore. 

While we were amuſing ourſelves with theſe 
pleaſing conceptions, and deliberating on the di- 
mentions of our imaginary veilcl, it occurred to us, 
that our tools, and all the ſtores we had preſerved, 
were on the other lide ot the rock; that it was im- 
poilible tor us to bring then to this part of the it- 
land by the road we had taken; and, from all the 
oblervations we had made during our retudence on 
that barren {pot, there was no other to be found. 
This conſideration gave us great uneaſineis; but 
as we hoped we ſhould be able to tiad fome method 
ot overcoming the obitacle, we continued to deibe® 
rate oa the pleaſing deception, aud to build in idea 
a tornudavle veiſel. How reitleſs is the mind of 
man! Never ſatisſied with its preſent condition, 
but continually loagiag for what it cannot enjoy! 
We might have ſpent the remainder ot our days in 
peace md ſecurity, in this lovely vall-y ; for na- 
ture had here provided every thing neceſſary for 
our ſubſiſtence, even without our own labour and 
toil, We were at a diſtaace from the buftle and 
noiſe of the world; and had nothing to fear either 
from the open force of a declared enzmy, or the 
ſecret attempts of a pretended friend. Ambition, 
which has fo often deluged the world _ he 
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blood of its inhabitants, and turned fruitful kingdom, 
into arid waſtes, was a ſtranger here; nor had we 
any thing to apprehend from the envenomed tongue 
of envy. But we conſidered ourſelves as banithed from 
the human ſpecies, and debarred the pleaſures of 
ſocial life. We were anxious to return to our native 
country, and once more viſit our former friends. 
Filled with theſe defires, we viewed with indiffer- 
ence the productions of this delightful ſpot, and 
ſixed our whole attention on the method neceſſary 
to be purſued, in order to conſtruct aveficl large 
enough td carry us from this iſland, the happy re- 
treat of ſilence and tranquillity. 

A variety of projects were formed for bringing 
our ſtores to this part of the ifland ; but at laſt we 
agreed to return to our cavern by the ſame way we 
came, and fetch ſuch tools as were abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary for building a kind of flat-bottomed boat, in 


order to tranſport the remainder, together with the 
particulars we had faved trom the wreck, hither by 
water, round the weſtern point of the rock, which 
we were convinced was at no great diftance. Ac- 
cordingly, we ſet out the next morning early, with 
an intent to view the weſtern ſammit of the mous- 
tain, being perſuaded that we ſhould there be able 
to form an idea how far our ſcheme was practicable, 
and what diſtance it was neceilary to convey our 
ſtores by water. 

After traverſing the woods for a conſiderable 
time, we reached the foot of the pic, and with ſome 
difficulty climbed to its ſummit, from whence we 
had a proſpe d of the whole illand; and perhaps 4 
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more beautiful landic ape than the northern part of 
it was never beheld ; out the ſouthera recalled our 
tyrmer tafterings, and filled us with horror. The 
dreadiul rocks, with their craggy ſummits above 
the lurtace of the water, ftrciching to a great dif- 
tance trom the cliff, exlubited a melanchuly ſcene, 
and filled us wun defpair; tor we percuved that 
any attempt to Carry our ſtores from the rock to 
the other part of the uland in a slight flat botromed 
boat would be attended with the utmel danger, 
and theretore not to be atiempred in a cate like 
ours, which the very toundation ot all our hopes 
depended on their being preferved. 

We now thought oartelves completely wretched, 
and condemned to {pead the remainder ot our lives 
in a dreary foluude, far from our native countrys 
our friends, and even the converſation of the hu. 
man race. How ealily is the human mind exaked 
or deprefied! We aſcended the mountain 1a the 
morning full of hopes, and tull ot expectations: 
but no ſooner had we beheld the rocks extending 
to a great diſtance into the ſea, than all theſe pleat- 
ing ideas vaniſhed, like the glowing paintings on 
a weitern cloud, when the rays are intercepted by 
the horizon. Nothing was heard for ſome time 
but plaintire ſighs, and melancholy cxclamations.* 
We torgot the kindneſs of Provideuce towards us 
and the great reaſoa we had to commit ourſelves 
wholly to his care and protection, whoſe ways are 
unſearchable, and the methods he uſes tor the pre- 
ſervation of his creatures paſt finding out. 

Diſappointed in ovr expectations of being able to 
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convey our ſtores by water to the northern parts of 
the iſland, we determined to erect a ſmall cottage, in 
order to render our lives as comfortable as poſſible, 
till we could find ſome method of bringing what 
we had ſaved from the wreck into this part of the 
iſland. Wich this reſolution we deſcended from the 
top of the lofty pic, and directing our courſe to- 
wards the north-ealt, diſcovered the ſource of the 
river, which ran in meanders thro* the northern 
parts of the iſland. It flowed from a rocky baſon 
on the declivity of one of the eminences, near 
which was a thick grove of trees, where we deter- 
mined to build our habitation, as ſoon as we could 
fetch tools for that purpoſe from the other {ide of 
the rock. We made choice of this ſpot ; becauſe 
if any Indians ſhould by chance land on the iſland, 
they ſhould not eaſily diſcover our retreat, it being 
at a conſiderable diſtance from the mouth of the 
river, the only commodiocs landing- place, and 
at the ſame time concealed by an intervening emi- 
nence. 

At the eaſtern extremity of the grove was a 
rocky precipice, about twenty feet in height, and 
at the foot of it a ſmall cavern, near twelve feet 
long, eight broad, and fix high, which, with a 
little labour, we hoped to make a ſecure ſtore-houſe 
for our goods, and a ſafe retreat for ourſelyes in 
ſtorms and ſevere rains, which we knew were 
ſometime very violent in theſe latitudes. The diſ- 
covery of this ſubterraneous manſion tended greatly 
to raiſe our drooping ſpirits, and baniſh the mel- 
ancholy ideas which had filled our minds, on view- 


ing 
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ing the rocks from the top of the pic. We began 
now to reflect on the kindneſs of Providence towards 
us, and to comfort ourſelves with the pleaſing re- 
fiction, that he who formed and ſupports the uni- 
verſe, beſt knows what is proper for his creatures, 
will provide for all their wants, and deliver them 
from every danger. 

The ſun had now reached the weſtern part of 
heaven, and the craggy ſummits of the mountains 
glowed with the rays of departing day; an intima- 
tion for us to provide a place of retreat, where we 
might ſecurely paſs the gloomy hours of the night; 
and this the cavern, formed by the hand of nature, 
readily offered. Our couch indeed was hard being 
no other than the rock ; but by ſpreading on it a 
conſiderable quantity of leafy branches plucked from 
the neighbouring trees, we were in ſome meaſure 
defended from its aſperities, and laid ourſelves 
down to re, with more ſatisfaction than we had 
hitherto done, knowing that we had nothing to 
fear from the weather, or the copious dews which 
fall here during the night. 

We had not been many hours aſleep before we 
were waked by a terrible clap of thunder, which 
ſeemed to thake the very foundations uf the moun- 
rains. We ſtarted up, and found the heavens in- 
volved in the mot pitchy darkneſs. Nat a ſingle 
ſtar was to be een, nor the leaſt ray of light from 
any interval in the clouds. Nor was the filence 
leſs remarkable than the darxaefſs itſelf; not a 
breath of wind could be heard in the grove; the 
ly noiſe was the ſoft murmurs of the ſtream, 
v.hich 
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which flowed at a ſmall diſtance from our rocky 
babiration. 

While we were reflecting on this ſolemn ſilence, 
and the uncommon darkneſs that ſurrounded us, a 
flaſh of lightning, which ſeemed to ſhrowd the 
whole iſland in a flame of fire, broke our meditation 
and the clap of thunder, more violent, if poſſible, 
than the former, which followed it, made us retreat 
tothe inner parts of our cavern for ſhelter from this 
terrible tempeſt. The rain now began to pour in 
torrents from the clouds; and was followed in leſs 
than half an hour by the moſt terrible ſtorm of wind 
Jever heard. The mingled noiſe of the thunder, 
the waves daſhing againſt the ſhore, and the roaring 
of the winds through the grove, was now as dread- 
ful as the ſilence and darkneſs were before folemn 
and awful. The fterm continued in this manner 
about four hours and then abated; and in an hour 
more the wind was huſhed, the clouds were diſperſ- 


ed, and the moon threw a trembling light over the 


landſcape. 

We were now fully convinced of the care of 
Providence over us, by providing for us ſo comfort. 
able a retreat. Had we ſpent the night, as before, 
in the myrtle grove, we had been expoſed to all the 
horrors of the ſtorm, which might have been at- 
tended with moſt melancholy confequences. Nor 
were we backward in ſhewing our gratitude to that 
Being who had delivered us from ſo many dangers. 

As ſoon as the morning appeared, we left our 
ſtony chamber, and aſcended the acclivity of the 
hill, to view the hayock made by rhe ſtorm among 

the 
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the trees and plants ; tearing left the greateſt part 
of the cocoa-nuts, which were our principal tood 
ſhould be blown down by the wind, and ſwept away 
by the torrents. But we had fon the ſatisfaction 
of finding that our fears were vain ; tor though 
great numbers of them were blowa down, yet there 
ſtill remained more than tuflicient to ſupply our 
wants, and indeed more than we thould be able 
to gather. | 

Being ſatisſicd in this particular, we purſued our 
courſe towards the northern parts of the :{land ; but 
on aſcending an emincnce trom whence we lad a 
view of the harbour, we percerved withia tie and 
a ſmall veſſel without a matt, driving towards the 
ſhore. A light that filled us with picature arid pain. 
We flattered ourſelves that we thoul be able to 
fave her, repair her damages, aud atterwads fal in 
her to the coaſts of America ; but at the lame ume 
we were grieved fur tne crew, whom we did not 
doubt had periſhed in the ſtorm, 

We ſoon reached the ſhore ; and the ſmall ifard 
breaking the waves, we ealily twam on board, and 
with ſome difficulty, brought her a conlterab's way 
up the river into kind of a baſon, formed by the falling 
of aſmall rivulet into the principal ſtream, wnere 
ſhe lay with the {ame eaſe as if in a dock. On ex- 
amining our prize, we found her to bea king of 
double canoe, tormed out of two cedar-trees, and 
faſtened together with wooden pins and ropes made 
of a kind of ſilk-graſs. She was near twenty teer long, 
eiglit broad, and four deep; covered with a fig eK 
well corked, and ths ſcams payed over with a mix - 
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ture of tallow and lime; but being without a maſt 


or fails, we could not tell in what manner ſhe was 
rigged. The head and ſtern were both alike, and 
ſhe ſeemed to have been ſteered with an oar. la 
the center of each of the canoes, was the ſtump of 
of a maſt : bur whether they were only the ſup- 
ports of another, fixed in the center of the veſſel 
or bath of the ſame height, and the ſail fixed be- 
tween them, we could not diſcover ; though, as 
we faw no mark of the foot of a maſt between them, 
we were inclinable to think the latter. As there 
was nothing in her hold, except three or four 
buſhels of Indian corn, about forty yards of cotton- 
cloth, and twenty fathom of rope made of ſilk- gtraſs 
we were inclined to think, that ſhe had broke from 
ſome ifland, at no great diſtance fiom us, and that 
her maſt was blown away in the ſtorm : but this was 
only conjecture ; and as we could not diſcover the 
leaſt ſign of land from the top of the pic, probably 
falſe. 

After attentively ſurveying this ſtrange veſſel, the 
the carpenter declared, that, with the help of a few 
tools and cordage, we might eaſily make her a com- 
modious boat, and large enough to carry us to the 
continent of America. The difficulty therefore 
was how to bring our tools, &c. to that part ci the 
ifland, At length it was agreed to load ourſelves 
with coc0a-outs, and depoſit fome in different parts 
of the road by which we came, and endeavour ro 
bring our tools &c. as were abſolutely neccflary over 
th- ;vcks ; and when we bad furaiihed our velt-l1a 
the beit manger we could, to fail with her into the 
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rocky bay, and take on board the reſt. 

Accardingly, after ſecuring our veſſel with the 
rope we found on board, we {et out on our toilſome 
expedition ; and after fourteen days ſpent in the 
mot fatiguing manner, bad the good fortune to ac- 
complich our withes, bringing with as the tools and 
Cordaye neceilary tor our purpole, together with 
a quadrant and a compaſs, which were tviignatcly 
preieryed in my clit. — 

As it was weccilary tor our veſtc] to continue dry, 
while the Car cater Was waxing the alterations he 
Judged neceiny tw het ſides and bottom, and im- 
poliole for us ty hae her above the high water 
mer, we threw up 4 bank or wall acrals a final! 
{ſwainp or bato ia the tin, into which we had 
with fome ditticulty brougint her, and which was 
dry at low-watcr ; by tlus mcans we were turmibed 
with a kind of wet dock, out of which we could 
bring our vellel when naithed, by pulling dowa the 
wail. 

The carpenter at firſt propoſed to take away near 
ten teet of the tides which ſeparated the two canoes, 
and faſten thein together with pieces ot timber, x- 
ed with trunnels to the bottom, in order to render 
her accommodations more cointortable and conveni- 
ent; but he had forgot that we had hardly any oak- 
um to cork the ſeam, nor pitch or tallow to pay it 
with. We were therefore obliged to diſpenſe with 
this article of convenience, and employ our whole 
attention on thoſe that were abſolutely acceifary tor 
our ſafety. Accordingly we firit fixed a rail along 
her ſides, to prevent our being waſhed over board: 

tor 
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for as the deck was laid on the top of her fides, 
there was nothing to prevent accidents of chat kind. 
Our next difficulty was to fix a rudder : but tins 
could not well be done without iron work, which 
we wanted; and therefore we concluded tv puriue 
the Indian method, and ſteer our veſſei by means of 
an oar or paddle. We allo determined to follow 
their method, and place two mafts in the places 
where che ſtumps were now ſtanding, and to rig 
her with only a ſquare fail, faſtzning the block at 
tne halhards to a croſs- piece hxed between them. 
And as both ends ot het were the ſame, we con- 
cluded that whenever we had occaſion to tack, not 
to put the veſſel about, but to thatt the tail, and let 
that which was betore the ſtern become the head. 
The great delire of once more viſiting the conti- 
nent of America, and joining in couvetſation with 
our tellow creatures, animated us to work on our 
velici with the utmott athduity ; fo that by the lat- 
ter end of September we had compleatly nniſhed 
ail the repairs we judged neceſſary, and on Satur- 
day, the itt ot October 1597, we opened our dock, 
and again n-ored her in the baſon. The fail in- 
deed was only made of the cotton cloth we found 
on board; but we were perſuaded it would be tut- 
fcient to carry us into the bay, where we had can- 
vais ſufficient to make one equally large and dur- 
able. | 
We now applied ourſelves to gather a large quan- 
tity ot cocoa-nuts, to ſerve us during our plage; 
and with great difficulty made a couple of catxets, 
holding about twenty gallons of water, lauch, with 
dis 
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the cooling liquor found in the cocoa - nuts, we 
hoped would be fuſhcient for our voyage. 

Every tag being ready, we let this beautiful 
river on Monday the 17m ot October, aid ia tne 
atternoou reached the bay wiaere we iuitecred ihip- 
wreck. The water was remaixaviy fmooth ; but 
we were feartal ot runding our votet on (hore, tcait 
a ludden gutt of wind forould rue, aud tender IT 
impoitible tor us do get Ur Gil, ine Spanith fea- 
man merefore aaeitvuk to lem On more, and 
fetch the canvals, topes, aud UNE Heciilarics, to 
the waters cdge; winch he accordingly periorined, 
and binding it up ia @ bundie, threw It trom one 
ot the rocks imo the ca, tattining toit the ead of 
a hne, aud hoiding the other iu nis had, in On 
boarcl, and afterwards did the lame wn two of 
the cheits ; by waicch mcaus we 4cquired the neect- 
ſarics we wanted, aud uwincuiaicly procceded on 
Our voyage. 

The trade-wind, which always blos at a certain 
diſtance trom the land, except in iturms, is at N. 
E. to that we could only make our way good 5. E. 
by E. aud on this courte we ſteered ſix days, with- 
gut meeting with any accident; but on the morung 
of the teventh, we had very nale wind, and vari- 
Ahle, which we contiJerel as a ſure preſage of a 
Korm. Nor were we miſtakeo. Tue wind flew to 
the weltward, and blew in a moſt violent manner 
the two next days, and part ot the ſucceedig 
night, fo that we deſpaired of ſurviving fo terrible 
4 commution of the clemeats in our little bark, 
winch we kept conſtantiy before the wind. Provr- 

dence 
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dence however again interpoſed ; the wind ſubfid- 
ed ; but inſtead of flying, as before to the North- 
eaſt, continued its courſe: a ſure indication that 
we were much nearer the land than we expected, 
as the wind is not known to vary till within ſeventy 
leagues of the ſhore. We however purſued our 
courſe to the eaſtward, keeping a good look out fur 
the land, and on the twenty-ninth of October we 
diſcovered the long wiſhed for coalt of America. 
This was a joytul diſcovery; and as the wind 
continued, we a;proached it apace, and by the 
next morning were cl ſc under the land. We now 
looked our for a haven, Itanding to ſouthward, 
and at two in the atteraoon arrived in the harbour 
of Acapulco. 


— . — 


FL AVIA and SINCERITY an 
ALLEGORY. 


8 INCERITTY, the daughter of Hour and 
Integrity, was born at a village far diſtant from the 
m troplis. The worthy couple were unwilling 
to co fine rhemielves in ſuch reurement ; but think- 
ing their darling infant too yhung to be introduced 
into the polite world, and alſo being deſirous of 
knowing what reception they might find in 't, con- 
figned her to the care of a perſon with whom they 
had reſided ſome years. For ſome ſhort time, ſhe 
ſeemed to cheriſh her young charge with the fondeſt 
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attention, but it was only in appearance; for, im- 
mediately on the departure of her old friends, the 
grew diſcontented with the ftation in which the was 
placed, and more aſpiring notions quickly took 
poiſcthoa of her thoughts. She began with appli- 
catioas to ſuch whoſe ability ſcemed to promiſe ſuc- 
ceſs to the ſcheme ſhe had adopted. This took her 
often from home, where ſhe would leave her little 
charge whole weeks, as ſhe knew enough uf the 
world to prevent her taking lincerity on thoſe vilrts, 
wiſely conſidering ſhe might prove an inſurmount- 
able obſtacle to her advancement. A worthy lady 
in that neighbour hood, tceing the child neglected, 
and thiaking ſhe would be a valuable companion to 
her only daughter, requeſted her company, which 
requeſt was ſoon complied with by the other, wha 
was glad to part with a perſon who ſeemed now an 
incumbrance. Sincerity tound herſelt truly happy 
in her new ſituation ; the old lady was remarkably 
fond of her, and the young one received all her 
advances wi:h pleaſure. In ſome viſiis they had 
the mortification to perceive the company of their 
young gueſt was not {© acceptable as they wiſhed» 
but were in hopes, when their acquaintance could 
be made feaſible of her merit, their regard would 
increaſe. Sincerity, aad the young Flavia, were 
inſeparable, and ſome years paſſed without any 
material incidents worth mentioning. The old lady 
thinking it neceſſary that Flavia ſhould ſee more of 
the world, took a houſe in London, but before her 
zourney, wrote tothe perſon who formerly had the 
care of her young friend, for ſome intelligence in 

regard 
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regard to her parents; but the anſwer ſhe retarnat 
was far from being fatisfactory, as ſhe had kept up 
no intercourſe with them for a confiderable time: 
however, as they were people of merit, the morher 
of Flavia made no doubt of hearing of them from 
ſome of her acquaintance in high rank, who came 
to congratulate her return to a place ſhe had been 
abſent from for many years. After the moſt ſtricl 
enquiry, ſhe met with very little ſucceſs ; ſeveral 
de.lared they were well acquainred with their 
names, but chuld never diſcover where they dwelt. 
The good lady was near being impoſed on, at dit- 
ferent times, by perſons who aſſumed the characters 
the was in ſearch of: bat when introduced to Sin- 
cerity, ſhe :mmedJiarely diſcovered them to be vain 
pretender*. Flavia was admitted into moſt of the 
polite afiemblies ; her young friend conftantly at- 
tended her, but foon found her company was not ſo 
acceptable as formerly. Flavia hecame acquaint- 
ed with two young ladies of foreign extraction; 
their names Faſhion and good-Breeding. From the 
time her intimacy with them commenced, her re- 
gard for Sincerity viſibly decreaſed. If the ſome- 
times took her into their company, ſhe was olten 
embarraſſed by faying or giving ear to things the 
was conſcious the other could not approve, and 
from being uneaſy in her company, ſhe fought for 
opportunities to reject her acquaintance. Such a 
behaviour frem one, who for years feemed as part 
of herſelf, wounded the fenfible heart of the flight - 
ed fair-one. She called that h art to a ſtrict exa- 
mina ion, to find out, if poſſible, in what ſhe had 

offended 
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offended her hitherto partial friend; but the reſult 
was, à conſciouſneſs of having acted as became a 
daugÞter of Honour and Integrity. She found her 
abſence was defared ; and having received a private 
intimation where ſhe might join her parents, ſhe 
withdrew from a family wherein ſhe had experieac- 
ed the higheſt pleaſure, and the greateſt miſery. 

If Siacerity hereafter ſhould orice more condeſcend 
to mix in common life, my fair countrywomen 
muſt permit me to adviſe them to court her acquain- 
tance, Ic, like Flavia, after a life of diſſipation, 
they alſo have the mortification to find, inſtead of 
the admiration of many, they have nat the eſteem 
of even ane, and, amongſt a numerous acquain- 
tance, are in want of one of the greateſt bleſhngs in 
life, by not poſſeſſing one real friend. Some per- 
ſons have hinted as if Sincerity and her parents 
were ſettled in ſome diſtant clime ; but we are well 
aſſured their is no foundation for ſuch a report, be- 
ing certain that worthy family is till in this king- 
dom, and retained with the moſt cordial affection 
(from a thorough knowledge of their intrinſic merit) a 


by the greateſt perſonage in it. 
— _ — 
The GENTLEMAN and the BASKET. MAKER; 
A Peruvian Story. 


IK the midſt of that ocean, commonly called the 
Þuth-$ea, lie the iſlands of Solomon. In the cen. 
M m ter 
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ter of theſe lies one, not only diſtant from the reſt, 
which are immenſely ſcattered round it, but alſo 
lager beyond proportion. An anceſtor of the 
priace who now reigns, has, through a long deſcent 
of ages, entail'd the name of Solomon's Ifles on the 
whol:; by means of that wiftom wherewith he 
poliſhed 11 manners of the people. 

A (\eſceudant of one of the great men of this hap- 
py iſland, becoming a gentleman, to fo improved a 
degrec, as to defpife the good qualities which had 
orig naily ennobled his family, thought of nothing, 
but how to ſupport and dif :nguith his dignity, by 
tic pride of an ignorant mind, and a diſpoſition a- 
ba'oned to pleaſure. He had a houſe on the ſea- 
lide, where he ſpent the greateſt part of his time in 
huming and fihing ; but found himſelf at a loſs in 
the purſuit of theſe important diverſions by means 
of a long flip of marſli land, over-grown with high 
recds, that lay between his houſe and the fea. Re- 
ſolving at length, that it became not a man of his 
quality to ſubmit to reſtraints in his pleaſures, for 
the eaſe or conveniency of an obſtinate mechanic; 
and having often endeavoured, in vain, to buy out 
the owner, who was an honeſt poor baſſcet-maker, 
anl whole livecl:iood depended on working up the 
"ys of thoſe rœads, in a nianner peculiar ro himſell, 
Us. geriicinan took advantage of a very high wind, 
and commanded his ſervants to burn down the 
reeds, tuat there might be no obitruction in his walk 
to the ſea- ide. 

The afke- maker, who ſaw himſelf undone, com- 
plained of the oppretbon, in terms mare ſuited to 
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kis ſenſe of ie injury, than the reſpect due to tue 
rank of the offender; and the reward this wavy + 
dence procured him, was the a.limuyval irjuftice of 
blows, and reproaches, and all kinds of infulc aud 
indiguity. 

There was but one way to a remedy, and he 
took it: for, going to the cavial, with marks of 
his hard ufayz: upon hu, ne tirew himlelt ar the 
fect of the king, and procired a citation for his 92» 
prefloc's appearance 3; who, evat-!hng che chacye, 
proceeded to juſtify his behaviour, oy the py x 
man's unmindtulr:fs of the ſubmiſſion, due from 
the vulgar, to gentlemen of rank and diſtinction. 

„ But pray, replicd the kiug, what diſtiaction 
of rank had the grandfuher of your father, when 
being a cleaver of wood, ia the palace of u ancet- 
tors, he was raiſed from à non thoſe vulgar, you 
ſpeak of with ſuch contempt, in reward of an inſtaace 
he gave of his courage ani loyalty, in defence of 
his maſterg Yet his diſtinction was nobler than 
yours: It was the diſtinction of ſoul, not of birtii; 
the ſuperiority of worth, not of fortune? I am foiry 
I have a gentleman in the kingdom, who is bale 
enough to be ignorant, that eaſe and diftintia of 
fortune were beſtowed on him, but to this end, that 
being at reſt from all cares of providing tor himſ-ltf» 
he nught apply his heart, head, and. hand, tor the 
public advantage of others.” 

Here the king, diſcontinuing his ſpeech, fixed an 
eye of indignatioa on a ſullen reſentment of mien, 
which he obſerved in the haughty offender; who 
muttered out his ditlike of the encourageraeat ti 13 

way 
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way of thinking muſt give to the commonalty ; who 
(he ſaid) were to be conſidered as perſons of no con- 
ſequence, in compariſon of men, who were born 
to be honoured, ** Where reflection is wanting, 
(replied the king, with a {mile ot diſdain) men muſt 
find their defects in the pain of their ſutfering, 
Yanhumo, added he, turning to a captain of his 
gallies, ſtrip the injured and the 1njurer ; and, con- 
veying them to one of the moit barburous and re- 
moteſt of the iſlands, ſet them aſhore in the niglit, 
and leave them both to their fortune.” 

The place in which they were landed was a marſh 
under cover of whoſe flags, the gentleman was in 
hopes to conceal himſelf, and give the {lip to a com- 
panion, whom he thought a diſgrace to be foun” 
with. But the lights in the galley having given 
an alarm to the ſavages, a conſiderable body of 
them came down, and diſcovered in the morning, 
the two ſtrangers in their hiding place. Setting up 
a diſmal yell, they ſurrounded them; and advanc- 
ing nearer and nearer, with a kind of clubs, ſeemed 
determined to diſpatch them, without ſenſe of hoſ- 
pitality or mercy. 

Here the gentleman began to diſcover, that the 
ſuperiority of his blood was imaginary: for, be- 
tween a conſciouſneſs of ſhame, and cold, under 
the Hakedneſs he had never been uſed to; a fear of 
the event, from the fiercencſs of the ſavages ap- 
proach ; and the want of an idea, whereby to ſoften 
or divert, their afperity, he tell behind the poor 
ſharer ot his calamity, and, with an unſinew'd, ap- 
prehenſive, unmanlv, ſncakirguels of mein, gave 
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wp the poſt of honour, and made a leader of the 
very man whom he had thought it a diſgrace to 
conlidet as a Companion. 

The batkct-maker, on the contrary, to whom 
the poverty of his conditten had made nakedneſs 
habitual, to whom, a life ot pain aud mortiſication 
repreſented dearh as not dreadtul, and whoſe re- 
membrance of his {kill in arts, of which theſe ſa- 
viges were ignorant, gave lum hopes of becoming 
ſne, trom demoritraiing, that he coul be uſctul, 
moved with bolder and more open freedom ; and, 
having pluck'd an handful of flags, fat down with- 
on emotion; and making ligns, that he would 
ſhew them ſomething worthy their attention, tell to 
work with ſmiles and noodings; while the lavages 
drew near, and gazed in expectation. 

It was not long betore he had wreathed a kind of 
coronet, of pretty workmanſhip; and, riliag wah 
reſpect and fearleſſueſs, approached the lavage, 
who appeared the chief, and placed it gently on his 
head; whoſe figure, under this new ornament, 10 
charmed and ſtruck his followers, that they dropt 
all their clubs, and formed a dance of welcome and 
congrarulation, round the author of to prized a 
favour. 

There was not one, but ſhewed the marks of his 
impatience, to be made as fine as his captain; ſ 
the poor ba{ket-maker had his hands full ot employ- 
ment: and the ſavages obſerving one quite idle, 
while the other was fo buſy in their ſervice, took up 
arms, in the behalt of natural juſtice, and began to 
lay on arguments in favour of their purpoſe. 

The 
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The baſket-maker's pity now effaced the remem- 
brance of his ſufferings: ſo he roſe, and reſcued 
his oppreſſor, by making ſigns, that he was igno- 
rant of the art; but might, if they thought fit be 
uſefully employed, in waiting on the work, and 
fexching flags for his ſupply, as faſt as he ſhould 
want them. 

This propoſition Inckly fell in wich a deſire the 
ſavages expreſſed to k:ep themſelves at leifure, that 
they might crowd bund, and mark the progreis of 
a work they took {uch pleaſure in. They left the 
gentleman, therefore, to his duty, in the baſket- 
maker's ſervice; and conlidered him, from that 
time forward, as one who was, and ought to be 
treated as inferior to their benefactor. 

Men, wives, and children, from all corners of 
the iſland, came in droves for coronets : and, ſet- 
ting the inſtructed gentleman to work, to gather 
boughs and poles, made a tine hut, to lodge the 
baſſcet· maker; and brought down daily from the 
country ſuch proviſion as they lived upon themſelves 
taking care to offer the imagined ſervant nothing, 
till his maſter had done eating. 

Three months rellection in this mortified condi - 
tion, gave a new and juſt turn to our genileman's 
improved ideas; inſomuch, that lying weeping, 


and awake, one night, he thus confeſſed his ſenti- 


ments in favour of the baſſcet- maker. I have 
been to blame, and wanted judgment, to diſtin- 
guiſh between accident and excellence. When I 
thould have meaſured nature. I but looked to va- 
rity. The preference which fo; . ine gives, is emp- 
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ty, and imaginary ; and, I perceive, too late, that 
only things of uſe are, gturally, honourable. I am 
aſhamed, when I compare my malice, to remember 
your humanity: but, if the gods ſhould pleaſe to 
call me to a repoſſeſſion of my rank, and havpineſs, 
x would divide all with you, ia atonement of my 
juſtly puniſhed arrogance.” 

He promiſed, and performed his promiſe : for 
the king, ſoon after, ſent the captain, who had 
landed them, with preſents to the ſavages ; and 
ordered him to bring both back again. And it con- 
tinues to this day a cuſtom in that iſland, to degrade 
all gentleman who cannot give a better reaſon for 
their pride, than that they were born to do nothing, 
And, the word for this due puniſhment, is, 

Send him to the baſket-maker's. 


—ͤä — - 


ADVENTURE of a YOUNG ENGLISH 
OFFICER among the ABENAKEE SAVAGES. 


Donic the laſt war in America, a band of ſa- 
vages having ſurpriſed. and defeated a party of the 
Engliſh, ſuch of thoſe as were not actually killed on 
the ſpot had very little chance of getting away 
from enemies who where much more quick of foot 
than they, and who, purſuing them with unrelent- 
ing fury, uſed thoſe whom they overtook with a 
barbarity almoſt without example, even in thoſe 
countries. 
A young Engliſh officer, preſſed by two ſavages 
why 
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who were making at him with uplifted hatchets, 
had not the leaſt hope of eſcaping death, and thought 
of nothing now but to fell his life as dear as he 
could. Juſt then, an old ſavage, armed with a 
bow, drew near him, in act to pierce him with an 
arrow; but after taking aim at him, all on a ſud- 
den he drops his point, and runs to throw himſelf 
between the young Engliſhman and the two barba · 
rians, who were going to maſſacre him. Theſe 
drew back out of reſpect to the motions ot the old 
man, who, with ſigns of peace, took the officer by 
the hand, after removing his apprehenſion by friend- 
ly geſtures, and carried him home with him to his 
hut. There he treated him with great humanity and 
gentleneſs, leſs like his ſlave than his companion. He 


taught him the Abenakee language, and the coarſe 


arts infuſe among the people. They lived very well 
ſatisſied with each other. One only point of the old 
man's deportment could not but give the young 
officer ſome uneaſineſs; he would ſometimes ſur- 
prize the ſavage fixing.his eyes upon him, when, 
after looking long and ſtedfaſtly at him, he would 
let fall ſome tears. 

However, on the return of the ſpring, the Aben- 
akees took the ficld again, and proceeded in queit 
of the Engliſh. 

The old man, who had till remains of vigour 
enough to bear the fatigues of war, went along 
with his countrymen, not forgetting to take his 
priſoner with him. They made a march above two 
hundred leagues, through the trackleſs wilds and 


foreſts of that country, till at length they came 
v/.thin 
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within view of à plain in which they diſcovered an 
Pngliſh camp. This the old ſavage ſhewed to his 
young companion, at the ſame time eyeing him 
wiſftfully, and marking his countenance. ©* There 
(lays he) are thy brothers waiting to give us battles 
What ſayeſt thou? I preferved thee from deat I 
have taught thee to build canoes; to make bow. 
and arrows; to catch the deer of the foreſt: to 
wield the hatchet ; with all our arts of war. What 
waſt thou when I took thee home to my dwelling ? 
thy hands were as the hands of a mere child, they 
could ſervę thee but little for thy defence, and leſs 


yet for providing thee means of ſuſtenance. Thy 


ſoul was in the dark: thou wen a ſtranger to all 
neceflary knowledge. To me thou oweſt life, the 
means of life, every thing. L Couldſt thou then 
be ungrateful enough to go over to join thy country- 
men, and to lift the hatchet againſt us?? 

The young Engliſhman made anſwer, that he 
ſhould, it was true, have a juſt repugnance to the 
carrying arms againſt thoſe of this own nation, but 
that he would neyerturn them againſt the Aben* 


akees, whom, ſo long as he ſhould live, * would 


conſider as his brothers. 

As this the ſavage dejected his head, * lifting 
1p his hands he covered his face with them, as it 
were in a deep meditation, After he had remain- 
ed ſome rime in this attitude, he looked earneſtly 
at the Engliſh officer, and faid te him in a tone of 
grief, mixed, with tenderneſs, © Haſt thou a 
father? “ He was alive, anſwered the young 
man, when I left my country.“ Oh, how un- 

N a happy 
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happy muſt he be! ſaid the ſavage.---After a mo- 
ment's pauſe he added, Doft thou not know that 
I too was once a father? Alas! I am no longer one. 
No: Jam no longer a father! I ſaw my fon fall in 
battle. He fought by the fide of me. I ſaw him 
die like a man, die, covered with wounds as he 
fell. Bur I revenged him.” 

As he pronounced theſe words with the moſt pa- 
thetic empaſis, he ſhuddered : he ſeemed to breathe 


with pain, choaked with inwards groans, which he 


was endeavouring to ſtifle, His eyes looked wild, 
but no tears came from them. Little by little the 
violence of his agitatious ceaſed : he grew calm, 
and turning towards the eaſt, he pointed to the 
riſing ſun, and ſaid to the young Engliſhman. 
* Seett thou yon beauteous luminary, the ſun in 
all its ſplendor ? does the fight of it afford thee any 
pleaſure? - Undoubtedly, anſwered the officer, 
who can behold fo fine a ſky without delight?“ - 
And yet to me it no longer gives any!“ ſays the 
ſavage. After pronouncing theſe few words he 
turned, and caſting his eye on a buſh in full flower, 
„ See ! ſaid he, young man, does not that gay ap- 
pearance of flowers give thee a fort of joy to look at 
it?” © [t does indeed,“ replied the officer. And 
yet, ſays the old man, it delights not me!“ adding, 
with ſome degree of impetuoliity,  ** depart,---haſte, 
---fly to yon camp of thy friends. Get home, that 
thy father may ftill fee with pleaſure the rifing of 
the fun, and the flowers of the ſpring.” 
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ARDOSTAYN, an Eaſtern Story. 


Wenk the worſhip of Aſia firſt beams upon the 
waves of Indus, ſtood a magnificent palace, wich 
had been the reſidence of kings through a long 
fuccethon of ages. There eaſtern luxury ſeemed 
to have exhauited itſelt; the ſtructure was embe]- 
liithed with all che elegance of art, and all the rrches 
ot nature were collected in the gardens. 

Ot the princes who inhabited this delightful ſeat, 
ſome had been s2nowned for magniſicence, and o- 
tners adorned with compalkon ; tome had been diſ- 
tinguuhed by the arts of war, and others had ſhone 
in the province of civil goverament ; but moſt, even 
of thele, had fallen a ſacriſice to cruelty, to jealouſy, 
or to malice. To the ear of that power which had 
placed them on the throne of Bavah, malice had tre- 
quently repreſented magaihcence as rivalry, com- 
paiſion as a view to popularity, courage as an ambi- 
non of power, and well-dirccted government as a 
deſign to govern- 

The latt of the princes tluit vere eminent on the 
thione of Bavah was Arduſtaa. The reputation ot 
his wiſdom increaſed as the current of Indus, and 
Ardottan trembled at his growing tame. In a re- 
tired alcove of his gardens he late and thus renec- 
ted. How dangerous is the condition of deputed 
power! in which vice and virtue abke load to tuin. 
Should 1 become totally ncgligent of the intzreſts 
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of my people, ſhould I remit the hand of govern. 
ment, drop the ſcales ot juſtice and the ſcepter of 
command, report would fly ſwifter than the ſpirit 
of the winds, and declare that Ardoſtan was 4 
wreich unworthy of life. On the other hands 
thould i perliſt in the faithful diſtribution of juſtice, 
reſtrain the vicious and advance the worthy, vice, 
whether puniſhed or neglected, wouid employ her 
arts againit me; and is it of conſequence whether 1 
fall by my virtues or by my crimes?” 

The ſpirit Bajul. the guardian of virtue, heard 
the thoughts ot Ardoſtan, and appeared betore 
him. 

Child of the duſt, ſaid the ſpirit, with a com- 
poſed ſeverity, ceaſe thy idle fears. Shall thy con- 
cern tor a being, which paſſeth away like the 
ſhadow of a cloud, interfere a moment with the 
| everlaſting intereſt of virtue? Thou art appointed 
a ſtation which requires thy attendance but 
to a ſhort time at moſt, and ſhouldſt thou be cut off 
ſooner than thy being would have terminated in the 
courſe of nature, thou wilt be the more fortunate 
in {proportion as thy taik will be ſhorter, and the 
Tewards of thy labour more ſpeedily obtained. For 
know, Ardoſtan, if thou perſeveteſt in the paths ot 
virtue, they will finally lead thee to the ſociety ot 
thoſe approved princes, who have neither been dii- 
ſuaded nor deterred from the diſctarge of their 
duty.“ 

* Mighty Bajnl, replied Ardoſtan, pardon the 
frailties of the chil'r 2a of death! but wilt thou now 
fauisty me? Is it thy benevolence to the inhabitants 
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of the earth that makes thee encourage virtue by 
the profpet of future rewards? Doeſt thou this 
merely to preſerve the peace and order of human 
lite, or are there indeed ſuch rewards? Could +4 
have the leaſt hope af enjoying that ſociety thou 
ſpeakeſt of, to me the thorny parhs uf virtue would 
be farrer than the-nelds of Pera, when the daughters 
of the ſpring diſplay their b-ſoms. 

Te angel of vircuc diiappearet, Ardoftan look - 
ed with grief after the depa:tmg fpirit, and bes 
heart reproach! bim with his incredulity ; but 
when he ratfed his eye f om the ground, where re- 
gret had kxed it, he be ela arouny hei alcove a nun- 
ber of beings whoſe appcarance tyoke their immor- 
tality. The prince continued in ſitent aſtoniſhmeat, 
till one of the celeſtial band aldret him in the fol- 
jowing words. Thou chat fineſt on the throne 
of Bavah, and reſembloſt the father of nature in the 
diſpenſation of juſtice, be aſſured that thy virtues 
are recorded in the volume of eternity. That thou 
mayeſt be convinced of the truth of future rewards, 
the ſpirit Bajul has commanded us, who were thy 
predeceſſors in the kingdom of Bavah, to appear 
perſonally before thee. Know us by the enſigns of 
royalty we wear, and which we have not only aſ- 
ſumed for thy conviction, but for thy inſtruction 
and encouragement, attended particularly to the 

fate of theſe princes. | 
« Behold that prince with the bold and determi- 
ned aſpect! he oppoſed the imperial law which 
would have miſerably oppreſſed the poor inhabitants 
of Bavah, and bravely periſhed in the defence of 
y his 
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his ſubjects. He is not now inveſted with any ſu- 
perior honours, becauſe he is in a place where 
power is not conſidered as the means of happineſs, 
but his virtues are recorded, and he is diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of The friend of the oppreſſed.” 
© The prince who ſtands next him, with the 
the mild and open countenance, when on the throne 
of Bavah, was in reality the father of his people. 
He ſtudied their intereſts with unremutiog care, 
and relicved their neceſlties with the tenderneſs of 
a parent. The hours that the indoleat devote to 
reit, and the licentious to pleaſure, he employed 
in conſulting the advantage of his ſuhjects, and in 
forming ſuch plans of governmeat as ſhould be 
molt conducive to civil happinels. Envy repreſent” 
ed him as a ſpecious traitor to his emperor, and 
haſtened his paſſage to the maotions of felicity. 

4% Moft of the other princes, whom thou ſeeſt in 
this train, like theſe have been virtuous, and like 
theſe have ſuffered ; if the diſtinctions of fame and 
the days of felicity they enjoy, can make thee fear- 
leſs of their fate on earth, perſiſt in virtue, and we 
ſhall bebold thee again.” 

The heart of Ardoſtan was expanded with Joys 
as the ſun- flower by the beams of the morning, 
The cold hand of fear no longer chilled his ſpirits : 
he redoubled his aſſiduities in every princely virtue 
and his government became the object of univerſal 
admiration. Envy beheld him with ſilent anguiſh. 
She aimed her arrow at his breait, but the {pir:c 
Bajul ſcized it as it flew. Ardoitan was depoſed, 
and retired to the fields of Pera. The pleaſures 
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that fill the train}of virtue, ſtrewed flowers upon his 
ſofa, and at laſt accompanied his departing fpirit to 
the immortal ſynod of patriot kings- 


A STORY of KING JAMES. 1- 


K James being apt to talk to his courtiers 
in time of divine ſet vice, a certain bithop, who was 
preaching before him, made a full ſtop in his ſer. 
mon, as often as he perceived the king engaged in 
difcourſe. His majeſty aſking him the occaſion 
the biſhop told kim, He could not think it conſiſtent 
with good manners to interrupt his majeſty ; which 
modeſt reproct was taken well and had a good effect. 


A True Story of the DUKE of MONTAGUE. 


Soon after the concluſion of the late peace, the 
late duke of Montague had obſerved that a middle 
aged man, in ſomething like a military dreſs, of 
which the lace was much tarnithed, and the cloth 
worn thread-bare, appeared at a certain hour in the 
park, walking to and fro in the mall, with a kind 
of mournful ſolemnity, or ruminating by himſelf 
on one of the benches, without taking any more 
notice of the gay crowd that was moving before 
him, than of ſo many emmetrg on an ant-hill, or a- 
toms dancing in the fun. 
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This man the duke ſingled out as likely to be 8 
fit object for a frolic. He began therefore by mak- 
ing ſome enquiry concerning him, and ſoon learned 
that he was an unfortunate poor officer, who having 
laid out his whale ſtock in the purchaſe of a com- 
miſſion, had behaved with great bravery in the war. 
in hopes of preferment, but upon the concluſion of 
the peace, had been reduced to ſtarve upon half-pay. 
This the duke thought a favourable circumſtance for 
his purpoſe ; but he learned, uvon further enquiry, 
that the captain having a wife and ſeveral children, 
had heen reduced to the neceſſity of ſending them 
into Yark-ſhire, whither be conttantly remitted them 
one moiety of his half-pay, which would not ſub- 
liſt them nearer the metropolis; and referved the 
other moiety to keer kimfelt upon the ſpot, where 
alone he could hope to obtain a more advantageous 
lit uation. Theſe particulars afforded a new ſcope 
for the duke's genius, and he immediately began 
his operations, 

After ſome time, when every thing had been pre- 
pared, he watched an opportunity, when the cap- 
tain was fitting alone on one of the benches in the 
park, buried in ſpeculation, to ſend his gentleman 
to him with his compliments, and an invitation to 
dinner next day. The duke having placed himſelt 
at 4. convenient diſtance, ſaw his meſſenger ap- 
proach without being perceived, and begin to ſpeak 
without being heard, he ſaw his intended gueſt 
ſtart at length from his reſverie, like a man frighted 
out of a dream, and gaze with a fooliſh look of 
woglzr and peiplexity at the perſon that accoſted 
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him, without ſeeming to comprehend what 
he faid or believe his ſenſcs when it was repeated 
to him, In ſhort, he ſaw with the utmoſt ſatiſ- 
faction all that could be expected, in the looks, be- 
haviour, and attitude of a man addreſled in fo a. 
brupt and unaccountable a manner; and as the 
ſport depended upon the man's ſenſibility, he diſ- 
covered ſo much of that quality on ſtriking the tirſt 
ſtroke, that he promiſed himſelf ſucceſs beyond 
his former hopes, He was told, however, that 
the captain returned thanks for the honour intended 
him, and would wait upon his grace at the time 
appointed. When he came, the duke received him 
with particular marks of civility, and taking him 
aide, with an air of great fecrecy and importance, 
told him that he had deſired the favour of his com. 
pany to dine chiefly upon the account of a lady, 
who had long had a tender regard for him, and 
had expreſſed a particular deſire tu be in his com- 
pany, which her ſituation had made it impoſſible 
to accompliſh, without the aſſiſtance of a friend; 
that having learnt theſe particulars by accident, he 
had taken the liberty of bringing them together, 
and added, that he thought ſuch an act of civilicy, 
whatever might be the opinion of the world, could 
be no impeachment ot his honour. During th's 
diſcourſe the duke removed the profound aſtuniſh- 
ment, and various changes of contuſion that ap- 
peared in the captain's face, who, after he had a 
little recovered himſelf, began a ſpeech with great 
ſolemnity, in which the duke perceived he was 
labouring to inſiauate, in the beſt manner he could, 
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that he douted whether he was not impoſed upon, 

and whether he ought aot to reſent it; and there- 

fore to put an end to his difficulties at once, the duke 
laid his hand on his breaft and very devoutly ſwore, 
that he had told him nothing that he did not believe 
upon good evidence to be true. 

When word was brought that dinner was ſerved, 
the captain entered the dining room with great 
curioſity and wonder; but his wonder was un- 
ſpeakably increaſed, when he ſaw at the table his. 
own wife and children. The duke had begun his 
trohc by ſending for them out of Yorkſhire, and 


had as much, if not more aſtoniſhed the lady, than 


he bad her hufband, to whom he took care he 
thould have no opportunity to fend a Etter. 

It is much more eaſy to conceive than to defcribe 
x meeting ſo ſudden, unexpected and extraordinary; 
it is ſuflicient to ſuy that it afforded the duke the 
higheſt entertainment, who at length, with much 
Hfficulty, got his gueſts quitly ſeated at his table, 
and perfuaded them to fall to without thinking 
vither of yeſterday or to-morrow. It happened 
that ſoon after dinner was over, word was broughy 
to-the duke, that his lawyer attended about ſome 
bufineſs by his grace's order. The duke, willing 
to have a ſhort truce with the various enquiries of 
the captain about his family, ordered the lawyer to 
% introduced, Who pulling out a deed that the 
duke was to in, was directed to read it, with an 
apology to the Fompany for the interruption. The 
lawycr accurdingily began to read, when, to com- 
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pleat the adventure, and the corifaliun and aſtoniſh- 
ment of the poor captain and his wit, me deed ap- 
peared to be a fertlemenr, which the duke lad 
mae upon them, of a genreel fufhcrency tor lite, 
Having gravely heard the inſtrument read, without 
appearing to take any notice of the emotion of his 
gueſts, he ſigned and ſealed it, and delivered n in- 
to the captain's hand, deſiring him to accept it 
without compliments, ** For, tays he, I aſſure your 
it is the laſt thiog 1 would have done, if I had 
thought I could have employed my money or my 
ume more to my fatsfation any other way.” 

— —_— ND — — 


DAMON and PTT H IAS. 
A ftriking Inſtance of Friendſhip. 


HEN Damon was ſentenced, by Dionyſius the 
tyrant of Syracuſe, to die on ſuch a day, he pray- 
ed permiſſion, to retire, in the interim, to his own 
country, to ſet the affairs of his diſconſolate family 


in order. This the tyrant intended moft peremp- 


torily to refuſe, by granting it, as he conceived, 
on the impoſſible condition, of his procuring ſome 
one to remain as hoſtage for his return, under e- 
qual forfeiture of life. Pythias heard the condition, 
and did not wait for an application on the part of 
Damon. He inſtantly offered himſelf to durance, 
in place of his friend; and Damon was accordin;;- 
ly, ſet at liberty. 

The 
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The king, and all his courtiers, were aſtonuthed 
at this action, as they could not account tor it, of 
any allowed principles. delt - intereſt, in their judg- 
ment, was the ſole mover ot human affairs; and 
they looked on virtue, triendihip, benevolence, love 
of country, and the like, as terms, invented by the 
wite, to impoſe upon the weak. They theretore, 
imputed this act of Pythias to the extravagance 
ot his folly ; to the detect of head, mer.,y ; 
And, no way, to any virtue, or good quality of 
heart. | 

When the day ot the deſtined execution drew 
near, the tyrant had the curiolity to viit Pythias 
in his dungeon.---Having reproached him for the 
romantie ttupidity of his conduct, and railled him 
ſome time on his madneſs, io prefunung, that Da- 
mon, by his return, would prove as great a fool as 
himſelt.---** My Lord,” faid Pythias, wich a firm 
voice, and noble aſpect, ** I would it were poſſible, 
that I might ſuffer a thouſand deaths, rather than 
my friend ſhould fail. in any one article of his honour, 
He cannot fail therein my lord. I am as confident 
ot his virtue as Iam of my own exiſtence. But 1 
pray, I beſech the gods, to preſerve the life and 
the integrity of my Damon together. Oppoſe him 
ve winds! prevent the eagernels and impatience of 
his honourable endeavours ! and ſuffer him not to 
arrive, till, by my death, I have redeemed a life, a 
thouſand times of more cont-quenc?, of more eſti” 
mation, than my own; more ettimable to his lovely 
wife, to his precious little innocents, to his friends, 
70 his country. O! Kare me not to die the mo 
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ot deaths in my Damon.” Dionyſius was awed and 
confounded by the dignity of theſe ſentiments, and 
by the manner, in wtuch they were uttered. He 
felt his heart ftruck by a flight ſenſe of invading 
truth; but it ſerved, rather to perplex than unde. 
ceive him, He heſitated. He would have ſpoken» 
But he looked down ; and retired in lilence. 

The fatal day arrived. Pythias was brought 
forth; and walked, amidſt the guard, with a ſeti- 
ous, but ſatisfied air, to tne place of execution. 


Dionyſius was already there. He was exalted on . 


a moving throne drawn by ix white horte3, and iat 
penſive and attentive to the demeanour of the priſ- 
oner. Pythias came. He vauiced hyiitly on the 
ſcattold, and beholding for ſome time the apparatus 
ot death, he turned, and, with a plealing counten- 
ance, thus addreſſed the aff-mbly.---** My prayers 
are heard. The gods are propitious. You know, 
my friends, that thy winds have been contrary till 
veſterday. Damon could not come: he could 
not conquer impoiſibilities. He will be here to- 
morrow : and the blood which is ſhed to-day, ſhall 
have ranſomed the life of my friend.----O ! could I 
_ eraſe from your boſoms, every doubt, every mean 
tuſpicion, of the honour of the man for whom I 
am about to ſutfer, I ſhould go to my death, even 
as I would to my bridal. Be it ſufficient, in the 
mean time, that my friend will be found neble--that 
his truth is unimpeachable----that he will ſpeedily 
approve it V that he is now on his way, hurrying on 
acculing himſelf, the adverſe clements, and the 


gods. But 1 haſten to prevent his ſpeed.---Execu- 
uouet 
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tioner do your office.” As he pronounced the laft 
words, a buzz began to ariſe among the remoteſt of 
the people. A diſtant voice was heard. The 
crowd caught the words; and ftop, ſtop the exc. 
cution, was repeated by the whole aflembly. A man 
came at full ſpeed. The throng gave way to his 
approach. He was mounted on a ſteed of foam. In 
an inſtant, he was off his horſe, on the ſcaffold, and 
held Pythias ftraitly embraced. © You are fate,” 
he cried ; “ you are ſafe, my friend, my beloved-- 


the gods be praiſed, you are fate! I now, have no- 


thing but death to ſuffer : and I am delivered from 
the anguiſh of thoſe reproaches, which I gave myſelf 
for having endangered a life ſo much dearer than 
my own.” Pale, and almoſt ſpeechleſs, in the 
arms of his Damon, Pythias replied, in broken ac- 
cents Fatal haſt !---Cruel impatience !--- What 
envious powers have wrought impothbilities in your 
favour.”---But 1 will not be whoiivy diſapointed. 

Since I cannot die to fave, I will not ſurvive you.“ 
Dionyſius heard, beheld and conſidered all, with 
aſtoniſhment. His heart was touched: his eyes 
were opened: and he could no longer refuſe his aſ- 
ſcat to truth, fo inconteſtibly proved by facts. 
He deſcended from his throne. He aſcended the 
ſcaffold. © Live; live; ye incomparable pair!“ 
he exclaimed. ** Ye have born unqueſtionable teſ- 
timony to the exiftence of virtue: and that virtue 
equally evinces the certainty of the exiſtence of a 
God, a God, to reward n.---Live happy! live re- 
nowned! And, O! form me by your precepts, 
as you have invited me by your example, to be 
worthy of the participation of ſo ſacred a . 
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The WOODEN LEG; An HELVETIC TALE. 
From the German of GESNER. 


Ox the mountain from whence the torrent of 
Runti precipitates into the valley, a young ſhep- 
herd fed his goats. His pipe called echo gayly 
from the hollow rocks, and echo bid the vallies 
ſeven times reſound his ſongs melodious. On a 
ſudden he perceived a man climbing with pain the 
mountain's ſide, The man was old; years had 
blanch'd his head, A ſtaff bent beneath his heavy 
tottering ſteps, for he had a wooden leg. He ap- 
proached the young man, and ſeated himſelf by him 
on the moſs of rock. The young ſhepherd looked 
at kim with ſurpriſe, and his eyes were fixed on the 
wooden leg. My fon, ſaid the old man ſmiling, 
do you not think that, infirm as I am, I ſhould have 
done better to have remained 1n the valley ? Know, 
therefore, that I make this journey once a-year, 
and this leg, as you ſee it, my friend, is more ho- 
nourable to me, than are to many the moſt ſtraight 
and active. I don't doubt, father, replied the ſhep- 
herd, but it is very honourable to you, though, I 
I dare ſay, another would be more uſeful. Wirh- 
out doubt, you are tired. Will you diink fore 
milk from my goats, or ſome of the freth warer 
that ſpouts below from the hollow of tice rock? 
OLD M. TI like the frankneſs painted on thy 
viſage. A little freſi water will be ſufficient. It 
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you will bring it me hither, you ſhall hear the hiſi 
tory of this wooden leg. The young ſhepherd ran 
to the fountain, and ſoon returned. 

When the old man had quenched his thrift, he 


ſaid, let young people, when they behold their 


fathers maimed, and covered over with ſcars, adore 
the Almighty power, and bleſs their valour ; for 
without that, you would haye bowed your necks 
beneath the yoke, inftead of thus baſking in the 
ſun's warmth, and making the echoes repeat your 
joyful ndtes. Mirth and gaiety inhabit theſe hills 
and valleys, while your ſongs reſound from one 
mountain to another. Liberty ! ſweet liberty! 
All we fee around us is our own. We cultivate 
our own fields with pleaſure. The crops we reap 
are ours; and the time of the harveſt is with us 
rejoicing days. 

YOUNG SHEP. He does not deſerve to be a 
freeman, who can forget that his liberty was pur- 
chaſed with the blood of his forefathers. 

OLD M. But who, in their place, would not 
have done as they did ? Ever fince that bloody day 
of Neſels, I come once a-year to the top of this 
mountain; but I perceive that I am now come for 
the laſt time. From hence I ſtill behold the order 
of the battle where liberty made us conquerors, 
See, it was on that fide the army of the enemy 
advanced; thouſands of lances glittered at a diſtance 
with more than two hundred hqrſemen covered with 


ſumptuous armour. The plurftes that ſhaded their 
helmets nodded as they marched, and the earth re- 
founded with their horſes hoofs. Our liatle troop 


Was 


INSTRUCTOR 297 


was already broke. We were but three or four 
hundred men. The crics of the defeat were re- 
echoed from every fide, and the ſinoke of Neſels 
ia flames filled the valley, and ſpread with horror 
along the mountalas. However, at che bottom of 
a hill, Where we now are, our chief had placed him- 
ſelf. He was there, where thoſe two pines thoat 
up from the edge of that pointed rock. I think 1 
fee him now ſurrvanded by a fnall number of war- 
riors, firm, immovcable, aud calling around him 
the duperſed troops. I hear the ruftiing of the 
ſtandard that he waved in the air; it was like the 
found of the wind that prece des a kuriticane. From 
every fide they ran towards him, Doſt thou 
ſee thoſe floods ruth down from the mountain? 
Stones, rocks, and trecs, overthrown, and rain 
oppoſe their courſe; they o'Qrlean, or bear down 
all before them, and meet roveiher at the bottom 
of that pool: So we ran to the cry ot our general, 
cutting our way through the enemy. Ranked a- 
round the hero, we mye a vow, and Cod was our 
witneſs, to conquer or die. Ihe enzmy, advance 
ing in order of battle, poured down impstuoully 
upon us; we attacked them in dur turn Eleven 
times we returned to the charge, but, always for- 
ced to retire to the ſhelter of thele hills, we there 
Cloſed our ranks, and became unihaken as the rock 
by which we were protected. At lait, intorced by 
thirty Swils warriors, we fell tuddeuly on the ens- 
my, like the tall oi a mountain, or as lune, mighty 
rock deſcends, rolls through the torsit, and with 
a borrid cruth lays walte the wees tat nucrrupt its 
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courſe. On every ſide the enemy, both horſe and 
foot, confounded in a muſt dreadtul tumult, over- 
threw each other to eſcape our rage. Grown furi- 
ous by the combat, we trode under foot the dead 
«nd dying, to extend vengeance and death till far- 
ther. IT was in the middle of the battle. A horſe- 
man of the enemy in his flight rode over me, and 
craſhed my leg. The ſoldier, who fought the 
near ſt to me, ſeeing my condition, took me on 
his hauldets, and ran with me out of the field of 
battle. A holv father was proſtrate on a rock not 
tir diſtant, and imploring Heaven to aid us.--Take 
care. good father, of this warrior, my deliverer 
cried ; he has fought like a ſon of liberty! He ſaid» 
and flew back to the combat. The victory was 
urs, my ſon, it was ours! but many of us were 
ſeſt extended on the heaps of the enemy. Thus 
the weary mower repoſes on the ſheaves himſelt has 
made. I was carey attended; I was cured ; but 
never could find out the man to whom I owe my 
fie. I have ſought him in vain, I have made vows 
and pilurioaces,thit ſome faint of paradiſe, or fome 
angel, would reveal him to me. But, alas! all 
„ efforts rave been fruitleſs. I ſhall never in this 
lie bsw hm my gratitude. The young thepherd, 
twins cute the old warrior, with tears in his eyes 
Lids Ne, father, in this life you can never ſhew 
„n Your gratitude. The old man, furprifed, cried, 
tens! wiat dot thou lay? Doſt thou know, 
n, ſon. who my deliverer was? 
YOUNG SHFP. I am much deceived, if it 
d not ing tails. Otten has he told meg the {tory 
(1 
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of that battle, and often have I heard him fav, I 
wonder if the manl carried from the battle be ſtillalivs. 

OLD M. O God! O angels of heaven! was 
that generous man thy father? 

YOUNG SHEP. He had a ſcar here (pointing 
to his left cheek :) he had been wounded with a 
lance ; perhaps it was before he carried you from 
the held. 

OLD M. His cheek was covered w.th blood 
when he bore me off. O my child! my fon! 

YOUNG SHEP. He died two years ago; and 
as he was poor, I am forced tor ſubſiſtence to k2ep 
theſe goats. The old man embraced him, ard ſaid, 
Heaven be praiſed! I can recompence thee for jus 
generolity. Come, my toi, come with me, and 
let ſome other keep thy guats. 

They deſcended the hill together, and walked 
towards the old man's dwelling. He was rich in 
jand and flocks, and a lovely daughter was his only 
heir. My child, ſid he to her, he that faved my 
life was the father of this young hepherd. If thou 
canſt love him, I ſhall be 1-appy to fee you umted. 
The young man was an amiable perſon ; health and 
pleaſure ſhone in his countenance ; locks of yellow 
gold ſhaded his forehead, and the fparkiing lire of 
his eyes was luttened by a ſweet modelty. tie 
young maiden, with an ingenuous referve, al«ed 
three days to reſolve; but the third appeared ty her 
a very long one. She gave her hand to the young 
ſneplierd; and the old man with teas ot joy ſaid ty 
them: My bleſling reſt upon you, my children? 
This day has made me the mouit happy of wortals. 

REMARKABLE 
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REMARKABLE MANNER BY WHICH FES. 
CAMP WAS SURPRISED. 


W ib this fort was taken by Biron from the 
league, in the garriſon that was turned out of it, 
there was a gentleman, called Bois-roſe, a man of 
ſenſe and courage, who making an exit ohſerrati- 
on of the place, and having concerted his ſcheme, 
contrived to get two ſoldiers, whom he had bound 
to his intereſt, to be received into the new gar- 
ruſun which was put into Feſcamp, by the ropaliſts. 
That ſide of the fort next the ſea, is a perpendicu- 
lar rockiſix hundred feet high, the bottom of which, 
for about the height of twelve feet, is continually 
waſhed by the ſea, except four or five days in the 
year, during the utmoſt receſs of the ſea, when for 
the ſpace of three or four hours, it leaves fifteen 
or twenty fathom of dry ſand at the foot of the rock. 
Bois-roſe, who found it impoſſible, by any other 
way to ſurpriſe a garriſon who guarded with great 
care a place lately taken, did not doubt of accom- 
pliſhing his deſign, if he could enter by that fide 
which was thought inacceflible ; this he endeavout- 
ed by the following contrivance to perform. 

He had agreed upon a ſianal with the two ſoldiers, 
whom he had corrupted, and one of them waited 
continually upon the top of the rock, where he 
poſted himſelf during the whole time that it was 
low water. Bois-roſe taking the opportunity of a 
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very dark night, came with fifty reſolute men- 
choſea from amongſt the foluters, in two large 
boats, to the foot ot the rock. Ife kad provided 
himſelf with a thick cable, cqual in icogth to the 
height of the rock, and tyiag knots at equal det. 
tances, run ſhort ſticks thivugh toe to ſupport 
them as tie clinz:d. The folticr . he had 
gained, having waited {ix months for the t1,;nal, no 
ſooner perceived it, than he let dowa a cotd from 
the precipice, to which thoſe beloy fat:nel the 
cable, by which means it was wound up to the top» 
and made faſt to aa opening ia the battlement, 
with a ſtrong crow, run through an iron ſtaple, 
made for that purpoſe. Bois-role giving the lead 
to the two ſerjeants, whoſe courage he was well 
convinced of, ordered the fifty ſoldiers to mount 
the ladder in the fame manner, one after another, 
with their weapons tied round their bodies, himſelf 
bringing up the rear, to take away all hope of re- 
turning; which indeed ſoon became impoſſible, for 
before they had aſcended half-vray, the ſ:a rifing 
more than {ix feet, carried off their boats, and ſet 
their cable a floating. The neceſſity of withdrawing 
from a ditficult enterprize is not always a ſecurity 
againſt fear, when the danger appears almolt inc- 
vitable. It the mind repreſents to itſelf theſe ſiſty 
men, ſuſpended hetween heaven and catch, in the 
midſt of darkneſs; truſting their ſatety to a machine 
ſo inſecure, that the leaſt want of caution, the 
treachery of a mercenary ſoldier, or the ſlighteſt 
fear, might precipitate them into the abyſs ot the 
lea, or daſh then again{t the rocks; add to this, 
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the noiſe of the waves, the height of the rock, their 
wearineſs and exhauſted fpirits ; it will not appear 
ſurprizing, that the boldeft amongft them trembled, 
as in effect he who was foremoſt did. This ſer- 
jeant telling the next man, that he could mount no 
higher, and that his heart failed him, Bois - roſe, to 
whom this diſcourſe paſſed from mouth to mouth, 
and who perceived the truth of it, by their advanc- 
ing no bigher, crept over the bodies of thoſe that 
were before him, adviſing each to keep firm, and 
got up to the foremoſt, whoſe ſpirits he at ſirſt en- 
deavoured to animate ; but finding that gentleneſs 
would not prevail, he obliged him to mount by 
pricking him in the back with his poinard ; and 
doubtleſs, if he had not obeyed him, he would 
have precipitated him into the ſca. At length, 
with incredible labour and fatigue, the whole troop 
got to the top of the rock, a little before the break 
of day, and was introduced by the two ſoldiers 
into the caſtle, where they began to ſlaughter 
without mercy the centinels, and the whole guard; 
ſleep delivered them up an eaſy prey te the enemy, 
who killed all that reſiſted, and poſſeſſed themſelycs 
of the fort. 


P ROV ID E N.C-E 


"Tm AT great Prophet, Moſes, it is faid, was 
called up by a voice from Heaven to the top of a 


mountain; where in a conference with the Supreme 
Being, 
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Being, he was permitted to propoſe to him ſome 
queſtions concerning his adminiſtration of the uni- 
verſe. In the midſt of this divine colloquy, he was 
commanded to look down on the plain below. At 
the foot of the mountain there iſſued out a clear 
ſpring of water, at which a ſoldier alighted from 
his horſe to drink. He was no ſooner gone, than a 
little boy came to the ſame place, and finding a 
purſe of gold which the foldier had dropped, rook 
it up, and went away with it. Immediately after 
this, came an infirm old man, weary. with age and 
travelling, and having quenched his thirſt, ſar 
down to reſt himſelf by the fide of the ſpring. The 
ſoldier miſſing his purſe, returns to ſearch for it, 
and demands it of the old man, who afhrms he had 
not ſeen it, and appeals to Heaven in witneſs of his 
innocence. The Soldier not believing his proteſta- 
tion, kills him. Moſes fell on his face with hor- 
ror and amazement, when the divine voice thus 
prevented his expoſtulation: Be not ſurpriſed, 
Moſes, nor aſk why the judge of the whole earth 
has ſuffered this thing to come to paſs : The child 
is the occaſion that the blood cf the old man is ſpilt, 
but know, that the old man whom thou ſaweſt, was 
the murderer of that child's father. 


THE FOLLOWING, IS ANOTHER RE- 
MARKABLE INSTANCE TO THE SAME 
EFFECT: 


Three perſoas had enterered into a conſpiracy to 
aſſaſli nate Timolcon as he was offering up his de- 
votions 
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votions in à certain temple: In order to it, they 
took their ſeveral ſtands in the moſt convenient 
places for their purpoſe. As they were waiting 
for an opportunity to put their delign in execution.” 
a ſtranger having obſerved one of the conſpirators, 
fell upon him and flew him. Upon which, the o- 
ther two, thinking their plot had been diſcovered, 
threw themſelves at Timoleon's feet, and conteſſed 
the whole matter. This ftranger, upon examinati- 
on, was found to have underſtood nathing of the 
intended aſſaſſination, but having ſeveral ycars be- 
fore, had a brother killed by the conſpirator, whom 
he here put to death, and having, till now, ſought 
in vain for an opportunity of revenge, he chanced 
to meet the murderer in the temple, who had plaut- 
ed himſelf there for the above-mentioned purpoſe, 


The ways of heaven are dark and intricate, 
Puzzl'd in mazes, and perplex'd with errors 
Our underſtanding traces them in vain, 

Loſt and bewilder'd in the fruitleſs ſearch; 
Nor ſees with how much art the windings run, 
Nor where the regular concluſion ends. 


ADDISON, 


